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S c r i p t u r e s

Denial/Ridicule Of The Supernatural 

Jonah 

Red Sea Crossing 

Creation 

The Resurrection

“…fictionalize the Bible. Atheists vigorously attack the 
Genesis account of Creation, …fictitious story that 
should be placed alongside myths such as the 
Babylonian creation account. Skeptics scoff at the 
biblical account of the worldwide Flood, calling it an 
altered copy of the uninspired Epic of Gilgamesh. 
Liberal theologians labor to make Scripture conform to 
secular sources, claiming that the Israelite religion is a 
mere “Yahwization” of pagan religions… Certain 
professors at Christian colleges have even cast doubt 
on the historicity of Jonah. They have referred to it as 
“just a short story” that “might even be regarded as 
historical fiction.” “[A] lot of books today” may “have a 
ring of historical accuracy,” they say, “just like the book 
of Jonah,” but “[d]oes that make it history? Well, no. No, 
it doesn’t”

Today I am going to tell you why I don't buy the resurrection 
story…of Jesus physically rising again from the grave. As a 
professional historian, I do not believe we have anywhere 
near sufficient evidence or reason to believe this, and I've 
been asked by the Yale College Humanists and Secularists to 
explain why…. 
No amount of argument can convince me to trust a 2000 year 
old second-hand report over what I see, myself, directly, here 
and now, with my own eyes. …all the evidence before my 
senses confirms my [the total finality of death] ...A 2000 year 
old second-hand tale from the backwaters of an illiterate and 
ignorant land can never overpower these facts. I see no one 
returning to life after their brain has completely died from lack 
of oxygen. I have had no conversations with spirits of the 
dead. What I see is quite the opposite of everything this tall 
tale claims. How can it command more respect than my own 
two eyes? It cannot.  

Denial/Ridicule Of The Supernatural 

Jonah 

Red Sea Crossing 

Creation 

The Resurrection

Professor:  My own experiences OR a 2000 year 
old tale. 

Jn. 20:24-29   

Authorship Questioned

Mosaic Authorship Clearly Affirmed (5 times)                                
Ex. 17:14; 24:4; 34:28                              
Numb. 33:2                                                 
Deut. 31:9



Wikipedia:  Today the majority of biblical scholars 
accept the theory that the Torah does not have a 
single author, and that its composition took place over 
centuries. From the late 19th century there was a 
general consensus around the documentary 
hypothesis, which suggests that the five books were 
created c. 450 BC by combining four originally 
independent sources, known as the Jahwist, or J (c. 
900 BC), the Elohist, or E (c. 800 BC), the 
Deuteronomist, or D, (c. 600 BC), and the Priestly 
source, or P (c. 500 BC).

Despite its unity of plan and purpose, the book is 
a complex work, not to be attributed to a single 
original author. Several sources, or literary 
traditions, that the final redactor used in his 
composition are discernable. These are the 
Yahwist (J), Elohist (E), and Priestly (P) sources 
which in turn reflect older oral traditions… 
(The New American Bible, Nashville, TN: 
Memorial Bible Publishers, 1976, p. 1.)

Moral Prescriptions Hated

Archaic, Biased, Patriarchal, Sexist,    
Intolerant, etc.

“Thus it is not enough for Christian clerics and 
religious organizations to rail against Robertson for 
saying hurtful, hateful things. They also need to 
admit that those things are indeed in the Bible, and 
that Robertson’s homophobia has a solid biblical 
basis. One cannot just wish this away, or accuse 
Robertson of distorting the “real” Christian 
message. But one could meditate a bit on the 
meaning of St. Paul himself, who helped create that 
message.

(By the way: we actually don’t know that much 
about Paul. Some scholars question whether he 
ever really existed. Some argue that he’s the 
invention of Marcion of Sinope, the leader of a 
Christian faction that flourished from around 120 
and circulated the earliest New Testament, 
including a version of what became the Gospel of 
Luke and nine letters attributed to Paul.”                         

Moral Prescriptions Hated

Removal Is Often The Motivation

Archaic, Biased, Patriarchal, Sexist,    
Intolerant, etc.



“I had motives for not wanting the world to have 
meaning; consequently, assumed it had none, and 
was able without any difficulty to find reasons for 
this assumption... The philosopher who finds no 
meaning in the world is not concerned exclusively 
with a problem in pure metaphysics; he is also 
concerned to prove there is no valid reason why he 
personally should not do as he wants to do...

For myself, as no doubt for most of my 
contemporaries, the philosophy of 
meaninglessness was essentially an instrument  
of liberation. The liberation we desired was 
simultaneously liberation from a certain political 
and economic system and liberation from a 
certain system of morality. We objected to the 
morality because it interfered with our sexual 
freedom.”  (Aldous Huxley)

Diminishment Of Revelation 
As Subjective Interpretation

In Keeping With Postmodern Spirit Of Our Age 

Eventually Subjectivism Is Superior To Revelation

Jimmy Carter:  I think everyone should have a 
right to get married…those two partners should 
be able to get married.  That’s no problem…  
Marc Hill:  Would Jesus approve gay marriage? 
JC:  I believe Jesus would. I don't have any verse 
in scripture…  
Hill:  No, no, no, but intuitively, yeah…

Hill:  No, no, no, but intuitively, yeah… 
JC:  ...I believe Jesus would approve gay 
marriage, but I’m not… that’s just my own 
personal belief. I think Jesus would encourage 
any love affair if it was honest and sincere and 
was not damaging to anyone else, and I don't 
see that gay marriage damages anyone else.  

Diminishment Of Revelation 
As Subjective Interpretation

In Keeping With Postmodern Spirit Of Our Age 

Eventually Subjectivism Is Superior To Revelation

Is Every Interpretation As Valid As Any Other?                                     



The Word And Will Of God…

…Is Provable.   Rom. 12:2

…Testable.  Acts 17:11

…Knowable.  John 7:17; 8:32


