
Fruit of the Spirit 

Faithfulness 
 
Gal. 5:22-24  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23  gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
24  Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” 
These are the things that we should be doing instead of practicing the works of the flesh.   
These are only possible if we have salvation in Christ.   

Definitions 
Faithfulness - (Strg. 4102) pistis  the same word as “faith.”  Fidelity, loyalty, Trustworthiness, The character of 
one who is reliable, and can be trusted and counted on. 
“faith”- KJV and “faithfulness” in all the more modern versions. 
This is one of the most common words in the New Testament, appearing over 200 times on the pages of 
Scripture.  
The Christian religion is based on faith.  
In the vast majority of passages in which pistis occurs, it refers to our attitude toward God and Jesus Christ.  
It expresses that absolute trust, confidence, and obedience which is essential to Christianity.  
However, in this context, the word pistis has the idea of fidelity, not belief. 
Here it describes the character of one who can be relied on.   

I.  God Is Faithful: 

A.  The Father 
Tit. 1:2  “God, who cannot lie.” 
A shield that is impenetrable; A bulwark never failing. 

Ps. 91:4  “He will cover you with His pinions, And under His wings you may seek refuge; His faithfulness is 
a shield and bulwark.” 

God is faithful in all His promises and can make them happen. 
He is trustworthy and protecting. 
God’s faithfulness is great and enduring  

Lam. 3:22,23  “The LORD’S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail. 
23  They are new every morning; Great is Thy faithfulness.” 

The New Testament repeatedly affirms that “God is faithful:” Faithful to help, to rescue, to save, to forgive. 
1 Cor. 10:13  “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will 
not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape 
also, that you may be able to endure it.” 
Heb. 10:23  “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful” 
2 Thess. 3:3  “But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.” 
1 Pet. 4:19  “Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to a faithful 
Creator in doing what is right.” 
1 Jn. 1:9  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 
1 Thess. 5:23,24  “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 
body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
24  Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.” 

The Lord God is like a rock: absolutely reliable, always constant, never given to arbitrariness or 
fickleness. 
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B.  The Son 
Heb. 13:8  “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday today and forever.”    
Jesus Christ was faithful in his service as prophet, priest and king.  
The writer of Hebrews affirms that, like Moses the prophet, Jesus was faithful to God who appointed him. 

Heb. 3:1,2  “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High 
Priest of our confession. 
2  He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house.” 

The book of Revelation also extols the faithfulness of our Lord and King  
Rev 1:5  “and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of 
the earth. To Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood” 
Rev. 3:14  “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the 
Beginning of the creation of God, says this:” 
Rev. 19:11  “And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and He who sat upon it is called Faithful 
and True; and in righteousness He judges and wages war.” 

C.  The Faithful Word 

God’s word is faithful because it is completely reliable.  
Paul described each of the following statements as faithful sayings; i.e., they are statements concerning 
which there can be no doubt. 

1 Tim. 1:15  “It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.” 
1 Tim. 3:1  “It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he 
desires to do.” 
1 Tim. 4:8,9  “ for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it 
holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come. 
9  It is a trustworthy statement deserving full acceptance.” 
2 Tim. 2:11-13  “It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him; 
12  If we endure, we shall also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us; 
13  If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself.” 
Tit. 3:8  “This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that 
those who have believed God may be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable 
for men.” 
Rev. 21:5, 22:6  “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 

These are faithful words, as all are because they come from God.   
Elders must hold fast to it. 

Tit. 1:9  “holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to 
exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.” 

II.  Be Faithful  

A.  To God 
Prov. 28:20  “A faithful man will abound with blessings, But he who makes haste to be rich will not go 
unpunished.” 
Abraham was faithful. 

Neh. 9:7,8  “Thou art the LORD God, Who chose Abram And brought him out from Ur of the Chaldees, And 
gave him the name Abraham. 
8  And Thou didst find his heart faithful before Thee, And didst make a covenant with him To give him the 
land of the Canaanite, Of the Hittite and the Amorite, Of the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite--To 
give it to his descendants. And Thou hast fulfilled Thy promise, For Thou art righteous.” 

Reward in being faithful to God. 
Matt. 25:21  “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of your master.” 

A crown of Life for those faithful unto death. 
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Rev. 2:10  “Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into 
prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days.  Be faithful until death, and I will give 
you the crown of life.” 

 
Some act more like that they have been hauled in, rather than called in, to serve the Lord.   
 But let us join the faithful.   
Note all those who are specifically referred to as “faithful.”  
 Antipas, Rev 2:13 
 Epaphras, Col. 1:7 
 Gaius, 3 Jn. 1:1-6 
 Lydia, Acts 16:14-15 
 Onesimus, Col. 4:9 
 Paul, 1 Tim. 1:12 
 Silvanus, 1 Pet. 5:12 
 Timothy, 1 Cor. 4:17  
 Tychicus, Eph. 6:21; Col. 4:7  
 the children of elders, Tit. 1:6 
 and the wives of deacons, 1 Tim. 3:11 
What about us?  Can Christ depend upon us?  Are we faithful stewards of the manifold grace of God?  
The need for faithful men and women remains great!  We must be faithful in good times and in bad.  
We must be faithful in trials and temptations.   
We must be faithful in our worship and service unto God and man. 

B.  To Men  
1 Cor. 4:2  “In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.” 
Paul went on to apply this to his stewardship of the gospel, but that lesson is based on the truism that you 
must be faithful with whatever you have been entrusted with.   
Christians will be faithful in all their duties, to work, family, friends, to their word, etc.  
A Christian is one who others should be able to count on. 

Prov. 14:5  “A faithful witness will not lie, But a false witness speaks lies.” 
The Jews had a way of swearing that to them do did mean anything, even though it sounded as if it did, 
so you could get out of your promises. 

Jas. 5:12  “But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but 
let your yes be yes, and your no, no; so that you may not fall under judgment.” 

Let us clearly speak our words and live up to them. 
Be like Daniel.  Be faithful in all things that you are involved in. 

Dan 6:4  “Then the commissioners and satraps began trying to find a ground of accusation against Daniel in 
regard to government affairs; but they could find no ground of accusation or evidence of corruption, inasmuch 
as he was faithful, and no negligence or corruption was to be found in him.” 

Be able to pass any examination of your conduct and character because man may or may not search 
you, but God will, and will judge all things by it on the last day.   

Conclusion: 
Faithfulness is an absolute necessity: demonstrated to us and demanded of us by God.  
May we live up to the requirements of faithfulness that it might go well with us.   

Jer. 17:7,8  “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD And whose trust is the LORD. 
8  For he will be like a tree planted by the water, That extends its roots by a stream And will not fear when the heat 
comes; But its leaves will be green, And it will not be anxious in a year of drought Nor cease to yield fruit.” 
 


