
Do You Remember?  Will They Remember? 
Ex. 12:26 

 
Ex. 12:26  “And it will come about when your children will say to you, ‘What does this rite mean to you?’” 
Importance of Old Testament Study 

1 Cor. 10:6,11  “Now these things happened as examples for us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also 
craved. 
11  Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends 
of the ages have come.” 
Rom. 15:4  “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and 
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 

We need to remember these things – that’s why they’re written down. 

I.  Memorial Established   Ex. 12 

A.  Momentous Events 

For the first time in the history of the world a memorial was set up before the event that it commemorates 
occurred.  In Exodus 12 Moses instructed the people concerning what the Lord God would do to the 
Egyptians, how they would celebrate a feast even as it was happening, and how they would keep this day 
of remembrance for all ages. 

vss. 1-2  A new calendar was established. 
vss. 3-11  The Passover meal and regulations were announced. 
vs. 12  Death of firstborn announced. 
vs. 13  Put blood on doorposts. 
vss. 14-16  7 days of unleavened bread and preparation. 
vss. 17-20  These are perpetual statutes. 
vss. 21-23  Moses announces this to the people. 

For those who observed the first week of unleavened bread and Passover the meaning couldn’t have 
been clearer.  Moses himself instructed them in detail of what to do and the need for it.   
Having just seen the nine preceding plagues, the people would have been no doubt of God’s power and 
intent to do just as was told them.  For them to observe this week of preparation and feast was not simply 
a matter of national deliverance, but very literally a matter of life and death. 
For probably the only time in all of Israel’s existence, there was universal obedience. 

vs. 28  “Then the sons of Israel went and did so; just as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they 
did.” 

B.  They Would Never Forget 

For this first generation the meaning, procedure, time, and purpose of the unleavened bread and 
Passover was clear.  The events of that night were so important to them as a people and the night’s 
results so stunning they could never forget it.   
Before daybreak they were headed out of a century of slavery with all the spoils of Egypt. vss. 31-38 
After this night they would never again see the place of their childhood.  Never again would they be under 
the dominion of another.  Never would they even be in the same country.   
No, they could not forget the feast of the Passover or its meaning.  But would their children and their 
children’s children remember? 

C. What About Their Children? 
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II. How Can Generation After Generation Remember? 

A.  So Much Is Forgotten 

Memories are not genetic.  I do not have any recollection of things that did not happen to me. 
I know of the days before indoor plumbing only as history or by brief foray to the backwoods on camping 
trips. 
My mother did not have indoor plumbing until she was in the 7th grade. She knows what this means by 
experience. I only know the story. I don’t know if my children will know or care about the story or not. 
Similarly I never experienced plowing with mules, traveling by horse and buggy, log cabins, heating by 
wood burning stoves; hand pumped wells, or any number of other things that my forbearers knew. 
I know of these things only by history:  but hopefully in knowing I will learn some lessons about hard work, 
hardship, privilege, blessings, appreciation, and the like. 
The aged are always sad when such accounts are forgotten for the lessons contained in them are lost on 
the young. 
If such is true in life lessons from family history, how much more sad if spiritual lessons from sacred 
history are forgotten? 

B.  Moses Said: Teach The Children   vss. 26,27 
From the very inception of the Passover, Moses recognized the propensity of men to forget across 
generations. 
vss. 24-27  Teach the children in later years. 

24  And you shall observe this event as an ordinance for you and your children forever. 
25  And it will come about when you enter the land which the LORD will give you, as He has promised, that 
you shall observe this rite. 
26  And it will come about when your children will say to you, ‘What does this rite mean to you?’ 
27  that you shall say, ‘It is a Passover sacrifice to the LORD who passed over the houses of the sons of Israel 
in Egypt when He smote the Egyptians, but spared our homes.’” And the people bowed low and worshiped.” 

Even with an event as formative as the deliverance from Egypt, the story would have to be told again so 
that the next generations would know and remember it. 
Moses gave instruction to teach everyone who did not know – and everyone born after this, or even little 
children to young to remember it wouldn’t know it. 

C.  Whose Fault Is It They Don’t Know? 
Is it the fault of the young that they do not know?   
Theirs – If They Don’t Listen 

Sometimes it is, for they have not taken the time to learn the lessons taught them by their ancestors. 
A wealth of wisdom of available to those who would search to find it – or even just soak it in from 
listening to their elders. 

The Elders – If They Don’t Teach 
At other times the fault lines in the older generations as well, for they may not have learned these 
things as they should so as to pass them on, or they may have not considered such lessons vital 
enough to make them part of the heritage of the next generations. 
The old warning was “We are only one generation away from complete apostasy.” 
Why?  Because one untaught (or uncaring) group was enough to forget all that had been passed 
down. 

D.  Anything Not Taught Can Be Forgotten 

How quickly can things be forgotten? A new Egyptian king arose “who did not know Joseph.” 
Ex. 1:8  “Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.” 
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Consider also vs. 6: 
Ex. 1:6  “And Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation.” 

Can saving a country from famine and being the second man only to the king be forgotten?  Of course it 
can. 
Just try to name the 44 U.S. Presidents. Or name even 10 Vice-Presidents. 
Anything can be forgotten if it is not taught – no matter how important or serious. 
Even crossing the Jordan River on dry ground to get a new homeland can be forgotten over time. 

Josh. 4:20-24  “And those twelve stones which they had taken from the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 
21 And he said to the sons of Israel, “When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, ‘What are 
these stones?’ 
22  then you shall inform your children, saying, ‘Israel crossed this Jordan on dry ground.’ 
23  For the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed, just as the 
LORD your God had done to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed; 
24  that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is mighty, so that you may fear the 
LORD your God forever.” 

Do you know what they meant? They commemorated Israel coming across the Jordan on dry land.  Who 
could forget something like that?  Those that were not taught could. 

E.  Distraction Of New, Yet Irrelevant, Things 

We are too often distracted by what is new, present, exciting, “happening,” or is currently considered 
“relevant.” 
What was taught in the past is often not considered to be compelling enough to capture our attention. 
“We already know that!” is the bored man’s cry. 
But we are not fed a good spiritual diet when we follow fads or the latest theories. 
The pagan spirit of “spend[ing]... time in nothing other than telling or hearing something new” Acts 17:21 has 
infected to many. 
What’s “hot” and what’s true are seldom the same. 
We must feed on “every word that comes from the mouth of God.” Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:4 
To some that is stale bread, but to those who are striving to know and follow the will of God, it is the very 
“bread of life.” 
The true is abiding. 
Truth is as old as first announcement and as new and fresh as it latest application. 

III. Gospel Plan Of Remembrance 

A. Teach 

Because of the continual danger of forgetting, we are told repeatedly of the need to teach others what we 
know and to keep learning ourselves. 
The great commission: 

Matt. 28:19,20  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.” 

The work of preachers is to teach, teach, teach: 
1 Tim. 4:11  “Prescribe and teach these things.” 
2 Tim. 2:2  “And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust 
to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.” 

But not just teachers – parents and grandparents also. 
2 Tim. 1:5 “For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois, and 
your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well.” 
2 Tim. 3:14,15  “You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing 
from whom you have learned them; 
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15  and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that 
leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
Deut. 6:6-9  “And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart; 
7  and you shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when 
you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. 
8  And you shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 
9  And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 

Who loves the children and grandchildren more? 
The preacher, the elders, the Bible class teachers?  Sure they love them… 
But it is not the same as the love and concern – and influence – of family is it? 

B.  Remind 
Teaching one, and even again is not enough. 
After you have taught them, remind them. 

2 Tim. 2:14  “Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in the presence of God not to wrangle 
about words, which is useless, and leads to the ruin of the hearers.” 
Tit. 3:1  “Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed, 
2 Pet. 1:12  “Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know 
them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.” 

C.  Remember 

And if you have been taught, and especially if you have been reminded, then you need to remember. 
Remember moral lessons. 

Luke 17:32  “Remember Lot’s wife.” 
Acts 20:35  “In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 

Remember your spiritual condition. 
Before Christ. 

Eph. 2:11,12  “Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
“Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human hands– 
12  remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 

If we would leave Christ. 
Jas. 5:20  “let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, 
and will cover a multitude of sins.” 

Remember the good examples of the past. 
Heb. 13:7  “Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of 
their conduct, imitate their faith. 

Remember the teaching. 
2 Pet. 3:2  “that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the 
commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.” 
Jude 17  “But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” 

Conclusion: 
Heb. 2:1-3  “For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 
2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just 
recompense, 
3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?” 

 


