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2 Cor. 9:13  “the liberality of your contribution to them and to all” 
 
At first glance, with a surface reading, it seem plausible that Paul was talking here about a contribution from the 
congregations of God’s people to the brethren and to others also.  Especially when some translations add words 
such as “all men” (KJV, NKJV) “all others” (ESV, RSV, NRSV) “everyone else” (NIV). As such, it is used to justify 
congregational works, and congregational contribution to works that are aimed at helping the unfortunate 
members of the general public who are in need of help and charity. 
 
Note first of all, that what is done under the supposed authority of this verse, helping the brethren (“the saints”) 
first and then other after their needs are met is almost never done. What those who argue this position actually do 
it set up charities that are aimed primarily or even exclusively to those outside the church. They remind us of the 
“all” in this passage as being all men, but let us remind them that first even in this passage was “them” — the 
brethren.  
 
But is that even a good and properly explanation of “to them and to all” as being to “saint and sinner” both? 
 
How Much “All”? 
 
As a father, I might call my 5 children from a crowd by saying “all” of you get over here right now! 
Which all? All the children in town? All the children at the gathering we are at? All those who hear my voice? Or all 
of mine own. 
All seldom means each and ever one who has, or ever will live. It means something in its context. 
The scriptures us the word “all’ exactly the same way. Sometimes “All” is really, really broad obviously including 
unbelievers, sometimes “All” is much more narrow and exclusive, including “all” of a certain class or group, such 
as the church.  
Broad “All’s” 

Acts 5:10,11  “And she fell immediately at his feet, and breathed her last; and the young men came in and found her 
dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 
11  And great fear came upon the whole church, and upon all who heard of these things.”  Seems like the whole 
town and beyond as word got around.  
Gal. 6:10  “So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the 
household of the faith.” Everybody who needs us to do good to them, and contrasted to those of the faith; so 
the whole world generally. 

More Limited “All’s” 
Eph. 4:11-13  “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors 
and teachers, 
12  for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 
13  until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure 
of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ.”  All who are in the church and maturing.  
Gal. 2:14, “But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before 
all...”  All who were present when Paul publicly admonished Peter. 
1 Tim. 5:20 “Them that sin rebuke before all..."  All those present as Timothy preached.  

 
So is the all here those of the whole world, the whole town, of those of the faith, or even just those assembled to 
hear us? 
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What is the context of “all” in 2 Cor. 9? 
 
Let’s read the immediate context: 

2 Cor. 9:10-15  “Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for 
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 
11  you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God. 
12  For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through 
many thanksgivings to God. 
13  Because of the proof given by this ministry they will glorify God for your obedience to your confession of the 
gospel of Christ, and for the liberality of your contribution to them and to all, 
14  while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn for you because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 
15  Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” 

 
This text about the wonderful, generous gift that Paul is asking the Christians in Corinth to give to and participate 
(fellowship) in begins and ends with God. What God wants and what brings Him glory is the paramount concern, 
and helping with this giving accomplishes that. 

Vss. 10 & 11 God will bless those who generously give. 
Vs. 12 This will supply the needs of the saints and cause thanksgiving to be made to God 
Vs. 13 God will glorified by those who receive this gift because they’ll realize you are true Christian by it and 
thank God for it. 
Vs. 14 Those who receive the gift will pray for you, and have spiritual yearning for you 
Vs. 15 Paul thanks God for the great gift of this – not just the money, but the spiritual recognition and 
appreciation that comes as a result of this.  

 
Now exactly who the “all” is not specifically stated, and me must look at context to determine it. As we do this, 
note that the “all” are part of this great spiritual ecstasy that Paul is experiencing over this generous gift and its 
results. That lends itself against the explanation that these are alien sinner in the general population of the 
society.  
 The immediate context of these verses tells us to conclude it is saints, believers, Christians, who are the 
“them and all” who praise God for both the spiritual and material benefits of this generosity.  
 
Larger Context Of The Gift In 2 Cor. 9 
 
As we read 2 Cor. 9, we are reading a climax statement, one of the very last things that Paul said about where he 
is encouraging that last folks to come on board as the great gift is soon to be delivered. But this charity, this 
famine relief for many thousand of believers centered in Jerusalem, involved many congregations and much 
planning. 
 
Paul had spoken about this before in the famous passage about the church’s collection:  

1 Cor. 16:1-3  “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also. 
2  On the first day of every week let each one of you put aside and save, as he may prosper, that no collections be made 
when I come. 
3  And when I arrive, whomever you may approve, I shall send them with letters to carry your gift to Jerusalem.” 

Paul also spoke about this collection and its purpose to the Romans: 
Rom. 15:24-31  “whenever I go to Spain--for I hope to see you in passing, and to be helped on my way there by you, 
when I have first enjoyed your company for a while-- 
25  but now, I am going to Jerusalem serving the saints. 
26  For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in 
Jerusalem. 
27  Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them.  For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual 
things, they are indebted to minister to them also in material things. 
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28  Therefore, when I have finished this, and have put my seal on this fruit of theirs, I will go on by way of you to 
Spain. 
29  And I know that when I come to you, I will come in the fulness of the blessing of Christ. 
30  Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your 
prayers to God for me, 
31 that I may be delivered from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may prove 
acceptable to the saints;” 

 
Then in the two chapters about the collection that the passage in question is drawn from, notice how many times 
Paul says that the collection is for the saints: 

8:4  “for the favor of participation in the support of the saints”  
9:1  “this ministry to the saints” 
9:12  “fully supplying the needs of the saints” 

Paul also appeals for this action on the basis of material and spiritual equality and the fact that they will all be 
praising God together. 
 
After advertising, appealing, and collecting money from the Romans, the Macedonians, the Achaeans, and the 
Corinthians on the basis of doing it “for the saints” is it possible that Paul changes the purpose of the money at the 
last minute? 
No. He was very careful in what he said and how he 

2 Cor. 8:20,21  “taking precaution that no one should discredit us in our administration of this generous gift; 
21  for we have regard for what is honorable, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.” 

He would not “bait-n-switch” to giving the money to the worldly at this point. 
 
How “To Them And All” Are Both Saints 
1.) That’s who Paul said repeatedly would receive the funds. 
 
2.) The word translated as “contribution” (ASV, NASB, ESV, RSV) “sharing” (NIV, NRSV, HCSB)  “liberal sharing” 
(NKJV) “distribution” (KJV) is the common word for “fellowship” in the New Testament, “Koinonia.” 
Who were Paul and the Corinthians to have fellowship with? The world, or the saints? (Ref. 2 Jn. 9, 1 Jn. 1:7, etc.) 
 
3.) So who are these “other saints,” not the “them,” but the “all”? 
 
3A.) Saints in Judea near Jerusalem 
Since the collection was so many times so clearly marked out for the “saints in Jerusalem,” they must be the 
“them.” Even those who want to find broad, general, benevolence agree with them. The all then must be saints as 
they spiritual fellowship with them shows, and they must be in need as well, since they are getting charity, and 
they must be somewhat physically proximate to Jerusalem because Paul is going to take care of them on the 
same trip. 
Brethren in the vicinity, but not in Jerusalem, would have the same needs, the same spiritual situation, and same 
reaction as those in the town. 
 
3B.) All Saints Everywhere Who Are Encouraged By This Generosity And Reciprocation Of Good Will And Join In 
Prayers Thanking God For It 
It seems and even better explanation, and one keeping with the context of jubilation of both giving and receiving 
by saints of such wide ethnic, cultural, and geographic backgrounds, as this gift is healing the rift between Jews 
and Gentiles and clearly affirming that they are truly one new man in Christ Jesus, that they “All” aren’t even 
directly involved in the direct giving and receiving, but they rejoice at its happening because of its deep meaning. 
So if they explanation is so, “Jerusalem” covers the whole area around Jerusalem proper and all the saints in it as 
the “them” and the “all” are the saints elsewhere who are strengthened, encouraged, and uplifted that brethren 
would have such care for one another in the church.  
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All the saints all over the whole can fellowship in the prayers and thanksgivings that go to God as His people 
generously and sacrificially take care of each other across such seemingly massive distances and obstacles in 
this world. What a glorious thing. Rightly does Paul call it an “indescribable” gift worthy of all the saints thanking 
God together for it.  


