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The Kings Of The Jews 
Introduction To The Books of Samuel, The Kings and The Chronicles 

I.  Names And Place Of These Books 

A.  Greek (Septuagint) Bible 
The Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures (the Old Testament as we know it) listed 1st and 2nd 
Samuel and 1st and 2nd Kings as 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Kings.  (The German Bible still uses these 
designations).  Otherwise the order and place of these books were the same.   

B.  Hebrew Bible 
The Hebrew Bible divided the Old Testament into four divisions: The Law, The Prophets (Former and 
Latter) and the Hagiographia (the Holy Writings).  This last category included what we call “the Wisdom 
Literature” (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Eccl., Song of Solomon) and well as Ruth, Esther, Lamentations, 
Daniel, the Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah.   
The Books of Samuel and Kings (in the Hebrew Bible they are in one volume) were placed in the “Former 
Prophets” grouping.   
 
The Chronicles retell the same events as Samuel and Kings, but with a special emphasis on religious and 
spiritual events.   

II.  Basic Outline 
In all, about 205 chapters – a very sizeable portion of the Bible.   
1 Chron. 1-9  Genealogical Tables 
1 Samuel  The Rule Of Samuel And Of Saul 
 Chs. 1-7  Life And Times Of Samuel, The Last Judge 
 Chs. 8-15  Saul Establishment Then Rejected As King 
 Chs. 16-20  David During Saul’s Reign 
 Chs. 28-31  Saul’s Downfall 
2 Samuel  Death Of Saul To Last Days Of David 
 Chs. 1-4  7 Years In Hebron 
 Chs. 5-24  Reign In Jerusalem 
(1 Chron. 10-29  Retells 2 Sam.) 
1 Kings Solomon To Jehoram and Jehosaphat 
 Chs. 1-11  Solomon 
 Chs. 12-22  Turmoil Of Divided Kingdoms 
(2 Chron. 20-36 Retells 1 Kings) 
2 Kings  The End Of Both Kingdoms 
 Chs. 1-17 Turmoil Of Divided Kingdoms To End Of Israel 
 Chs. 18-25  Judah Alone Until Its Fall 
(2 Chron. 20-36 Retells 2 Kings) 

III.  Time Period Covered 

A.  Begins With Samuel 
The most studied character of the Old Testament is David.  The best date given by conservative Bible 
scholars (those who believe the Bible to be the word of God and accurate as recorded) for the beginning 
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of David’s reign is 1010 B.C.  Backdating the 40 years for Saul and about the same number of years to 
get to the beginning of Samuel’s life, places the beginning of our study as 1090 B.C.   

B.  Ends With End Of Kingdom of Judah  
The destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the reign of Jehoiachin’s reign is reliably given as 560 B.C.   
 
This makes the time covered about 520 years.  This is an immense span of time.  520 years back from 
today is about 10 years before Columbus set sail.   

C.  Problems With Chronology 
Adding up the exact number of the years of the reigns given in Kings and Chronicles and in Israel and 
Judah does not work precisely.  Differences of up to 20 years are found by adding up the various 
numbers that cover the same approximately 250 year span of the time of the divided kingdom.   
This is caused (possibly) by transcription error, overlapping reigns of fathers and sons making exact 
separation of times difficult, counting reigns from the first full year after accession, or counting the years of 
reign to include the part of the year reigned (thus the year of change would be counted twice – as the last 
year of the former king and the first year of the new king.) 
Since we believe in the inspiration and truth of the scriptures, when such conundrums occur, we shall not 
view them as reasons to doubt, but shall admit that we don’t always know how the writers were counting 
the times that they record.   

IV.  Authorship And Date 

A.  Samuel And Kings 
These 4 books obviously are directly connected, so much so that viewing them as multiple volumes of the 
same work is the best way to understand them.    
The best conjecture is that Jeremiah is the author, but that is far from certain.  
2 Kings ends with Jehoiachin being released from captivity in 560 B.C.  The release of all the Jews in 
captivity (536 B.C.), an event of monumental importance in Jewish history, is not mentioned.  It is 
reasonable to conclude that these histories were written before this.  (Parallel this to the book of Acts 
ending with Paul under arrest awaiting trial but the trial is not mentioned.) 

B.  Chronicles 
Ezra is generally thought to be the author of this history.  The evidence for his authorship is stronger than 
for that of Jeremiah.   
The history of the Chronicles ends with the decree of Cyrus for the Jews to return from Babylonian 
captivity. (2 Chron. 36:22,23) This was in 536 B.C.  It might be supposed the Chronicles were written 
before this, but the book of Ezra picks up at this very place.  If Ezra is the author of both (and I think he 
was) we can conclude that he might have finished this work later.   

C.  Many Sources Cited 
The authors of these books, especially of Chronicles, had access to and used many records that have not 
survived.   
1 Kings 11:41  “Now the rest of the acts of Solomon and whatever he did, and his wisdom, are they not 
written in the book of the acts of Solomon?” 
2 Kings 15:26  “Now the rest of the acts of Pekahiah and all that he did, behold they are written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel.” 
1 Chron. 9:1  “So all Israel was enrolled by genealogies; and behold, they are written in the Book of the 
Kings of Israel.” 
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1 Chron. 29:29  “Now the acts of King David, from first to last, are written in the chronicles of Samuel 
the seer, in the chronicles of Nathan the prophet, and in the chronicles of Gad the seer” 
2 Chron. 9:29  “Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, from first to last, are they not written in the 
records of Nathan the prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and in the visions of Iddo 
the seer concerning Jeroboam the son of Nebat?” 
2 Chron. 12:15  “Now the acts of Rehoboam, from first to last, are they not written in the records of 
Shemaiah the prophet and of Iddo the seer, according to genealogical enrollment?” 
2 Chron. 20:34  “Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, first to last, behold, they are written in the 
annals of Jehu the son of Hanani, which is recorded in the Book of the Kings of Israel.” 
2 Chron. 32:32  “Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah and his deeds of devotion, behold, they are 
written in the vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, in the Book of the Kings of Judah and 
Israel.” 

Questions 
1.)  Why should 1st and 2nd Samuel and 1st and 2nd Kings be considered one work? 
 
 
 
2.)  Why should the history in the Chronicles be considered along side the books of Ezra & Nehemiah?   
 
 
 
3.)  What span of history does 1st Samuel cover? 
 
 
 
4.)  What span of history does 2nd Samuel cover? 
 
 
 
5.)  What span of history does 1st Kings cover? 
 
 
 
6.)  What span of history does 2nd Kings cover? 
 
 
 
7.)  What span of history does 1st Chronicles cover? 
 
 
 
8.)  What span of history does 2nd Chronicles cover? 
 
 
 
9.)  Why do we need the lengthy retelling in the Chronicles of things recorded elsewhere?   
 
 
 
10.)  If these authors were inspired, why did they have to study and cite other historical sources?  
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Lesson 1: Samuel’s Birth And Call 
1 Sam. 1-3 

Ch. 1  Hannah Wants And Is Blessed With A Child 
vs. 1  Genealogy of Elkanah, he was a descendant Levi, of Kohathites, so he was a Levite.  He is styled an 

Ephriaimite, because he is living in Ephraim.  Levites were often identified with the tribes they lived 
among.   Jdg.  17:7  “...a young man form Bethlehem in Judah, of the family of Judah, who was a Levite” 

vss. 2-8  Domestic Situation of Elkanah’s house. 
Hannah wants and child but has none, Peninnah has children and torments Hannah.  Hannah was loved 
by her husband, but Peninnah may not have been loved.  She is a bitter and angry woman, she does not 
rejoice in the children she given, but uses them as ammunition against Hannah.  Hannah was so 
distraught that she would not eat of the sacrificial meal. 

vss. 9-11  Hannah vows that if the Lord will give her a son she will dedicate him to God’s service. 
vss. 12-18  Eli observes her and thinks she is drunk.  She informs (rebukes?) him of the real situation. 
vss. 19-20  Hannah has a son and names him Samuel. 
vss. 21-28  Hannah takes Samuel to the temple when he is weaned (maybe as late as 3 years) and presents 

him to Eli.  Samuel will be raised in the service of the priest at the tabernacle.    

Ch. 2  Hannah’s Song And The Evil In The House Of Eli 
vss. 1-10  Hannah sings praises to God.  She especially is aware of the power and justice of God, just 

recently herself being blessed and vindicated before her rival. 
vs. 1  Thanks the Lord for His salvation and blessings. 
vss. 2-8  The Lord is just – brings down the haughty and raises the lowly. 
vss. 9,10  The Lord will judge rightly, and build up His king (which He will not have for about 50 years). 

vs. 11  Samuel stays at the temple, dedicated to the service of God. 
vss. 12-17  Eli’s sons Hophni and Phinehas (named for the heroically faithful grandson of Aaron) steal from 

those who bring sacrifices. 
Priests were supposed to a get breast and leg from burnt offerings and nothing from boiled meat of 
sacrificial meal.  So they are robbing worshippers and showing contempt for God’s sacrifices and people. 

vss. 18-20  Samuel serves in the temple. 
vss. 21,22  Eli blesses Hannah, the Lord blesses her with more children. 
vss. 22-25  Eli chides his rebellious sons.  They were even committing immorality with women who served in 

the temple — whoredom and theft in the tabernacle of the Living God! 
vs. 26  Samuel is of opposite character from these evil sons. 
vss. 27-36  An unnamed prophet comes and predicts destruction of Eli’s house. 
vs. 35  A faithful priest will be brought in.   

Ch. 3  Call Of Samuel And Rejection Of Eli 
vs. 1  The Lord did not speak to people every day. (Contrast this to what many Pentecostals now claim.)   
vss. 2-10  The Lord calls Samuel: Samuel thinks that it is Eli at first, then is informed by Eli that is the Lord, 

and that he should heed the call. 
vss. 11-14  The Lord says that he house of Eli will be destroyed because he did not rebuke his sons, even 

though he did chide them. Compare to 2:23-25 
Compare this to 1 Sam. 8:1-3 about Samuel’s sons.   

vss. 15-18  Samuel has the unpleasant duty of telling Eli the prophecy. 
vss. 19-20  Samuel becomes known as a prophet. 
vs. 21  The Lord appears to Samuel again. 
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Questions 
1.)  How does this story illustrate some of the evil effects of polygamy?   
 
 
 
2.)  What did Hannah greatly desire?    
 
 
 
3.)  What did Hannah receive from the Lord?   
 
 
 
4.)  Was Elkanah a good husband to Hannah?  To Peninnah? 
 
 
 
5.)  What did Hannah do with Samuel?   
 
 
 
6.)  What did Hophni and Phineas do? 
 
 
 
7.)  What did Eli say to his sons?   
 
 
 
8.)  Who did the messenger of God say would replace Eli’s sons?  Why? 
 
 
 
9.)  How often did the Lord speak to His high priest in those days?   
 
 
 
10.)  What can we learn from Samuel’s first reply to the Lord at his calling?  
 
 
 
11.)  Why does 3:13 say that Eli did not “rebuke” NASB (“restrain” KJV, NKJV, ASV) his sons when 
in 2:23-25 he very clearly spoke to his sons and told them that they were doing wrong?   
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Lesson 2: Fall Of The House Of Eli, Ark Lost And Returned 
1 Sam. 4-6 

Ch. 4  Fall Of House Of Eli And The Loss Of The Ark 
vss. 1-4  Israel defeated by the Philistines.  They realize the Lord is the cause of their defeat.  They decide to 

bring the ark to their camp for help. (As a charm or talisman to insure the Lord’s presence?)  Two vile 
men brought out the holy ark. 

vss. 5-8  The Philistines were frightened by the arrival of the ark, the Israelites’ “god.” 
vs. 9  Someone called them to be courageous and act like men. 
vss. 10,11  Israel was defeated, the was ark captured, and Eli’s sons are killed. 
vss. 12-18  A messenger told Eli about his sons and the ark.  Eli fell over and died. 
vss. 19-22  Travail came on Eli’s house, even though a son is born, there is no joy. 

vs. 20  The mother died in childbirth – great is the calamity when the Lord is against the house. 

Ch. 5  Evil On The Land Of The Philistines Due To The Presence Of The Ark 
vss. 1-5  Ark taken to Ashdod, placed in Temple of Dagon.  On the first day Dagon falls and must be upright.   

On the second day Dagon falls and his head, his hands are cut off and set in the doorway. 
This shows how inept and powerless their idol is.  None is like Jehovah. 

Judges 6:31  Let a god plead for himself to see if it has power. 
Acts 17:29  God cannot be stone, just look at His creation. 

vss. 6-9  Ark taken to Gath.  The people of Gath afflicted with boils and terror due to presence of ark. 
vs. 8  Notice their imperfect knowledge of the God of Israel, but yet their respect for Him when His power 
is shown.  Contrast this to Israel who knew Him better, but did not respect Him.   

vss. 10-12  Ark sent to Ekron.  The people there afflicted also.   

Ch. 6-7:2  Philistines Gladly Return The Ark 
vss. 1-9  The Philistines call in diviners and holy men to find out what to do with the ark and to get rid of the 

plagues.  They come up with a reasonable (to men) solution.  Send the ark back, treat it as holy, and 
send guilt offerings.  They did well with the limited knowledge that they had.  If the Israelites would have 
done so well with the knowledge that they had. 

Israel did not have to guess what to do, they had be explicitly told.   
Golden tumors given because that was a their affliction.  
Golden mice given due to mice were afflicting the land (not specifically mentioned before). 

vss. 10-16  Milk cows pulling the ark walk to a city of Israel.  Some Levites accept the ark and offer sacrifices. 
vss. 17-18  The gifts of golden tumors and mice accepted also. 
vss. 19-21  70 men and 50,000 men (possibly “70 men, even 50 chief men”) of Israel were struck for “looking 

into” the ark.  They did not treat it as holy and peered in to see the holy things. 
vs. 22  They call for someone else to take it.  The ark was an even worse curse to unheeding Israelites than it 

had been to ignorant Philistines.  
7:1,2  The ark is taken to Abinadad’s house.  Eleazer his son is installed to care for it.  They must have been 

Levites or priests (maybe the closest ones) or this would not have been acceptable.   
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Questions 
1.)  If Israel was God’s chosen people, why would they ever lose a battle to the evil Philistines?   
 
 
 
 
2.)  Why would the people think that having the ark with them at the battle camp was better than 
having it back at Shiloh at the place of worship?   
 
 
 
3.)  Why did the Philistines fear?  
 
 
 
4.)  What happened to 98 year old Eli when he found out that the ark was lost to the Philistines?   
 
 
 
5.)  Why was the baby named Ichabod?   
 
 
 
6.)  How did the idol of Dagon fare in the presence of the ark of the Lord?   
 
 
 
7.)  What happened in Gath when the ark was there?  In Ekron?   
 
 
 
8.)  What did the Philistines send back with the ark?   
 
 
 
9.)  How did the Philistines move the ark?  Did God allow them to move the ark on a new cart?   
 
 
 
10.)  Why didn’t God accept David moving the ark in the same way?  (Read 1 Chron. 13) 
 
 
 
11.)  Did Israel respect the ark when it was returned to them?   
 
 
 
12.)  Who were the first people to respect the ark after Hophni and Phinehas took it from Shiloh? 



10  1 Samuel 
 

Lesson 3: Samuel Delivers Israel, Yet They Demand A King 
1 Sam. 7,8 

Ch. 7  Philistine Oppression Ends 
vss. 1,2   Ark 20 years at Kiruath-jearim, a time of oppression and lament.  (See previous lesson.) 
vss. 3-6   Samuel’s first recorded adult act: as judge calling for reformation. 

vss. 3,4  People called to return to God “with all their heart” and put away idols. 
vss. 5,6  Samuel gathers people at Mizpah to pray for them. 

vss. 7-12  Divine deliverance of a penitent nation.   
The Philistines hear of the gathering and come to fight.  They would consider getting rid of the their pagan 
idols and a mass gathering to be an act of war.  Samuel instructs that people to pray for deliverance as he 
offers a sacrifice and cries to God for help.  God intervened and gave Israel the victory.  Samuel (by 
God’s help) ended the oppression of the Philistines which began in Samson’s day.  It did not come by 
physical strength, but through strength of the Lord obtained by repentance and prayer.  
vs. 12  He dedicated a stone to a commemorate that the Lord has helped.  

“O Thou Fount Of Every Blessing”  2nd verse:  “Here I raise my Ebenezer:/Hither by thy grace I 
come;/And I hope by Thy good pleasure/Safely to arrive at home.” 

vss. 13,14  Israel’s land was restored and they even had peace with Amorites due to their new-found strength. 
(Notice the time of peace with the Philistines, “all the days of Samuel.”) 

vss. 15-17  Samuel judge over Israel.   
Samuel’s circuit was “Bethel and Gilgal and Mizpah.”  Look these places up on a map.   
Samuel worshiped at an altar in Ramah because Shiloh was abandoned by the Lord.  It was either 
destroyed in war or abandoned and left like a ghost town.  Shiloh is not even mentioned again in the 
historical record for almost 100 years, until 1 Kings 2:27 (and even there the reference is in the past 
tense telling of the final and complete fulfillment of the cutting off of the last priest descended from Eli).  
David and Jeremiah mentioned Shiloh as a place that God judged using it as a warning those near temple 
in Jerusalem that destruction and judgment could come on them as well. (Ps. 78:59-64; Jer. 7:10-15; 
26:3-6) 

Ch. 8  Israel Cries For A King 
vss. 1-3  The people objected to the evil of Samuel’s sons – the same thing Eli was rejected for.  

Samuel is old, but he lives for at least another 33 years.  (He anointed David to be king 7 years before he 
took office, in the 33rd year of Saul.)  He may have been around 60 at this time.  (Eli died at 98, 4:15).  
Samuel may have thought he was going to die soon, or he wanted to retire from public life or at least be 
less active and turn over part of his duties.  But he did not choose worthy successors. 
Never was any judge followed successfully followed by any of their sons (and seldom was a king).   

vss. 4,5  People cried for a king instead of a judge. 
Israel blamed their oppression on their political system (lack of a king, vs. 20), not their sin.   
The people of Israel had a purely secular view: they did not look at their country as a theocracy with God 
as king.  They viewed all problems as political, not moral.   

vss. 6-9  Samuel prayed to the Lord who said to give them a king.   
A king was not God’s will, but God gave them what they desired.  Getting what we want only means that 
God has (at least for the time) allowed it, not that He has approved it.   

vss. 10-18  Samuel warns them in detail that their king will tax and take from them the best of the land, 
resources and people for his own use. 

vss. 19-22  The people cried for a king even more; Samuel says one would be given, and sent them home.  
There will be no hasty choice in letting the people choose a king this day.  
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Questions 
1.)  How long did the oppression by the Philistines last? 
 
 
 
2.)  What did Samuel tell Israel to do? 
 
 
 
3.)  What did the people admit? 
 
 
 
4.)  How did the Philistines fare against God and His people when the people were repentant and 
prayerful? 
 
 
 
5.)  Explain the song lyric, “Here I raise my Ebenezer.” 
 
 
 
6.)  How long did Samuel judged Israel? 
 
 
 
7.)  How did Samuel’s sons judge? 
 
 
 
8.)  Did Israel reject Samuel as judge?   
 
 
 
9.)  What would a king do to the people?   
 
 
 
10.)  Why did Israel desire a king?   
 
 
 
11.)  Did the God change His mind and decide that a king would be the right thing for them to have 
after all?   
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Lesson 4: Saul Becomes King 
1 Sam. 9-12 

Ch. 9  Saul Chosen To Be King, He Meets With Samuel 
vss. 1,2  Saul was choice, handsome, tall and a mighty warrior: everything men could want in a king – but he 

is not spiritually minded, little regard for priest, altars, vows, etc. 
Contrast him with David: short, small, poet, shepherd, but a man after God’s heart. 
Saul will be a man after his own heart.   

vss. 3,4  Saul was sent to search for father’s lost donkeys. 
vss. 5-10  He decided to go to a prophet (a seer) to tell them where the donkeys were. 
vss. 11-14  Saul visits the prophet. 
vss. 15-17  The Lord told Samuel that Saul was the man who was chosen to be king. 
vss. 18-21  Samuel told Saul to go with him and that all that is good is the land will be his.  This confuses Saul 

who did not think that he is worthy. 
vss. 22-26  Saul ate the feast with Samuel. 
vss. 25-27  Saul stays with Samuel, the servant is sent on. 

Ch. 10  Anointing Of Saul As King 
vss. 1-8  Samuel anointed Saul and told of three events that will come to pass to prove his word.   
vss. 9-13  Saul prophesies with the prophets.  This was a sign of God’s approval of him.   
vss. 14-16  Saul gave a partial report of his meeting with Samuel to his family.  He does not tell them about 

being chosen to be king.   
vss. 17-19  The people were gathered so a king could be chosen.  Samuel preached to them about rebellion. 
vss. 20-23  Saul was chosen by casting lots, but was hiding because he didn’t want to be king. 
vss. 24-27  Saul was accepted by most as king, but some worthless ones always rebel. 

Ch. 11  Saul Made King 
vss. 1-5  The Ammonites laid siege to Jabesh-gileab.  The Jews there call for a deliverer. 
vss. 6-11  Saul forcefully called out the people and led them to defeat the Ammonites. 
vss. 12,13  This vindicated Saul as the choice for king.  The people have full confidence in him and want to 

punish those who did not accept him.  Their plan of vengeance was stopped in one of Saul’s few 
instances of humility.  Humility if much more common in worldly-minded people if they have not held 
power long.   

vss. 14,15  Saul’s ascendancy was reaffirmed with sacrifices and a festival. 

Ch. 12  Samuel’s Address At End Of His Judgeship 
This is not a farewell speech since Samuel will still be a man of great importance.  Though Samuel will not 

have civil authority as judge, he will serve as the nation’s leading prophet. 
vss. 1-5  Samuel gave a vindication of his judgeship.  The people admit his honesty.   
vss. 6-15  Samuel reminded the people of God’s care and deliverance of them in the past by Moses and 

Aaron and the judges.   
He demonstrated that they did not need a king then, and they do not need a king now.  What they are 
doing is rebellion against God, and having a king will not save them from foreign oppression any more 
than have judges did – if they do evil in God’s sight.  So follow the king that God is allowing you to have 
and remain faithful to God.   

vss. 16-18  Samuel proved his words are true by calling for thunder and rain – this would be a disaster during 
harvest time.  
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vs. 19  The people pled with Samuel to intercede for them in their sins. 
vss. 20-25  Samuel assures them that even though they now have a king, so long as they follow the Lord all 

will be well. 

Questions 
1.)  What was notable about the physical appearance of Saul? 
 
 
 
2.)  Could anyone look the part of a king more than Saul did? 
 
 
 
3.)  How did Samuel know to choose Saul as king?   
 
 
 
4.)  Where was Saul when Samuel publicly announced that he would be the king?   
 
 
 
5.)  The people said that they wanted a king.  Were all of them happy when God gave them one?   
 
 
 
6.)  When Saul’s position as king was secured by a great victory, what did he do to those who had not 
accepted his rule over them?   
 
 
 
7.)  Could any accuse Samuel of evil in his judgeship over the people? 
 
 
 
8.)  vs. 14  Now that they have a king, how can Israel live peacefully and securely?   
 
 
 
9.)  Since they have a king, will they not be punished for rebellion against God as they so often had 
been punished in the time of the judges?   
 
 
 
10.)  What was Samuel’s closing exhortation to the people?  (vss. 24,25) 
 



14  1 Samuel 
 

Lesson 5: Saul Rejected 
1 Samuel 13-15 

Ch. 13  Saul’s Reign And Wrongful Sacrifice 
vss. 1,2  Saul kept 3,000 warriors as a standing army and sent everyone else home. 
vss. 3-7  Jonathan had defeated a band of Philistines.  The Philistines came out in force to get revenge.  The 

people of Israel fled and hid in fear; some fled to other side of the Jordan. 
vss. 8-12  Saul was in Gilgal with a remnant of the people waiting on Samuel to come and offer sacrifices.  

Saul gave into fear and offered the sacrifice himself.  Saul was never very spiritually minded and the 
sacrifice would have been a formality to him and he feared losing his army while he waited.  His excuse, “I 
was forced.”  This was a difficult test, to wait while the Philistines came and your people and army fled, 
but others passed much more severe tests: Abraham, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-nego, etc. 

vss. 13,14  Samuel says that the kingdom of Saul will not last due to his rebellion.  One who feared God 
would replace Saul. 

vss. 15-17  Saul unsuccessfully took 600 men against the Philistines, who plundered oppressed Israel. 
vss. 19-23  Philistines made sure that the Israelites have no access to weapons. 

Ch. 14  Jonathan’s Heroism, Philistines Escape Due To Saul’s Vow 
vss. 1-5  Jonathan and his armor bearer sneak off the Philistine camp. 

vs. 3  Note that one of Eli’s grandson is still priest.  Eli’s family was decimated, but not totally destroyed – 
yet.   

vss. 6-15  Jonathan and his sword bearer killed 20 Philistines in a very small space.  This great act of heroism 
put fear into the Philistines.   

vss. 16-19  As reports of the Philistines retreat reached camp, Saul called for the ark and the priest for a 
blessing.  Since it seems an opportune time to start the battle Saul stopped the blessing.  Saul had asked 
the priest to call for God’s help then decided he didn’t need it.  

vss. 20-23  All Israel came to aid Saul, even those refugees who had fled to the Philistines and camped 
behind their army to find safety.  This added to the confusion in the Philistine camp. 

vss. 24-30  Saul had made a foolish vow for his own sake (his vengeance) not the Lord’s. 
Jonathan broke oppressive the vow because he hadn’t heard about it.  Saul’s vow was stupid — the 
people needed to be refreshed during their fighting, and Jonathan did what was natural. 
Jonathan recognized that because of Saul’s vow the people were too weak to complete the victory. 

vss. 31-35  The partial victory resulted in great spoil. The people broke Saul’s vow and due to great hunger 
even devoured blood in the improperly slaughtered animals.  Saul’s unnecessarily harsh vow made if 
hard for the people not to sin.  Saul finally made some provision for his people. 
vs. 35  Saul’s first (and only?) altar.   

vss. 36-38  Saul prayed for permission to finish the victory.  There was no permission to go so he investigated 
to see what sin is in the camp.  Saul believes the breaking of the vow to be the problem, but the real 
problem was the effects of the vow.   

vss. 40-42  Jonathan was chosen by Lot as the one who has sinned. 
vss. 43-45  Jonathan told what he did.  Saul wished to put him to death, but the people forced Saul to relent. 

We see yet again Saul’s rashness in making decisions followed by his willingness to change any decision 
(this time for good, but often for evil) when the people demand it.   

vs. 46  Everyone went home. 
Kingdom Overview   vss. 47-52 
vss. 47,48  Saul was in real and complete control of the kingdom now.  He defeated enemies on all sides. 
vss. 49-51  Saul’s family. 
vss. 52  Saul built up a large army to fight the Philistines. 
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Ch. 15  War With Amalekites, Saul’s Rebellion And Rejection 

vss. 1-3  Saul was charged with totally destroying the Amalekites. 
vss. 4-9  Saul goes to war.  His kingdom is strong – he mustered out 210,000 soldiers.   

The Kenites were descendants of Moses’ father-in-law and had some ties to Israel.  They are warned to 
leave.  Saul then destroyed the Amalekites, but spared best of flocks and the king. 

vss. 10,11  The Lord was greatly displeased with Saul for not obeying and even sorrowful that Saul was made 
king since He would not follow the Lord’s commands.   

vss. 12-15  Samuel heard that Saul’s disobeyed and built a memorial to himself.  Saul said he did what was 
right and kept the oxen for a sacrifice. 

vss. 16-19  Samuel told Saul that he had no respect for God even he owed his position to the Lord.   
vss. 20,21  Saul tried to explain that what he did was obeying, except for what the people wanted to spare.  
vss. 22-23  Samuel tells what the duty of man is: TO OBEY. 
vss. 24,25  Saul pleads for forgiveness. 
vss. 25-31  Samuel said that it was too late; the kingdom was taken away and given to another. 
vss. 32,33  Saul finally killed Agag as commanded. 
vss. 34,35  Saul and Samuel part forever (or at least until Samuel is called from the dead to pronounce 

judgment one more time). 

Questions 
1.)  What reason did Saul give Samuel for offering the sacrifice himself before Samuel arrived? 
 
 
 
2.)  What reason did Saul give Samuel for not executing Agag and keeping the choicest livestock? 
 
 
 
3.)  What kind of man would replace Saul as king? 
 
 
 
4.)  Why did Saul tell the priest to stop blessing him before the priest was finished? 
 
 
 
5.)  How was Saul’s vow of not eating harmful to Israel? 
 
 
 
6.)  Why would Saul want to put his son Jonathan to death after he inspired the people and led them to 
victory?   
 
 
 
7.)  How could Saul lose his kingdom if he had such a strong core of thousands of valiant men around 
him all the time and could muster hundreds of thousands to fight when the situation demanded it? 

 



16  1 Samuel 
 

Lesson 6: David’s Ascent 
1 Samuel 16,17 

Ch. 16  David Anointed, Plays Music For Saul 
vss. 1-5  Since Saul was rejected, Samuel was sent to anoint a new king.  Saul would view anointing a new 

king as an act of rebellion, but the Lord told Samuel to go.  It was Saul who was actually the rebel.   
vss. 6-13  The new king was chosen based on spiritual, not physical, characteristics.  David, the youngest son 

in the family was chosen. 
Samuel does not tell anyone why this anointing of the Lord is taking place.  The subsequent actions by 
David’s brothers showed that they do not realize he would be one-day king, and Saul certainly did not 
know. 

vss. 14-17  A harpist was called for to alleviate the suffering Saul had from the evil spirit.  The “Spirit of the 
Lord” was no longer with Saul, but one of evil ones that caused depression and mental problems.  Also 
note that the ancients recognized the powerful influence music has on a person. 

vss. 18,19  David was recommended and called for. 
vss. 20-23  David became Saul’s favorite.  He played for Saul, and became his armor bearer. 

Ch. 17  David Defeats Goliath 
vss. 1-3  Philistines and Israelites gather for battle. 
vss. 4-11  Goliath sent out as a champion for the Philistines. (9’ 5” or so.)  There was great fear in Israel due 

to his immense size and strength.   
vss. 12-15  David’s brothers were in Saul’s army while David was at home tending flocks. 
vs. 16  For fully 40 days Goliath taunted Israel.  Usually in an army there is at least one person with the 

impetuousness to take on any fight, not so in this case. 
vss. 17-25  David was sent with supplies for his brothers.  He arrived to a dismal situation in camp with no one 

will go fight.  They king offers his daughter as a wife and wealth to the one who will fight. 
vss. 26-30  David chided the soldiers for not being brave his brother accused him of insolence. 
vss. 31-37  David volunteered to go forward saying he says he has killed a lion and a bear.  If the Lord gave 

them into his hand then he will also give him the Philistine also. 
vss. 38-40  David could not wear Saul’s armor, so he went out in shepherd’s attire with a shepherd’s tools (a 

staff, a sling and 5 stones) and a confident faith. 
vss. 41-44  Goliath taunted David relying on his own size and strength. 
vss. 45-47  Read David’s speech — it is the Lord who gives the victory. 

45  “Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come 
to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted. 
46  This day the LORD will deliver you up into my hands, and I will strike you down and remove your 
head from you.  And I will give the dead bodies of the army of the Philistines this day to the birds of the 
sky and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 
47  and that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not deliver by sword or by spear; for the 
battle is the LORD’S and He will give you into our hands.”       

vss. 48-49  David hit Goliath solidly in the forehead with the stone, killing him. 
vss. 50-54  David gave a second death blow – cutting off Goliath’s head with his own sword.  The Philistines 

became fear-struck and were routed. 
vss. 55-57  Saul took much more interest in David than before and inquires about him.    
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Questions 
1.)  Why did God choose a new king while Israel still had one?   
 
 
 
2.)  Why was David the one chosen?   
 
 
 
3.)  What circumstance did the Lord use to introduce David to the royal household?   
 
 
 
4.)  Why did Israel fear Goliath?   
 
 
 
5.)  How long did he taunt Israel? 
 
 
 
6.)  Why did David go to the front? 
 
 
 
7.)  What was David’s reaction to the situation? 
 
 
 
8.)  Did Saul think that his young musician could take on the giant? 
 
 
 
9.)  Why did David think that he could take on the giant? 
 
 
 
10.)  What was David’s main weapon against the giant? 
 
 
 
11.)  What was Israel’s reaction to the slaying of the giant?   

 



18  1 Samuel 
 

Lesson 7: David Persecuted, Flees   
1 Sam. 18-20 

Ch. 18  David Exalted, Saul’s Jealousy, Plots Against David 
vss. 1-5  David was given honors by Saul and became very close friends with Jonathan.   
vss. 6-9  The women of Israel sang in celebration praising David even more than they had praised to Saul.  In 

a time of great victory Saul became jealous and suspicious. 
vss. 10-12  David twice barely escaped Saul’s enraged attempt to kill him.   
vss. 13-16  Saul transferred David so that he would not have to see him daily.  The Lord blessed David and 

gave him victory in battle.  Saul was in dread of him. 
vss. 17-19  Saul offered his daughter to David, but he refused out of modesty. 
vss. 20-29  Saul tried to use his daughter as a trap to get rid of David.  So David was told that Saul really did 

want him as a son-in-law, but the dowry would be the foreskins of 100 Philistines.  This way the 
Philistines would kill David for Saul.  David actually did bring back 200 foreskins, so Saul was in even 
more fear of him. 

vs. 30  The wisdom and prudence of David. 

Ch. 19  David Saved From Saul 
vss. 1-7  Saul then used the direct approach.  He ordered David to be killed. But Jonathan hid David and pled 

his case before his father and David was spared. 
vss. 8-10  The evil spirit came on Saul again, and he threw another (third) spear at David.   
vss. 11-17  Saul sent men to kill David in his house, but his wife, Saul’s daughter.  Michal saved him by 

deceiving Saul’s warriors.   
vss. 18-24  David fled to Samuel for safety.  All who came to kill David began to prophesy, even Saul himself 

was completely overwhelmed, so David was spared again.  
Saul should have realized that he was fighting against God in trying to kill David and gave it up.  But Saul 
was very hard-hearted and sought only selfish things.   

Ch. 20  David Parts From Saul And Jonathan Because Of Saul’s Obsessive Hatred 
vss. 1-4  David asked Jonathan if Saul was mad at him because of some wrong that David did.  Jonathan 

knew of none.  They can find no rational answer to the situation because there was none.  
vss. 5-11  David devised a plan to find out the depth of the king’s antipathy for him. 

David will leave, to see if Saul is upset at his absence.  If Saul was upset at David for leaving David will 
know that Saul is truly angry.  If Saul does not care if David was there or not, David will know he is safe. 

vss. 12-17  Because of his love for David Jonathan promised with a vow to relay the Saul’s reaction to David 
no matter what.   

vss. 18-23  A sign was arraigned. 
vss. 24-29  David is discovered missing from the king’s table.  Saul is thinking about David every day, keeping 

track of him.  When Saul asked where he was, Jonathan said he is at home visiting family. 
vss. 30-34  When Saul heard Jonathan’s covering lie, he became exceedingly angry and cursed Jonathan for 

his love of David.  When Jonathan asked what wrong David did, Saul threw a spear at him.  Jonathan 
was very upset about his father’s evil.   

vss. 35-40  David was warned using the prearranged sign.   
vss. 41,42  David and Jonathan are forced to part due to Saul’s irrational and persistent anger.   
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Questions 
1.)  Who was David’s dearest friend? 
 
 
 
2.)  What caused Saul to be jealous of David?  
 
 
 
3.)  Why would Saul be in dread of one who served him so ably? 
 
 
 
4.)  What plan did Saul devise to rid himself of David? 
 
 
 
5.)  Which two of Saul’s children did things to save David’s life? 
 
 
 
6.)  What did the Lord cause to happen to those who came to kill David, even including Saul? 
 
 
 
7.)  What should a rational person have conclude from these things? 
 
 
 
8.)  How obsessed was Saul with David? 
 
 
 
9.)  How much did David and Jonathan love each other?   
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Lesson 8: David Hunted As A Renegade, Saul’s Bloody Pursuit  
1 Sam. 21-23 

Ch. 21  David Flees, Assisted By Priests At Nob, Escapes Philistines By Acting Insane 
vss. 1-6  David told the priests of God at Nob that he was on the king’s business and needed food.  David was 

asked why he was alone – although we know he had a few men with him, but nothing like a leader of the 
king’s men, the king’s son-in-law would normally travel with.  David lied, he was not on the king’s 
business, maybe on the Lord’s – but not the kings.  They gave him some the food that was offered to the 
Lord.  Normally, that food would not be eaten, except by the priests.  David argues that as faithful 
servants of God they were also approved to eat in this necessity.  The Jews excused David due to the 
necessity of his request, and Jesus used their reasoning to justify his doing good on the Sabbath. (Matt. 
12:3,4; Mark 2:25,26; Luke 6:2-4) 

vs.  7  David was seen by one of Saul’s servants, Doeg the Edomite. 
vss. 8,9  These priests also gave David the sword of Goliath since he didn’t have one and was “on the king’s 

business.”  Goliath’s sword must have been given to the priests to be kept in the tabernacle as a trophy to 
God.   

vss. 10-15  David fled to Gath, a city of the Philistines.  He was recognized and scared that they would kill 
him, so he acted insane and escaped. 

Ch. 22  David’s Journeys; Saul Killed Priests By Hand Of Doeg 
vss. 1-2  David camped at Adullam in  cave.  His family and other in various kinds of distress came until they 

had a band of 400. 
vss. 3-4  David went to Moab to obtain safety for his family.  (He had Moabite ancestry through Ruth). 
vs. 5 Gad the prophet told  David to leave, so he went to a forest. 

Gad was with David on several other occasions, and may have traveled with him. 
He will later chastise David for numbering the people. 
In 1 Chron. 29:25 Gad is called the “King’s seer” and he chronicled part of David’s reign. 2 Chron. 29:29 

vss. 6-8  Saul chastised his own men for helping David and hiding information from their king. 
vss. 9,10  Doeg told Saul that he saw David at Nob getting assistance from the priests. 
vss. 11-17  Saul called the priest and charged them with helping David.  The priests said that they helped 

David because he is a faithful servant of the king and they knew nothing of these recent problems. Saul 
ordered them to be put to death, but not one would carry out his terrible order. 

vss. 18-19  Doeg (the Edomite) was willing to do such a thing.  He killed 85 priests and destroyed their town, 
family, possessions and property. 

vss. 20-23  Abiathar, son of the high priest, escaped and went to David and told him what happened.  David 
blamed himself for the tragedy, and offered Abiathar safety. 
From this point forward, David had the services of the High Priest and could inquire to God anytime with 
every hope of having a direct answer.   Abiathar would faithfully serve David the rest of David’s life.   

Ch. 23  David Defeated The Philistines But Betrayed By The Men Of Ziph, Spared By God 
vss. 1-5  David defeated the Philistines at Keilah in Judah.   
vss. 6-14  Saul heard that David is Keilah and goes to fight him. David heard that he was coming and inquired 

of God through the priest what he should do.  He was told that he must flee because the men of the town 
would deliver him to Saul.  David fled to the wilderness, and though Saul tried mightily to get him, the Lord 
does not give David over to Saul.  

vss. 15-18  Jonathan went to see David and reassured him that all would be well, and that Jonathan knew 
that David will be the king instead of him.   
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vss. 19-23  The men of Ziph told Saul where David was hiding in their area.   
vss. 24-29  Saul went to where David is hiding and surrounded him.  But he was called away to fight the 

Philistines, so David escaped. 

Questions 
1.)  Was David right to lie to the priest? 
 
 
 
2.)  Was David right eat the consecrated bread (shewbread)? 
 
 
 
3.)  Why did David act like a crazy man in Achish?   
 
 
 
4.)  What kind of men joined up with David?  
 
 
 
5.)  From 22:15, how often did David make inquiry to the Lord? 
 
 
 
6.)  Why did the priest say that he helped David?   
 
 
 
7.)  What was Doeg the Edomite willing to do that no Israelite was? 
 
 
 
8.)  Was this killing of the priests by Saul in any way connected to the evil of Eli’s sons?  (Ref. 1 Sam. 
3:11-18 and 1 Kings 2:26,27) 
 
 
 
9.)  Is Saul had 3,000 men, would couldn’t he chase down and defeat David and his 600?   
 
 
 
10.)  How close did Saul get to capturing David before he was called away?   
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Lesson 9: David Spares Saul, Nabal, And Saul Again 
1 Sam. 24-26 

Ch. 24  David Spared Saul In The Cave 
vss. 1,2  Saul finished with the Philistines and went back to chasing David. 
vss. 3-7  Saul went alone into a cave where David and his men were hiding.  David’s men wanted to kill him, 

but David would not kill the one the Lord anointed to be king, so he did cut off part of his robe secretly. 
David knew that he was the anointed king and that Saul had been rejected by God, yet he waited until 
the Lord gave him the throne instead of taking it by force. 

vss. 8-15  David made himself known to Saul, and told him how he spared him, how he was still a faithful 
servant, and even yet wanted to be at peace with Saul.   

vss. 16-22  Saul was greatly effected by this event.  He blessed David and admited that he was wicked.  Saul 
said he knew that David would have the kingdom some day, and asked that David not kill his family.  [The 
custom of the day was the for the new king to kill off all those who could possibly have competing claim to 
the throne.  Entire families of former kings were killed.  Sometimes even if the throne stayed within the 
same family the new king would kill his own brothers so that they would not become rivals.] David swore 
to not harm Saul’s family.     
Saul stopped his pursuit of David, but David did not go home.  He stayed in his strongholds, but he was 
able to get peace for a time. 

Ch. 25  Abigail Spares Nabal From David, David Takes Her As A Wife 
vs. 1  The death of Samuel.   
vss. 2-3  Nabal (whose very name meant “fool”) was a rich, miserly, harsh, and evil man.  His wife Abigail was 

beautiful and intelligent. 
vss. 4-8  Sheep shearing was a time of festival.  David heard that Nabal is in the area and sent men to ask for 

some supplies for a feast.  David and his band of fighters and outcasts had done no harm to Nabal, his 
men or his flocks; and had even given them protection from the heathen raiders that David was 
continually fighting.  Since it was customary to share and feast at shearing time, David’s men asked one 
who had plenty of ability to help.   

vss. 9-11  Nabal not only selfishly refused all help, but he gravely insulted David and his men by calling their 
character into question and implied that they are run-away slaves. 

vss. 12,13  When David heard of Nabal’s insults and parsimony, he gathered 400 armed men and set off to 
avenge himself against Nabal. 

vss. 14-17  Servants of Nabal told Abigail that David was coming against them because of Nabal’s scorn, and 
that David’s men had actually protected Nabal’s servants in the wilderness. 

vss. 18-20  Abigail took food and wine to David to placate him. 
vss. 21,22  David’s anger burned against Nabal for scorning those who protected him. 
vss. 23-31  Abigail begged forgiveness of David and said that he was blessed of the Lord even as Nabal was 

a foolish man.  She explained that David, as the Lord’s anointed, should not shed innocent blood and take 
his own vengeance, but let the Lord do it for him.  She spoke with confidence that the Lord would bless 
and protect David.   

vss. 32-35  David blessed her for her wisdom that spared her house from destruction.  Her intervention kept 
David from sin because had been on his way to wipe them all out.   

vss. 36-38  Nabal was feasting like a king during all of this and was very drunk.  The next day, when he heard 
what had happened, he was frightened and struck in the heart.  Ten days later he died at the hand of the 
Lord. 

vss. 39-42  After Nabal died, David asked Abigail to become his wife. 
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vss. 43,44  David had another wife as well, but Michal, David’s first wife, was given by her father Saul to 
another while David was on the run. 

Ch. 26  David Spares Saul By Night In The Camp 
vss. 1,2  The Ziphites betrayed David again.  Saul took 3,000 men against David.   
vss. 3-5  David found out where Saul was camped. 
vss. 6-12  David and Abishai snuck into Saul’s camp and stood over him while he slept.  Abishai said to kill 

Saul but David said he would not lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed.  David did take Saul’s spear and a 
jug of water to show that he had been there.  He was able to go into the camp, converse and leave 
unnoticed because God caused a deep sleep to fall on all of Saul’s men. 

vss. 13-16  David, when he got far off, chastised Abner, Saul’s guard, for not protecting the king.  He had 
proof that he had been in the camp and could have done great harm if he had wanted to.   

vss. 17-20  David then pled with Saul to not chase him any more and asked what sin he has committed.   
vs. 21  Saul again admitted his sin (but he never had any fruits of repentance).   
vss. 22-24  David told Saul why he’d spared him: David highly valued the life of Saul as the Lord’s anointed. 
vs. 25  Saul blessed David and returned home. 

Questions 
1.)  What did David cutting Saul’s robe demonstrate? 
 
 
 
2.)  Why did he feel guilty about it afterwards?   
 
 
 
3.)  What did Saul confess? 
 
 
 
4.)  What did Saul request? 
 
 
 
5.)  What kind of man was Nabal? 
 
 
 
6.)  Why would he so grievously insult David’s men? 
 
 
 
7.)  Would David has been right to slay all of Nabal’s house over this?   
 
 
 
8.)  Who took care of Nabal?   
 
 
 
9.)  Why would David not kill Saul as he slept?  
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Lesson 10: Dark Days At The End Of Saul’s Reign 
1 Sam. 27,28 

Ch. 27  David Settled With Philistines, Raided Israel’s Enemies 
vss. 1-4  David, due to discouragement, fled to the land of the Philistines with all of his people. 
vss. 5-7  David settled in Ziklag and served the Philistine King Achish for almost a year and a half. 
vss. 8,9  David made raids on Israel’s long time enemies in southern border areas of Isreal. 
vss. 10-12  David told the Philistines that he was fighting men of Judah: the Jerahmeelites (who were 

descended from Jerahmeel, son of Hezron, son of Judah, so of the same tribe as David) and the Kenites 
(the descendants of Moses’ father-in-law). 
The Philistines believed that David was fighting his own people, and thought that he is now on their side. 

Ch. 28  Israel And Philistines Prepare For War, Saul Goes To Witch At Endor 
vss. 1-2   The Philistines assembled for battle against Israel and ordered David and his men to come fight with 

them.  David gave an the answer king wanted to hear, so the king gave his a position of honor. 
vss. 3-7  Saul assembled the people for war.  We are reminded of the death of Samuel and told of his 

removing of the mediums because he could not get any answer from God either directly or through 
prophets or priests.  (Remember that he was rejected of God, had ignored the prophets and killed many 
priests.)  In desperation, Saul sought counsel through a spiritist, a medium, who would speak to the 
departed spirits.  These occultists were an abomination to the Lord.   

Lev. 19:31  “Do not turn to mediums or spiritists; do not seek them out to be defiled by them.  I am 
the Lord your God.” 
Deut. 18:10-14  “There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter 
pass through the fire, one who uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets 
omens, or a sorcerer, 
11  or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 
12  For whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord, and because of these detestable things 
the Lord your God will drive them out before you. 
13  You shall be blameless before the Lord your God. 
14  For those nations, which you shall dispossess, listen to those who practice witchcraft and to 
diviners, but as for you, the Lord your God has not allowed you to do so.” 

Saul found out that their was one at Endor and sought her out.   
The Philistines were at Shumen, and Israel at Mt. Gilboa.  The witch was at Endor 10 miles away.  Saul 
had to travel down the Mountain, around the plain where the Philistines had camped, and over to another 
mountain to get to the witch.  It was a dangerous and ill-advised trip no matter what the reason on the 
night before an important battle.  

vss. 8-10  Saul went to the witch in disguise.  She was reluctant because she thought that it was a trap to 
catch her practicising magic so that she could be put to death.  Saul said that they were there only for her 
services. 

vss. 11-13  Saul asked that Samuel be contacted.  She called up Samuel’s spirit and was frightened when it 
appeared.  Saul bowed to honor it. 

vss. 15-19  Samuel’s spirit chastised Saul for doing this.  Saul explained that it was due the desperateness of 
the situation (one of his favorite excuses). 
Samuel’s spirit told him that his kingdom was cut off (just as Saul had already been told) and given to 
David because of his disobedience in the matter of Agag and the Amalekites and that Saul and his sons 
will die the next day by the hands of the Philistines.  Saul had wanted an answer from the Lord and he got 
it – just not the answer that he wanted. 

vss. 20  Saul was distraught and collapsed at this news. 
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vss. 21-25  The witch and Saul’s servants got him to eat and strengthen himself so that he could get back to 
camp before the battle. 

Questions 
1.)  Where did David and his men seek refuge from Saul? 
 
 
 
2.)  How much did Philistine king Achish appreciate David? 
 
 
 
3.)  How long did David live there in peace? 
 
 
 
4.)  Who did David fight against during this time?  Who did he say he fought against? 
 
 
 
5.)  Did David promise loyalty to King Achish when he went to fight against Saul? 
 
 
 
6.)  What did the Lord answer Saul when he inquired of him?   
 
 
 
7.)  How did Saul try to get an answer from God? 
 
 
 
8.)  What was the witch’s reaction when Sameul appreared? 
 
 
 
9.)  What did Samuel tell Saul? 
 
 
 
10.)  Why was Saul so physically weak at the end? 
 
 
 
11.)  Why was Saul so spiritually weak at the end? 
 
 



26  1 Samuel 
 

Lesson 11: David Difficulties And Vindication; Saul’s Death 
1 Sam. 29-31 (1 Chron. 12:1-22; 10:1-14) 

Ch. 29  David Went To Fight With The Philistines, But Was Refused 
vss. 1-5  As the armies of Israel and the Philistines moved toward battle, David was with Achish.  Other 

Philistine kings chided Achish for bringing David and his men.  Achish said that was a faithful servant, but 
the others recalled how David had fought so well against them and would not let him go to battle lest he 
turn on them. 

1 Chron. 12:1-7  Many skillful warriors (even some from the tribe of Benjamin) had been leaving Saul to join 
David.  

1 Chron. 12:8-19  Other mighty men from Gad and Benjamin had joined David earlier. 
1 Chron. 12:19-22  Even as David went out with Achish, warriors from Manasseh joined David.   

22  “For day by day men came to David to help him, until there was a great army like the army of God.” 
vss. 6-11  Achish sent David away.  David seemed willing to fight against Israel with the Philistines, but again 

his answers were ambiguous enough to allow that “my lord, the king” may refer to Saul instead of Achish.  
Achish was totally convinced that David is loyal to him. 
The Lord provided a way of escape so that David got out of this without sinning, with out betraying his 
benefactor Achish or fighting against Israel.  David was given opportunity to do an unquestionably good 
thing to do instead. 

Ch. 30  David Destroyed The Amalekites Who Destroyed Zicklag 
vss. 1-6  David went back home to Ziklag but found that the Amalekites had burned the city and taken 

everyone hostage while they where out preparing for war.  Even the wives of David had been captured.  
The people were so upset with David for letting this happen to their families that they even talked of 
stoning him. 

vss. 7-10  David inquired of God by the High Priest what he was to do.  The Lord said to go after them and 
rescue the people.  David set out in pursuit and went with such fervor that on the way he had to leave 
behind 200 of his men because they are to tired to go on. 

vss. 11-15  They found an Egyptian who was a servant to an Amalekite who had been on the raid.  He was 
sick and was left behind.  David and his men fed him and the man promised to lead them to the 
Amalekites.  The cruelty of the Amalekites helped lead to their ruin while the mercy of the Jews helped 
them gain the victory.  Few would think that treatment of one sick, foreign slave would make much 
difference.  The man promised to lead David to them if only he would promise not to harm him or return 
him to slavery.   

vss. 16-20  David found the Amalekites feasting and rejoicing in their spoils.  He attacked them and killed all 
but 400, and gets back everything that they had taken, including his two wives and all the families.  David 
also took all the Amalekites’ stock and the people reserved it just for him.   

vss. 21-25  David returned with all the people and spoils.  They rejoined the 200 that were left behind but 
some who had gone on and done the fighting did not want to share with them the spoils.  David said that 
they shall all have their share. 

vss. 26-31  David shared the spoils of his victory with the elders of many cities of Judah where he had been 
over the years.  He had depended on them for years for help (and to not betray him as some cities had 
done) and now that he can do good for them, he did.   

Ch. 31  The Death Of Saul  (1 Chron. 10:1-14) 
vss. 1,2  Saul’s fight against the Philistines went very badly.  Many Israelites died, including Saul’s own sons.  
vss. 3-6  Saul was wounded by an arrow.  Saul wanted his armor bearer to kill him, but he would not.  So he 

fell on his own sword and his armor bearer did too. 
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1 Chron. 10:13,14  “So Saul died for his trespass which he committed against the LORD, because of 
the word of the LORD which he did not keep; and also because he asked counsel of a medium, making 
inquiry of it, 
14  and did not inquire of the LORD.  Therefore He killed him, and turned the kingdom to David the 
son of Jesse.” 
Saul died because he disobeyed God in the matter of Agag the Amalekite all those years before. 

vs. 7  The Philistines gained a complete victory and took many cities.   
vss. 8-10  Saul’s and his sons’ bodies were found and their bodies and armor displayed on walls as war 

trophies. 
vss. 11-13  Valiant men of Jabesh-gilead went by night and took the bodies and bury them decently.   

Questions 
1.)  Why did the other Philistine kings not want David to go to war with them? 
 
 
 
2.)  Why were so many of Israel’s warriors going over to David even when he was among the 
Philistines?   
 
 
 
3.)  What happened to the families of David and his men while they went out with Achish to war? 
 
 
 
4.)  Did David and his men help the sick Egyptian so the he would help them?   

 
 
 

5.)  What were the Amalekites doing when one of their former servants led David to them?  
 
 
 

6.)  How successful was David’s raid against them?   
 
 
 

7.)  Why did some not want to share the spoil with their companions who had stayed behind to guard 
the baggage?   

 
 
 

8.)  What did David decide regarding the spoils?   
 
 
 

9.)  How did Saul die?  Did he die that way because the Philistines had a bigger army than he did?   
 
 
 

10.)  What first happened to Saul’s body?  What happened later? 
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Lesson 12: David Crowned Over Part Of Israel 
2 Sam. 1,2 

Ch. 1  David Told Of Saul’s Death 
vs. 1  David returned to Zicklag after slaughter of the Amalekites that took place during the same time as the 

last battle of Saul. 
vss. 2-10  An Amalekite man came to David bringing the crown and bracelet of Saul.  He told David his 

version of the last hours of Saul – how he fought heroically, and of how Saul asked that this man kill him 
so that he would not fall into the hands of his enemy.  This man probably was a scavenger who found the 
crown and took it to David and made up this story so that he would get a reward. 

vss. 11-12  David went into mourning for Saul and Jonathan. 
vss. 13-16  David had the Amalekite put to death for killing the Lord’s anointed.  This had admitted to murder 

even though he did not do it.   He got a reward, just not the one he wanted.  He thought that David would 
thank him for bringing him the crown of the king, but he failed to realize that David recognized Saul as the 
king and had spared his life twice. 

vss. 17-27  David’s song of mourning for Saul and Jonathan.  It does not sound like these were the same men 
who pursued and tried to kill David. 
Points: Heathens should not rejoice at death of the Lord’s anointed. 

Greatness of Saul (David goes back to early years, not His later years of perverseness). 
David’s great love for Jonathan.   

Ch. 2  Rival Kings And Kingdoms; A Civil War Begins 
vss. 1-4  The king was dead, so the Lord told David that it was time to leave the land of the Philistines and 

return to his own people. 
David went to Hebron in Judah, in central Judah, a Levite town. David had the support of the Levites 
since Saul slaughtered the priests at Nob. 
David was made king of Judah. 

vss. 5-7  David blessed the valiant men of Jabesh-gilead who took back the body of Saul for a decent burial. 
vss. 8-11  Abner, Saul’s main general (and cousin), made Saul’s only remaining son, Ish-bosheth, king over 

Israel.  Abner seems to have been the real power in this kingdom. 
vss. 12-17  Abner, Ish-bosheth’s general, and his men met with Joab, David’s general (and cousin) and his 

men.  They had a contest (a limited fight) to avoid wholesale bloodshed.  Abner tried to establish control 
over Judah.   Joab and his men won, but the contest settled nothing since both sides had fought so well. 
The fighting spread into a general war. 

vss. 18-23  Joab’s brother, Asahel, pursued Abner.  Asahel would not turn from chasing Abner, even after 
Abner warned him to stop.  He did not, so Abner struck and killed Asahel.   

vss. 24-29  Joab and those of Judah pursued those of what was left of Abner’s (Ish-botsheth’s) army – mostly 
those of Benjamin – and cornered them.  Rather than make a last stand resulting in many deaths, Abner 
called to Joab to stop fighting for the sake of long-term peace.  Joab was ready to wipe them all out, but 
accepted their call for a temporary truce. 
Joab blamed all the strife on Abner for calling for contest.  Both sides return home. 

vss. 30-32  20 of Judah died.  360 of Israel died.  Joab buried Asahel in the family tomb.  This death will 
cause Joab to carry a very serious grudge against Abner.   
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Questions 

1.)  How did David find out that Saul was dead? 
 
 
 
2.)  What did the Amalekite say that he had done? 
 
 
 
3.)  Why would he say that he had killed the king? 
 
 
 
4.)  Vs. 23, was Saul really “lovely and pleasant” in his life? 
 
 
 
5.)  How did David love Jonathan? 
 
 
 
6.)  What was David crowned as in Hebron? 
 
 
 
7.)  What happened to Ish-bosheth?  How long did that situation last? 
 
 
 
8.)  What was David’s capital for 7.5 years? 
 
 
 
9.)  Who led David’s army?  Who led Ish-bosheth’s? 
 
 
 
10.)  Who won the first major battle between them? 
 
 
 
11.)  What notable person was killed in this battle? 
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Lesson 13: David Gains The Whole Kingdom 
2 Sam. 3,4  

Ch. 3  Abner Defects To David, Murdered By Joab 
vs. 1  Over time David gained the upper hand in the civil war.   
vss. 2-5  David’s family in Hebron listed.  By this time he had 6 sons by six different wives, including foreign 

women.  1 Chron. 3:1-4 gives the same list.   
vss. 6-11  Abner and Ish-bosheth got into a dispute over one of the concubines of Saul.  There is no indication 

of whether the charge is true or not, but Abner is very resentful at the charge (or is he resentful at being 
caught and called to answer?)  Abner said that he would go to David and give the kingdom to him.  Ish-
bosheth’s silence showed that he was the king, but not the power, in Israel.   

vss. 12-16  Abner offered to come to David and deliver all Israel to him.  David agreed only if he would bring 
David’s wife Milcah, whom Saul had given to another.  Ish-bosheth sent Milcah to David.  Her other 
husband was sad to see her go.   

vss. 17-19  Abner told the elders of Israel that it was now time for all to serve David, and went to him.  During 
Saul’s reign they had hoped for David, now the can have him.   

vss. 20,21  Abner came to David, then went out to bring all Israel to David. 
vss. 22-25  Joab, who was out on a raid, heard that Abner had come to David, and then went out again.  Joab 

warned that Abner came only to deceive, and to do harm to David.  
vss. 26-30  Joab secretly called Abner back to Hebron and murdered him (by pretending to want a private 

conversation) because he struck Joab’s brother Asahel.  David declared his innocence in the matter, the 
guilt of Joab and asked that a curse come on his house for this.  Yet David, the ruler of the land did not 
punish him – not even a demotion.   

vss. 31-39  David led the mourning for Abner, whom he considered to be a great man, vss. 38,39.  All Israel, 
knew that David was innocent in the matter, vs. 37. 
David does not punish Joab because he does not have the power to oppose a strong man like Joab 
David was king, but his kingdom is new and David thought weak.  He said that Joab should be punished, 
but he could not do it.   
1 Kings 2:5,6  David told Solomon that Joab should be put to death for “shedding blood of war in the 
time of peace.”   
1 Kings 2:31-33  Joab was put to death by Solomon’s men. 
Surely at some point David would have been strong enough to take on Joab had he really wished to.   

Ch. 4  Murder Of Ish-bosheth 
vss. 1-3  Ish-bosheth beacme discouraged because of the death of Abner.  He still had two generals, brothers 

Rechab and Baanah, but not much else.   
vs. 4  The condition of only other male in the House of Saul: Jonathan’s son, Mephibosheth, was crippled due 

to being dropped by a nurse in a hurry to flee after Saul and Jonathan were killed.    
Only a crippled boy left.  The house of Saul had been destroyed. 

vss. 5-8  Ish-bosheth’s generals Rechab and Baanah snuck in and killed him as he napped.  They brought his 
head to David proclaiming that the Lord was giving vengeance to David on the house of Saul. 

vss. 9-12  David condemned them harshly for this.  If the Amalekite who brought the news of Saul’s death to 
him was put to death, then what should he do to these “wicked men” who put a righteous man to death in 
his bed?  David has them both to death. 
They have forgotten that David had sworn to Saul not to cut off his house. 
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Questions 
1.)  How many wives did David have while in Hebron? 
 
 
 
2.)  Why was Ish-bosheth mad at Abner? 
 
 
 
3.)  What happened when Abner became mad at Ish-bosheth? 
 
 
 
4.)  Did David receive Abner when he offered to join him?   
 
 
 
5.)  What happened to Abner?  Why? 
 
 
 
6.)  How did David mourn over Abner? 
 
 
 
7.)  Why wouldn’t David do anything to Joab? 
 
 
 
8.)  Who was Mephibosheth? 
 
 
 
9.)  What happened to Ish-bosheth? 
 
 
 
10.)  What happened to Rechab and Baanah?   
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Lesson 14: The City Of David: Jerusalem Captured,  
Ark Moved, Temple Conceived, Throne Established 

2 Sam. 5-7 (1 Chron. 13-17) 
Ch. 5  Jerusalem Taken, Friendship With Hiram, Philistines Defeated 

vss. 1-5  The tribes of Israel came to David and submitted to his rule.  David reigned for 40 years.   
1 Chron. 12:23-40  Gives a record of the warriors who came to David during the time of his war.  Thousands 

came from each tribe – even those of Benjamin who had been loyal to Saul (vs. 29)  
1 Chron. 12:32  “And of the sons of Issachar, men who understood the times, with knowledge of what 
Israel should do, their chiefs were two hundred; and all their kinsmen were at their command.” 

vss. 6-9  The Jebusites taunted David when he went to take Jerusalem saying that the blind and the lame 
could defeat him.  David took the city, fortified it and made it his capital.  It becomes known forever more 
as “the city of David.” 

(1 Chron. 11:1-9 contains a nearly identical record of verses 1-9.) 
vs. 10  David becomes greater and greater in the Lord.   
vss. 11-12  Hiram of Tyre sent wood and workers to build a great house for David.  David was very thankful 

for this. (1 Chron. 14:1,2)  (Hiram later supplied materials for the temple that Solomon built.)      
vss. 13-16  David took more wives and concubines and had many more children: 11 more sons, plus the 6 he 

had already at Hebron plus uncounted daughters - maybe 30 to 40 children in all.  (1 Chron. 3:5-9; 14:3-
7)  This was forbidden in Duet. 17:17 and set the stage for the excesses of Solomon. 

vss. 17-21  Philistines heard that David is growing strong, so they went up strong against him.  David inquired 
of the Lord what to do.  The Lord told him to fight, and David defeated them. They took the Philistines’ 
idols and burned them. 
1 Chron. 14:12  “And they abandon their gods there; so David gave the order and they were burned.”   
This is in accordance with Duet. 7:25b. 

vss. 22-25  Philistines came again at David.  David again asked the Lord what to do. 
The Lord told him not to go up and fight them directly, but to go around behind them.  David followed 
instructions and defeated them thoroughly. 
2 Sam. 23:13-17 (1 Chron. 11:15-19) Tells of the bravery and heroism of some of David’s men at this 
time.   

Ch. 6  Death Of Uzzah, Ark Taken To Jerusalem 
1 Chron. 13:1-4  Tells of how David consulted with the people and them about bringing up the ark.  He told 

them to gather the Levites and the give regard to the ark for “we sought it not in the days of Saul.”   
vss. 1,2  David and 30,000 chosen men retrieved the ark of God to bring it to Jerusalem.  It has been at the 

house of Abinadab in Kiriath-jearim since the Philistines brought it back after it afflicted them after they 
captured it.  It about 90 years at that house.  (1 Chron. 13:5-14) 

vss. 3-5  With great fanfare and celebrating the ark is moved towards Jerusalem on a new cart, not carried by 
priests as the Law dictated.   
Numb. 4:5,6,15   “When the camp sets out, Aaron and his sons shall go in and they shall take down the 
veil of the screen and cover the ark of the testimony with it; 
6  and they shall lay a covering of porpoise skin on it, and shall spread over it a cloth of pure blue, and 
shall insert its poles. 
15  “And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the holy objects and all the furnishings of the 
sanctuary, when the camp is to set out, after that the sons of Kohath shall come to carry them, so that 
they may not touch the holy objects and die.  These are the things in the tent of meeting which the sons 
of Kohath are to carry. 
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vss. 6-7  Uzzah was struck dead when he reached up to stay the ark, but he was not allowed to touch holy 
things.  He had the very best intentions in mind, but was still wrong. 

vss. 8-10  David was very upset at the Lord for this, and he named the place in remembrance of Uzzah.  He 
left the ark in the house of Obed-edom, of family of Kohath, son of Levi. 

vs. 11  Obed-edom and his house were blessed for keeping the ark. 
vs. 12  David heard the Obed-edom is blessed for keeping the ark and so David goes and gets it and brings it 

to Jerusalem.  This time he moved it properly. 
1 Chron. 15:2,13  “Then David said, ‘No one is to carry the ark of God but the Levites; for the Lord 
chose them to carry the ark of God, and to minister to Him forever.’” 
13  “Because you did not carry it at the first, the LORD our God made an outburst on us, for we did not 
seek Him according to the ordinance.” 
1 Chron. 15:1-25 details the instructions to and preparations of the priests and the Levites.   

vss. 13-15  They offered sacrifices every six paces as the ark went by.  Several thousand oxen and calves 
must have been offered.  They were also dancing, shouting, and rejoicing. 

vs. 16  Milcah saw David dancing in front of the ark and despised him for it.   
vss. 17-19  David finally got the ark to place it will stay and offered a final sacrifice to God.  He then sent the 

people home with  a gift of food.  (1 Chron. 15:26-16:3) 
1 Chron. 16:4-36  David’s psalm of praise delivered by Asaph and the priestly singers.   
1 Chron. 16:37-43  The priests resume regular public worship with the ark as a centerpiece.   
vss. 20-23  Milcah confronted David and chastised him for how “shamefully” he acted and how he made a fool 

of himself.  David said that he is God’s anointed (not her father) and he has a right to celebrate before the 
Lord.  David said he is worthy of more honor than she is giving him and that she needed to learn humility, 
and he no longer lived with her as a husband does a wife.   

Ch. 7  David Conceives Of Proper Temple; Given Promise Of Everlasting Throne, Prayer Of 
Thanksgiving 
1 Chron. 17 is nearly a word for word parallel to this chapter.   
vss. 1-3  David told Nathan that He lived in a nice house, so asked why does the ark of God still resided in a 

tent?  Nathan says to do what He thinks is best.   
vss. 4-17  The Lord gave Nathan a vision to tell David.  
vss.  5-7   God said that His presence has been with them in a tent since Egypt.  Had He now asked for a 

house?  No. 
vss. 8-11  The Lord recounted the wonderful things that He had done for David: making him king and 

protecting him, and now will give him and the people rest. 
David had asked to build a house for the Lord, but the Lord will build on for Him.   

vss. 12,13  David’s son would  build the house,  Solomon was a man of peace, David a man of war. 
1 Chron. 28:3  “But God said to me, ‘You shall not build a house for my name because you are a man of war and  
have shed blood.’” 

vss. 14-16  David was promised an everlasting house, and a descendant that will have an everlasting throne 
– that one is Jesus. 

vss. 18-29  David’s prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving.   
This prayer shows the humility of David and how is dependent on God for all things. 

Questions 
1.)  What did the Jebusites say to David? 
 
 
 
2.)  What city is forever more known as “the city of David”?   
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3.)  Why wouldn’t David drink the water that was offered to him by some of his men during the time 
of his fighting with the Philistines?   
 
 
 
4.)  What kind of fanfare accompanied David’s first attempt to bring the ark to Jerusalem? 
 
 
 
5.)  What did Uzzah do that was so bad?   
 
 
 
6.)  At first, did David realize why Uzzah was struck dead?   
 
 
 
7.)  How did David figure out how to move the ark properly on the second attempt to move it?   
 
 
 
8.)  How happy was David when they got it to Jerusalem?   
 
 
 
9.)  What did they do with the ark once they got it to Jerusalem? 
 
 
 
10.)  Why did David want to build a Temple?  
 
 
 
11.)  Was he allowed to build the house of God? 
 
 
 
12.)  What did God do for David since he had the mind to ask to do it?   
 
 
 
13.)  How was God’s promise to have one of David’s descendants reign on his throne forever 
accomplished?  What king descended from David did Judah or Israel have after the Babylonian 
captivity?   
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Lesson 15: Wars And Rewards 
2 Sam. 8-10 (1 Chron. 18,19) 

Ch. 8  David Defeats All Enemies 
1 Chron. 18 contains a nearly word for word parallel record of this chapter.   
vss. 1,2  David defeated the Philistines and the Moabites. 
vss. 3-8  David defeated Hadadezer, king of Zobah, and gained control of land all the way to the Euphrates 

river.  He also defeated the Arameans who came to help Hadadezer.  David took great spoils, much 
territory and many cities. 

vss. 9-10  The Toi, king of Hamath, who was also an enemy of Hadadezer, king of Zobah, sent his son to 
bless David.   

vss. 11,12  List of all those that David has defeated. 
vss. 13,14  The Edomites were also brought under David’s control. 

By these victories, David controlled all the territory from the Euphrates to the Sinai, and from the 
Mediterranean to the Desert.  The only thing he did not control is Lebanon, which was ruled by his friend 
Hiram.  This is a long way from 20 years before when he was chased through the land by Saul.   
So long as he depended on the Lord and lived by faith he prospered greatly.   

vss. 15-18  Lists the chief servants who served David. 

Ch. 9  Mephibosheth Honored 
vs. 1  David wanted to show kindness to a relative of Saul for the sake of Jonathan who had been such a 

good friend. 
vss. 2-4  Ziba, formerly a head servant in Saul’s house, was brought in and asked him if any of Saul’s 

descendants were still living.  He said the Mephibosheth, the cripple, was still living. 
2 Sam 4:4   “Now Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son crippled in his feet.  He was five years old when the 
report of Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel, and his nurse took him up and fled.  And it happened 
that in her hurry to flee, he fell and became lame.  And his name was Mephibosheth.” 

vss. 5-8  Mephibosheth was brought to David, and David promised to give him back his family land and 
bought him to the royal court. 

vss. 9-13  Ziba and his sons are ordered to go and work he ancestral lands of Saul that have been given to 
Mephibosheth, but Mephibosheth would remain at court. 

Ch. 10  Ammonites Shameful Conduct, Them And Arameans Defeated 
1 Chron. 19 contains a nearly word for word parallel record of this chapter.   
vs. 1  The King of Ammon died and was succeeded by his son. 
vss. 2-5  David sent men to show respect and keep friendly relations.  The Ammonites accused these men of 

being spies and then completely embarrassed them and drive them away.  David was greatly angered. 
vs. 6  The Ammonites hired 34,000 Aramean (modern Syria) soldiers to protect themselves from David. 
1 Chron. 19:6,7 mentions another town that they hired soldiers from and that there were 32,000 chariots.   
vss. 7-8  Joab goes to meet the Ammonites and their mercenaries. 
vss. 9-14  Joab attacked the Aramean mercenaries with the best of his troops.  Abashai took the rest of the 

army against the Ammonites.  They fought on two fronts and had plans to back each other up in case of 
trouble.   
vs. 12  “Be strong, and let us show ourselves courageous for the sake of our people and for the cities of 
our God; and may the LORD do what is good in His sight.” 
The mercenaries fought, then fled before Joab.  The Ammonites saw that their help was gone and were 
chased by Abashai back into their cities. 
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vss. 15-19  The Arameans went home and decided to avenge themselves of the defeat that David gave them.  
David thoroughly defeated them agian.  Then they decided that it would be best to make peace and not 
help David’s enemies anymore. 

Questions 
1.)  How successful was David and his armies at war?   
 
 
 
2.)  How did David reign as he became so rich and powerful?   
 
 
 
3.)  What had David promised long before to Saul (1 Sam. 24:20-22) and to Jonathan (1 Sam. 20:42)? 
 
 
 
4.)  How was Mephibosheth honored by David?   
 
 
 
5.)  What was Ziba told to do?   
 
 
 
6.)  What did the Ammonites do to David’s ambassadors? 
 
 
 
7.)  What did David do about it?   
 
 
 
8.)  Who did the Ammonites hire to help them against David?   
 
 
 
9.)  After their battles with David, did the Arameans want to fight him any more?   
 
 
 



The Kings Of The Jews  37 
 

Lesson 16: David And Bathsheba 
2 Sam. 11,12 (1 Chron. 20:1-3) 

Ch. 11  David And Bathsheba 
vs. 1  The armies went off to war, but David stayed in Jerusalem. 
vss. 2-5  David saw Bathsheba, inquired about her, brought her to his house and got her pregnant.   
vss. 6-13  When David found out, he called Uriah back from the front so that he could go into his wife and he 

would that think the baby was his.  Uriah did not go into his wife since the armies and the ark are out in 
the field.   
Uriah said that he could not go into his house because of the hardship of his brethren at arms in the field.   
He showed a deep respect for duty.  Uriah’s actions were a direct rebuke to David and his continual 
sneaky actions in this matter.   
David tried again to get Uriah to go into his house by making him drunk first, but this also failed.   

vss. 14-21  According to David’s arrangement, Josiah made sure that Uriah was abandoned in battle so that 
he would be killed.  Another good man was also lost in the ruse that was used to the Uriah into position 
for the enemy to kill him.   

vss. 22-25  David was informed of the death of Uriah.  He sent a coded message back to Joab letting him 
know that he was pleased. 

vss. 26,27  As soon as possible, David married Bathsheba and she gave birth to his son.   
Even if this had been successfully hidden from everyone in town (which it was not – at least David’s 
servants knew) it was not hidden from God and it made the Lord angry.   

Ch. 12  David Convicted, Repents, Suffers 
vss. 1-6  David’s old friend Nathan the prophet came and told him a story of a rich man who took a poor 

man’s only ewe lamb.  David saw the obvious crass selfishness and injustice of it and said that such a 
man should die as well as make restitution. 
His sympathies were aroused and he was deeply moved to indignation, but his conscience was asleep 
regarding his own sins. 

vss. 7-15a  Nathan told David that he was the man.  As a result of David’s sin, his house would always have 
the sword (violence), some of David’s wives will be taken from him, and the child will die.   
David did repent.  See Ps. 51. 

vss. 15b-23  The child got sick and dies.  David mourned while he was living, then got on with life when the 
child was dead.  David knew that he could do no more, but will he could see the child again in eternity. 

22  “And he said, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who knows, the 
LORD may be gracious to me, that the child may live.’ 
23  But now he has died; why should I fast?  Can I bring him back again?  I shall go to him, but he 
will not return to me.” 

vss. 24,25  David and Bathsheba had another son, Solomon, who is loved by the Lord. 
vss. 26-31   Joab began capturing Ammonite towns.  David and the people came out from Jerusalem to finish 

job and took many cities and much booty. 

Questions 
1.)  What do you think David’s first sin was in regard to Bathsheba?   
 
 
 
2.)  How much should one “inquire” about another when either one is married?   
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3.)  How did David first try to cover his adultery?   
 
 
 
4.)  What did David do next to cover his adultery?   
 
 
 
5.)  What did David tell Joab to do in order to cover his adultery?   
 
 
 
6.)  Did Joab show any compunction about having someone killed for his boss?   
 
 
 
7.)  Who knew and disapproved of David’s actions?   
 
 
 
8.)  What story did Nathan tell?   
 
 
 
9.)  Why did doing this take great courage?   
 
 
 
10.)  What consequences came on David for this?   
 
 
 
11.)  How did David react when his child was sick? 
 
 
 
12.) How did David react when his child died? 
 
 
 
13.)  What did David finally do to the Ammonites? 
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Lesson 17: Trouble Comes To The House Of David 
2 Sam. 13-15 

Ch. 13  Amnon Raped Tamar, Killed Amnon By Absalom 
vss. 1,2  Amnon was deeply in love/lust with Tamar his half sister, but rightly could have her. 
vss. 3-5  Jonadab, Amnon’s cousin, told him how he could get Tamar to come to him.  He pretended to be 

sick and sent for her to come and nurse him. 
vss. 7-14  When she came to care for him, he got her alone in the bedroom and raped her in spite of her 

pleas.  She said that the king would give her to him if he wanted.  Even though this would be contrary to 
Lev. 18:9-11 which forbade sisters and brother (including half siblings) from marrying each other, but 
what was lawful was not what was under consideration here – she was trying to keep him from raping her. 

vss. 15-17  Amnon then hated Tamar greatly and had her thrown out – again, in spite of her pleadings. 
Amnon shows us the complete selfishness of lust and its destructiveness compared to real love.   

vs. 18,19  Tamar went into mourning. 
vss. 20-22  Absalom, the full brother of Tamar, took care of Tamar and plotted revenge, although he took care 

not to show what was in his heart.  David found about the rape and was angry, but did nothing about it.  
Amnon was not punished although he deserved the death penalty.   

vss. 23-27  A full two years later Absalom invited all the king’s sons to come to his place in the country.  
Absolom was very insistent that all the princes come.   

vss. 28,29  Absalom had Amnon murdered and all the other sons fled for their lives. 
vss. 30,31  David recieved a premature report that Absalom had killed all his sons.  He mourned greatly. 
vss. 32,33  Jonadab realized the mistake and informed David that only Amnon was killed. 
vss. 34-36  David’s sons came back and the whole house mourned. 
vss. 37-39  Absalom fled to escape retribution.  He went to Geshur – northwest of the sea of Galilee.  He was 

the grandson of the king there.   
2 Sam. 3:3  “Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur” 
David longed to see him again and did not think of punishment for him either.   

Ch. 14  Absalom Restored Through The Work Of Joab 
vss. 1-3  Joab, David’s nephew (1 Chron. 2:14-16) and general, devised a plan to restore his cousin Absalom 

to David. 
vss. 4-7   Joab sent a woman of Tekoa to tell David a story about brothers who fought.  One had killed the 

other and now the people wanted her remaining son to be put to death. 
vss. 8-11  David told the woman that he would not let the avenger of blood touch her remaining son.    

This story was crafted to appeal to David’s sympathy, just as Nathan’s story of the poor man’s one little 
lamb taken by the rich man was.   
But this story had major incongruities with the case of Absalom – this was a case of manslaughter where 
the man could go to the city of refuge, Absalom had killed in cold blood after years of nursing a grudge 
and careful plotting.  Also, the manslaughter had fled to city of refuge for protection of the priests of God, 
not to the safety of a foreign king.   

vss. 12-17  The woman wondered why David would do this for her, but not for his own son. 
vss. 18-20  David asked the woman if Joab has put her up to this, and she admitted that he had. 
vss. 21-24  David had Joab bring Absalom back, back he was not allowed to see King David.  Absalom’s 

partial reconciliation was a cause for future trouble.  David would have been better off to completely rebuff 
or fully reconcile with Absolom.   

vss. 25-27  Absalom was recorded as being very handsome.  He grew about 3 lbs. of hair a year – a sign of 
great manliness.  He had a family in Jerusalem, but none of the sons are named, probably because they 
all died in infancy. 
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2 Sam. 18:18  “I have no son to preserve my name.” 
vss. 28-30  Absalom called for Joab twice but he did not come, so his servants burned Joab’s field to get his 

attention. 
vss. 31-33  Joab went to Absalom who was tired of being treated coldly by the king and demanded to see his 

father.  Joab brought him to brought to David who finally received him. 

Ch. 15  Absalom’s Coup 
vss. 1-6  Absalom positioned himself well before the people.  He stationed himself at the gate, told the people 

who came with problems that the king did not care for them, and that he wished that he were a judge so 
that he could practice justice and set things straight for them. 

vss. 7-9  After four years in Jerusalem, when Absalom thought that he was strong enough, he excused 
himself from Jerusalem on the pretense of going to worship God. 

vss. 10-12  When Absalom had all his people ready, he called 200 important men, including Ahithophel, one 
of the kings primary advisors, to meet him.  They thought they were going to join the king’s son, not a 
rebellion.     
Between the important people unwittingly called to Absalom just before the conspiracy was made known 
and the agents that Absalom had planted, he was in a very strong position. 

vss. 13-16  Due to Absalom’s strength the entire royal household decided to flee.  Only 10 concubines were 
left to keep the royal house. 

vss. 17,18  On the way out of town David stopped and assembled his loyalists who are going out with him into 
traveling groups.  Several important families went with him plus the entire band who had been with him in 
the wilderness during the pursuits of Saul: and the Cherethites, mercenaries from Crete (?) and the 
Pelethites, mercenaries from southern Philistia.   

vss. 19-22  David told Ittai the Gittite, a Philistine who had brought his family and his men over to David, that 
there is no reason for him to have to come with all his family because he just got to Jerusalem and this 
was not his fight.  But Ittai swore complete allegiance to the David and went along. 

vs. 23  The people of the land mourned as David went to live in the wilderness.  
vss. 24-29  Zadok (High Priest by Saul) and Abiathar (High Priest by David) and many other priests came out 

with the ark.  David sent them back saying that if it is the Lord’s will he would come back to them.  He also 
asked them to keep him informed of happenings in Jerusalem.   

vs. 30  David and his people went into the wilderness weeping. 
vs. 31  David heard that Ahithophel was in league with Absalom.  He knew that he was a very wise advisor 

and prayed that he might not give the good advice that he was capable of.   
He had been a wise counselor to David, but now joined fully with Absalom.   

1 Chron. 27:3  “And Ahithophel was counselor to the king; and Hushai the Archite was the king’s 
friend.” 

vss. 32-37  David met Hushai, his advisor.  David told him to go back, pretend to be a friend to Absalom and 
send word of his movements by the sons of the priests to David and to counteract Ahithophel’s good 
advise.  
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Questions 
1.)  What caused the animosity between Absalom and Amnon? 
 
 
 
2.)  What did Absalom do about it?   
 
 
 
3.)  How did David punish the wickedness of his sons?   
 
 
 
4.)  How did Joab devise to get Absalom back? 
 
 
 
5.)  List some errors in the way the Joab and the woman he hired argued before David for Absalom? 
 
 
 
6.)  What was Absalom’s physical appearance? 
 
 
 
7.)  How did Absalom ingratiate himself to the people? 
 
 
 
8.)  How did Absalom gain power in a single day once his plot was put into motion? 
 
 
 
9.)  In the decline and downfall of Saul, those who were closest to Saul and knew him best seemed 
most likely to join David.  Was this also true of David in his moment of defeat?   
 
 
 
10.)  Who from David’s house stayed behind in Jerusalem?   
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Lesson 18: Intrigues And Lies During Absalom’s Rebellion 
2 Sam. 16,17 

Ch. 16  David And The Loyalists Flee Jerusalem 
vss. 1-4  Ziba, the servant of Mephibosheth, came with donkeys for the king’s house to ride on and food for 

the refugees.  David asked about Mephibosheth and Ziba said that he was staying in Jerusalem in order 
to regain power for Saul’s house.  David gave all of Mephibosheth’s possessions to Ziba for his loyalty 
and Mephibosheth’s treachery.  (2 Sam. 19:24ff  it seems that Ziba was lying.)   

vss. 5-8  As the refugees left town, Shimei a relative of Saul, cursed and chided David while throwing rocks at 
him and his people.  He said that David was getting what was coming to him. 

vss. 9-13  Abashai wanted permission to go kill him.  David wondered why the sons of Zeruiah always wanted 
to kill someone.  He said to let him curse because if a son of David could try to kill him, then a relative of 
Saul could curse him. 

vs. 14  David and his people arrived weary, but alive, in the wilderness. 
vss. 15-19  Absalom and Ahithophel arrived in Jerusalem and were met by Hushai who pledged loyalty to 

Absalom (but who was still loyal to David). 
vss. 20-22  On Ahithophel’s advice, Absalom went into his father’s concubines in a tent on the palace roof so 

that all the people could see.  This is one way of showing that he is in complete charge now. 
Nathan predicted this in 2 Sam. 12:9-12: 
9  “Why have you despised the word of the Lord by doing evil in His sight?  You have struck down 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the 
sword of the sons of Ammon. 
10  Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me and 
have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 
11  Thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you from your own household;  I will even 
take your wives before your eyes, and give them to your companion, and he shall lie with your wives in 
broad daylight. 
12  Indeed you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, and under the sun.’” 

vs. 23  Both David and Absalom realized that Ahithophel was giving very good advise to Absalom, just as 
David feared that he would. (2 Sam. 15:31-34) 

Ch. 17  Hushai Outmaneuvers Ahithophel 
vss. 1-4  Ahithophel asked Absalom for 12,000 men so that he could defeat David immediately before he had 

a chance to rest and regroup.  All agreed to the plan. 
Ahithophel seems to have been tricked into this conspiracy like so many others had.  At this point the 
main thing going for Absalom was that so many people thought that so many people had joined up on his 
side.  If time of serious reflection were taken, then it would seem that the vast majority of people would 
have been on beloved king David’s side.  Ahithophel’s plan was to get David and get him quickly before 
there was any chance for the other side to get their bearings and get situated.   

vss. 5-14  Absalom decided to also ask Hushai, David’s old advisor what he should do.  He advised against 
the plan saying that David was strong and would be well hidden. 
Instead of immediately sending the forces at hand, he told Absalom to gather the whole of the people 
together and lead the great army himself to glorious victory.   
Absalom and his people agreed that it was good advice, but it wasn’t.  The Lord was using Hushai’s 
advice to destroy Absalom. 

vss. 15,16   Hushai told the priests Absalom’s plan and to send word to David to find a safer place. 
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vss. 17-20  The priests sent word to their sons who were staying just outside the city.  They were seen, and 
had to take refuge in a well where the farmer’s wife hid them so that Absalom’s servants could not find 
them. 

vss. 21,22  Since he was warned, David and his people were able to get to a safer place across the Jordan. 
vs. 23  Ahithophel committed suicide when his advice was not followed.  He realized that he had joined the 

losing side of the rebellion.   
vss. 24-26  Absalom and his army, under Amasa, crossed the Jordan to come after David.  Amasa’s father 

“went into” Abigail, a sister of Joab’s mother.  That made him a cousin of Joab, the nephew of David.   
2 Chron. 2:12-17  “Boaz became the father of Obed, and Obed became the father of Jesse; 
13  and Jesse became the father of Eliab his first-born… 
15  David the seventh; 
16  and their sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail.  And the three sons of Zeruiah were Abshai, Joab, and 
Asahel. 
17  And Abigail bore Amasa, and the father of Amasa was Jether the Ishmaelite.” 
(David was also married to an Abigail, widow of Nabal and had a niece name Abigail who married 
Solomon’s son Rehoboam.)   

vss. 27,29  By this time, some Ammonites had come to David with all manner of food and supplies. 

Questions 
1.)  What good thing did Ziba do for David? 
 
 
 
2.)  Why did he say that Mephibosheth his master did not accompany him?  Was this true?   
 
 
 
3.)  Was David in a fighting mood as he and his loyalists left Jerusalem? 
 
 
 
4.)  What was Ahithophel’s first advice to Absalom?  Why was this considered to be very wise advice? 
 
 
 
5.)  Why was Ahithophel’s plan (immediate war with fewer men) better than Hushai’s plan (assemble 
a massive force)? 
 
 
 
6.)  How did Hushai convince Absalom to pursue a plan very much worse than the alternative?   
 
 
 
7.)  Where did the priests/spies hide to avoid capture by Absalom’s men?   
 
 
 
8.)  Who did Absalom make his general?  What was his connection to Absalom?   
 
 
 
9.)  Aside from space between his people and Absalom’s army, what did David gain by going to the 
other side of the Jordan River?   
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Lesson 19: Absalom’s Rebellion Ended With Much Bitterness 
2 Sam. 18,19 

Ch. 18  Absalom’s Army Defeated, Absalom Killed By Joab 
vss. 1-5  David readied his army and sent them out to meet Absalom.  David did not go out because the 

people wanted to make sure he was not hurt or killed. 
David charged them to deal gently with Absalom.  (David seems to not have had a firm grasp on the true 
situation through much of the entire episode with Absalom.) 

vss. 6-8   David and his servants defeated the 20,000 that came with Absalom with the help of the forest.  
Many were killed as they fled through the thickets, briars and marshes.  Even cliffs were a danger in this 
forest near the Jordan River valley.  Wild animals would also have been a problem. 

vss. 9-15  Absalom was riding his mule and got his head stuck in some tree branches and was caught and 
hung up, quiet possibly by his great head of hair.  A man told Joab about this and Joab chided him for not 
killing Absalom.  The man said that he would not do such a thing since the king said not to – even for a 
great sum of money.  He rebuked Joab for even thinking about killing the prince.  Joab was more 
concerned about cold political reality than the king’s sentimental commands, so he put three spears in 
Absalom and had his armor bearers finished what was left of the wayward prince. 

vss. 16-18  Absalom was buried.  A monument that Absalom built for himself was allowed by David to remain 
as a memorial to him.   

vss. 19-23  Joab sent a messenger back to David,  Ahimaaz the son of Zadok wanted to go with the news but 
was refused by Joab.  He implored Joab and was allowed to go.  He outran and overtook the messenger 
Joab sent. 

vss. 24-27  Ahimaaz approached the camp and all knew that he had good news. 
vss. 28-30  Ahimaaz told that they had defeated Absalom, but when asked about the welfare of Absalom 

himself he would not say for sure. 
vss. 31-33  The other messenger, a Cushite, came and proclaimed the death of Absalom. 

David greatly mourned his son publicly. 

Ch. 19  David Chastised By Joab, Returned To Jerusalem 
vss. 1-4  David grieved greatly for his son, so much so that the rejoicing for the victory was turned to mourning 

and his loyalists quietly return to the city. 
vss. 5-8  Joab chided David for his carrying one and not showing love or appreciation for those who helped 

him, but only for Absalom who hated him.  Joab told David to go speak to his people. 
vss. 9-10  The people were caught in a dilemma: David fled and Absalom is dead so what to do now?  
vss. 11-13  David sent word to the elders of Judah and asked them why they had not brought him, one of their 

own back?  He also promised Amasa that he could lead the army in place of Joab (possibly because 
Joab killed Absalom). 

vss. 14,15  Judah sends word for David to come back and go to meet him at the Jordan. 
vss. 16-23  Many Benjamites went out with Judah to the Jordan to greet David, including Ziba, and Shimei, 

the one who cursed David (who now seemed to be first in line to welcome him back).  He repented and 
asked David to forgive him.  Abashai still wanted to put him to death.  David again observed that the sons 
of Zeruiah always wanted to put someone to death and did not allow it since this was a day of rejoicing. 
David did have him punished later however, 1 Kings 2:8,9.  Solomon was to punish him and several 
others that David did not deal with during his lifetime.   

vss. 24-29  Mephibosheth came to David.  David asked why he, as a member of his house, did not come out. 
Mephibosheth explained that he was going to, but since he was lame his servant (certainly Ziba), took 
advantage of him and stole his donkey.   David was satisfied with the explanation and returned half of the 
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land that he had given to Ziba to Mephibosheth.  Mephibosheth said that Ziba could have it all so long as 
David was returned safely. 

vss. 31-39   Barzilla, an old man who lived in Gilead, had helped David while he was in flight.  David asked 
him to come live with him in Jerusalem.  Barzilla refused saying he is old and would not enjoy all the good 
things there.  He asks that his servant Chimham could go in his place.  Chimham went to Jerusalem with 
the king and all the people. 

vss. 40-43  The men of Israel were mad at those of Judah and Benjamin for bringing the king back with out 
having their delegations there.  Many hard feelings resulted. 

Questions 
1.)  How did the people show their great concern and care for David? 
 
 
 
2.)  How did the battle go so badly for Absalom? 
 
 
 
3.)  Where did he end up? 
 
 
 
4.)  What did the man who found him do?  What did Joab do?   
 
 
 
5.)  Why didn’t Joab want a good and trusted man like Ahimaaz to deliver the news of the battle to 
David? 
 
 
 
6.)  How sharp was the watchman’s eye?   
 
 
 
7.)  What was most important to David on this day of great victory?   
 
 
 
8.)  Was David in the mood for retaliation and recriminations as he traveled back to his palace? 
 
 
 
9.)  Why did Mephibosheth say that he hadn’t gone with David to the wilderness?  What did David do 
with him?   
 
 
 
10.)  Why was Israel mad at Judah and Benjamin?  Who did they say was bigger? 
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Lesson 20: More Troubles 
2 Sam. 20,21 

Ch. 20  Sheba’s Rebellion, Amasa Killed, Sheba Beheaded 
vss. 1,2  Sheba, a Benjamite, took advantage of the hard feelings between Israel and Judah over the return of 

David and called Israel to follow him instead of David.  Most of Israel followed him into rebellion.   Only 
the tribe of Judah remained steadfastly with David. 

vs. 3  When David returned to Jerusalem., he would not receive the ten concubines that Absalom had gone 
into and no longer lived as a husband with them.   

vss. 4,5  David told Amasa to gather the army in three days to pursue Sheba.  Amasa did not accomplish the 
first task given to him.   

vss. 6-10  Since Amasa was late, David told Abashai (Joab’s brother) to take the army and go after Sheba.  
Abashai, Joab and their men started out and met Amasa along the way.  Joab gave him a friendly 
greeting and then ran him through with a sword. 

vss. 11-14  Some of the army declared that they would follow Joab, but few would walk by/over the bleeding 
body of Amasa in the road.  So they dragged him away and threw him in a field.  Then the army followed 
Joab to war.   

vss. 15-22  Joab laid siege to Abel Beth-maacah where Sheba fled.  They are in the process of tearing the 
walls down to get into the city when Joab was approached by a wise woman who asked why they were 
tearing down their peaceful town. 
Joab said that it was because Sheba, who rebelled against David, was there.  The woman said that his 
head would be given to Joab, so he didn’t need to tear down the city.  She told the people of the town 
about this, and they cut of his head and threw it out. 

vss. 23-25  Joab was now firmly back in charge of the army.  Other important men listed. 

Ch. 21  Gibeonites’ Revenge And War With Philistines 
vs. 1  There was famine and distress in Israel because the past sin of King Saul had not been rectified. 

National crime: national punishment.  When or why Saul killed the Gibeonites is not recorded.  Maybe it 
was because they were from the same town and he coveted their lands.   

vss. 2-6  The Gibeonites were descendants of the Amorites.  These people were not to be destroyed (Josh. 
9), but Saul had attempted to destroy them anyhow.  David asked what they would wish for 
repayment/retribution. They said that they had no desire for money and did not have the authority to put 
anyone to death.  David said he would give them whatever they wanted.  They decided upon hanging 
seven of Saul’s descendants.  They acted as blood avengers on the house of Saul.    
Either this is a case of collective guilt, or (I think more likely since the whole nation wa s punished it was 
probably a state approved sin and not the action of a few individuals) Saul’s sons and family took part in 
the massacre.  In most monarchies close relatives of the king (royalty) are put in positions of influence 
and responsibility.  Vs. 1 said that Saul’s house was a bloody house. 

vss. 7-9  The seven were delivered, but David spared Mephibosheth because of the oath he had with his 
father Jonathan. They others were hanged by the Gibeonites. 
Numb. 35:33  “So you shall not pollute the land in which you are; for blood pollutes the land and no 
expiation can be made for the land for the blood that is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed 
it.” 

vs. 10  Rizpah, a former concubine of Saul, and mother of two of those hanged, went into mourning and kept 
the animals away from their bodies.  (Do not even murderers have mothers who love them?) 

vss. 11-14  David was informed of her devotion.  He gathered the bones of Saul and Jonathan from Jabesh-
gilead and those of the seven who were hanged and buried them all in the family tomb. 
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There was almost no one from the house of Saul left alive and the dead have been properly buried.  The 
book on Saul is closed.  Saul is seldom mentioned again.  (Referenced in the circumstances in which 
David wrote some Psalms 2 Sam. 22; Ps. 18; 52; 54; 57; 59.)  1 Chron. 26:28 mentions his name in a list 
of important men, and in Isa. 10:19 Gibeah is mentioned as Saul’s hometown).  Compare this to the 
repeated references to David and other kings throughout the scriptures.  He is gone and good riddance.   

vss. 15-17  The Philistines fought with Israel again – while David had been faithful they were subdued.  David, 
who was getting old by now, became tired and the son of Goliath was about to be killed until Abashai 
stepped in and saved him.  From then on the men would not let David go out to battle. 

vss. 18,19  David again has the fight the Philistines.  Two more sons of Goliath are killed. 
vss. 20-22  More war with the Philistines, more relatives of Goliath, even one with six fingers and 6 toes,   

killed.  Modernists insist that the Bible makes a mistake here concerning who killed Goliath.  But why can’t 
there be another Goliath in the next generation just as there is another Jonathan? 

Questions 
1.)  Why was David’s return to Jerusalem not a happy one?   
 
 
 
2.)  How did David treat the women that Absalom laid with?   
 
 
 
3.)  Did Amasa prove to be an effective replacement for Joab in leading the army? 
 
 
 
4.)  What happened to Amasa?   
 
 
 
 
5.)  What did the people of Abel do to Sheba?  Why?   
 
 
 
 
6.)  Why did the nation of Israel suffer? 
 
 
 
 
7.)  Who did the Gibeonites want put to death?  Who was spared? 
 
 
 
 
8.)  Why was Israel punished in David’s time for things that happened during  Saul’s reign? 
 
 
 
 
9.)  What did Rizpah do?  What did she gain by it? 
 
 
 
 
10.)  Who was David’s last personal battle with? 
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Lesson 21  Concluding Records Of David’s Life 
2 Sam. 22,23 

This section is not chronological.  The history of David in Samuel and the Kings is broadly chronological, but with 
groupings of wars with wars, family troubles with family troubles, etc.  Here are some important events in the life 
of David grouped together and told just before the record of his death (the story of the first chapters of 1 Kings) 
rather than interrupt the main storyline by telling them earlier.   

Ch. 22  David’s Song Of Thanksgiving 
This song is repeated in Ps. 18 with only slight variation.  Possibly David revised it slightly before putting it 
with the full collection of his poems. 
vs. 1  This psalm of David is from early in his life, at the time of his deliverance from Saul. 
vss. 2-20  The Lord was David’s deliverer in very troubled times.    
vss. 21-28  David received that help because he obeyed the Lord. 
vss. 29-40  Describes the mighty help and strengthening from the Lord.  
vss. 41-46  Details the defeat of foreign enemies. 
vss. 47-51  Closing: Praise to God for His glorious deeds. 

Ch. 23  David’s Final Song And Mighty Men 
vss. 1-7  This final song of David extolled the mercy and justice of God. 
vss. 8-39  37 of David’s mighty men.  3 leaders listed, then 2 more, then 32 more. 

vss. 8-12  The 3 mightiest men and their nearly superhuman feats. 
vs. 8  Josheb-basshebeth, a.k.a. Adino the Eznite, killed 800 at one time. 
vss. 9,10  Eleazar won a battle against the Philistines single-handedly.  The rest of the people 

returned after he was victorious. 
vss. 11-12  Shammah also stood his ground and defeated the Philistines alone. 

vss. 13-17  A story of the bravery of three valiant men together.  It’s not clear who three these were.  
During a fierce fight, the Philistines held the low ground in and around Bethlehem while David and his 
men where in a stronghold in the nearby hills.  David was thirsty and mentioned that he wanted to 
drink from his hometown well.  Three fought their way through the Philistines, got water and brought it 
back.  David would not drink it since they had risked their lives for it.  Rather he poured it out as an 
offering for the Lord. 

vss. 18-23  Two were greatly distinguished among the thirty.  They were very valiant and greatly honored, 
but were not quite like the first three. 
vss. 18,19  Abashai, the brother of Joab, killed 300 and still could not attain to the first three. 
vss. 20-23  Benaiah was also greatly honored.  He killed a large Egyptian with the Egyptians own 

spear, a lion and several other important enemies.  But he was not quite with the three either. 
vss. 24-39  List of the other thirty mighty men. 

32 are listed in all.  Two were known to be dead (Asahel the brother of Joab and Uriah the husband of 
Bathsheeba).  Probably there were 30 at all times.  If any died they were replaced.   
Note: Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband mentioned.  Doesn’t the fact that he was a man of such valor 
make David’s betrayal all the worse? 
Also Joab is not mentioned although his brothers (Abashai, vss. 18,19, Asahel, vs. 24) and even his 
armor bearers (vs. 37) are mentioned.  Was Joab not listed because as general his story was already 
sufficiently told, or did he lack the character to be listed among such men of valor.   
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Questions 
1.)  22:26-28  What is the determining factor on how the Lord treats us?   
 
 
 
 
2.)  What New Testament passage does 22:36 remind us of?   
 
 
 
 
3.)  As we might expect, David was delivered from his enemies, violent men (22:49) and foreigners 
(vss. 44,45).  But who else did he need protection from? (vs. 44) 
 
 
 
 
4.)  Read David’s final song: 23:1-7.   Was David a bitter old man?   
 
 
 
 
5.)  What kind of soldiers surrounded David?   
 
 
 
 
6.)  If Abashai had killed 300, why wasn’t he listed in the top three of David’s valiant men? 
 
 
 
 
7.)  Who is the most recognizable name in the list of David’s valiant men? 
 
 



50 2 Samuel 
 

Lesson 22: Numbering And Pestilence 
2 Sam. 24 (1 Chron. 21) 

Ch. 24 (1 Chron. 21)  People Numbered, Punishment By Pestilence, Altar Built 
vs. 1  David ordered the people to be numbered (a national census).  Moses had numbered the people, but it 

was a religious obligation carried out by the priests.   
Ex. 30:13,14  “This is what everyone who is numbered shall give: half a shekel according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary (the shekel is twenty gerahs), half a shekel as a contribution to the LORD. 
14  Everyone who is numbered, from twenty years old and over, shall give the contribution to the 
LORD.” 
David seemed to do it to know how many people he could muster for war.  2 Sam. 24:1 says that God 
moved against Israel to cause this.  1 Chron. 21:1 says that Satan moved David to do it.   

vss. 2-9  David orders Joab to number the people.  Even Joab (often not a strong moral barometer) knew 
enough to object, but still did it when David insisted.   
Joab and his men counted 800,000 men of Israel and 500,000 men of Judah.  1 Chron. 21:5 gives the 
number as 1,100,000 and 470,000.  The fact that the numbers are different could be 1.) scribal error or 2.) 
these are different sets of preliminary numbers that were never finalized.   
1 Chron. 27:23  “But David did not count those twenty years of age and under, because the Lord had 
said He would multiply Israel as the stars of heaven. 
24  Joab the son of Zeruiah had begun to count them, but did not finish; and because of this, wrath came 
upon Israel, and the number was not included in the account of the chronicles of King David.” 
Also 1 Chron. 21:6 says that Joab skipped numbering Levi and Benjamin because he knew it was a 
terrible thing to do.   

vss. 10-14  David realized that he has sinned almost as soon as he had done this.  1 Chron. 21:7 says that 
God was displeased.  David repented and prayed even before he was rebuked for it.  The prophet Gad 
was sent to David to choose which punishment should be inflicted for his sin.  He could choose: 

1.) 7 year famine,  
2.) 3 month pursuit by enemies, or  
3.) 3 day pestilence.  

Al of these things are national punishments because the sin of the king in his governance of the nation is 
a national issue.  David did not want to fall into the hand of a man, so he asked for a direct punishment 
from God because He is merciful. 

vss. 15,16  The Lord sent a pestilence that killed 70,000.  The angel who was bringing the pestilence was 
about to strike Jerusalem when he was stopped by the Lord as the threshing floor of Araunah. (Ornan in 
Chronicles.) 

vss. 17  David, as he saw the plague coming, prayed for the Lord to punish him and his house for his sin, and 
leave the people alone. 
1 Chron. 21:17 says that he was there with the elders – all clothed in sackcloth.   

vss. 18-25  David was told to go to the threshing floor where the plague was stopped and built an altar.  
Araunah goes to meet the king who says he wants to be the threshing floor in order to build an altar.  
Araunah offered it to David the land, the oxen and the supplies as a gift.  David said that he would not 
offer God what cost him nothing, so he bought everything and made an altar.  David offered sacrifices 
and the plague is stopped. 

1 Chron. 21:26  The Lord sent fire from heaven to the altar.  He stopped the avenging angel and had him 
sheath his sword.   

1 Chron. 21:28-30  David had the tabernacle and altar of regular worship moved there, but would not go 
himself due to fear of the avenging angel that he had seen there.    
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Questions 
1.)  What was so bad about numbering the people? 
 
 
 
 
2.)  Who caused David to sin by numbering the people?  The Lord?  Satan?  David?   
 
 
 
 
3.)  How well did Joab do the job?   
 
 
 
 
4.)  Why did David choose the punishment of pestilence? 
 
 
 
 
5.)  What stopped the pestilence before it got to Jerusalem?   
 
 
 
 
6.)  What became of Ornan’s threshing-floor? 
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Lesson 23  David’s Ordering And Preparing Of Religious  
And Military Matters In His Latter Days, And Final Speech 

1 Chron. 22-29 
Ch. 22  David Readied Many Materials 

vss. 1-5  David made great preparations of men and material for the temple before his death.  It obviously was 
a project very much on his mind.  

vss. 6-16  Since David was a man of blood he could not build the temple.  He charged Solomon to do it but 
told him that he would only be able do it if he was faithful to God.  David cataloged the preparations that 
he had made. 

vss. 17-19  David ordered the people to help Solomon. 

Ch. 23  Duties Assigned To The Levites 
vs. 1  In his last months, David gave some of his duties to Solomon to let Solomon gain experience and to 

ensure that he would be the next king.   
vss. 2-23  Genealogies of the Levites families and the duties assigned to each one. 
vss. 24-32  When the temple was built the Levites were given new duties.  They no longer needed to carry the 

things of the tabernacle and help set it up.  Instead, they were assigned tasks necessary for the operation 
and maintenance of a grand permanent place of worship.    

Ch. 24  24 Courses Of Priests And 24 Courses Of Levites Established 
vss. 1-6  The priests divided into 24 courses. 

Each course would serve two weeks at a time.  That covers 48 weeks per years – the number of weeks in 
the Jewish lunar calendar - 12 months X 4 weeks. 

vss. 7-19  The order of each course of priests was chosen by lot.   
vss. 20-31  Numbering of the other Levites into 24 courses assigned as helpers in the Temple services.  

Ch. 25  24 Courses Of Singers 
vss. 1-8  The singers and musicians, under Aseph who was a priest and a prophet, were established in their 

courses.  These were practiced and skilled musicians.     
vss. 9-31  Lots determined who was in which course. 

Ch. 26  Assignment Of Other Helpers 
vss. 1-19  Divisions of gatekeepers. 
vss. 12-32  Divisions of the treasurers and overseers. 

Ch. 27  Army Numbered And Regularized 
vss. 1-15  The army was divided into 12 courses of 24,000, each serving for one month.  This always kept 

some on the ready, but Israel did not need to support a full time standing army since the men who served 
had the other eleven months of the year to pursue their own livelihoods.   

vss. 16-22  Commanders assigned.   
vss. 23,24  This was part of the numbering whereby David sinned by counting the people. (Conf. 2 Sam. 24) 
vss. 25-34  List of notable leaders.  
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Ch. 28  David’s Last Charges 

vss. 1-10  David gathered all his officials, great and small, for a farewell address.  David told them how he had 
wanted to build the temple himself, but that God would not let him because he had shed so much blood.   
David revealed that God had chosen Solomon of all his sons (though he was younger than most of them) 
to be the king after him.   In the presence of the assembly, David charged Solomon to keep his heart pure 
before God and obey Him.   

vss. 11-19  David gave Solomon the pattern given him by God to follow in building the temple.  The pattern 
was written in precise detail and extremely inclusive in the number of items that it covered.   

vss. 20-21  David charged Solomon to be faithful in his duty and know that he had many faithful and skillful 
men to help him.   

Ch. 29  David Rallied The People To Build The Temple, Their Response And David’s Prayer Of 
Thanksgiving 

vss. 1-5  David told the assembled leaders that the work ahead would great, he has done all he that he could, 
and Solomon was young.  David asked who would dedicate themselves to the work ahead? 

vss. 6-9  All the assembled responded by freely giving a huge contribution for building the temple.   
vss. 10-19  David’s prayer of thanksgiving.  

Take special note of vss. 14 & 19: 
14  “But who am I and who are my people that we should be able to offer as generously as this?  For all 
things come from Thee, and from Thy hand we have given Thee.” 
19  “and give to my son Solomon a perfect heart to keep Thy commandments, Thy testimonies, and Thy 
statutes, and to do them all, and to build the temple, for which I have made provision.” 

vss. 20-22  The people greatly rejoiced with feasting and sacrifices. 
vss. 23-30  Summary of David’s reign. 

Questions 
1.)  What type of preparations did David make so that the temple could be build after his death?   
 
 
 
2.)  What did David charge Solomon and the people?   
 
 
 
3.)  What did David pray that Solomon would have?  Why? 
 
 
 
4.)  Think ahead to 1 Kings 3:5-14, the well known story of Solomon asking for wisdom so that he 
could guide God’s people.  Where might Solomon have learned that he should do that?   
 
 
 
5.)  How did David help Solomon prepare for his ascension? 
 
 
 
6.)  Why were the priests and Levites divided into 24 different groups (courses)? 
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7.)  Did they let any Levite who wished be a singer or musician be one at the temple? 
 
 
 
8.)  Were there any officials in Israel who did not attend David’s farewell address?  
 
 
 
9.)  How did David know which of his sons to choose to be king after him?   
 
 
 
10.)  How could Solomon’s kingdom be established forever? 
 
 
 
11.)  What would happen if Solomon would forsake God? 
 
 
 
12.)  How would Solomon know how to build the temple in a way that would be pleasing to God?   
 
 
 
13.)  How detailed and important was the pattern?    
 
 
 
14.)  How extensive where David’s physical preparations for the future temple?   
 
 
 
15.)  Why did David do so much?   
 
 
 
16.)  Why were the leaders of Israel willing to help so generously?  
 
 
 
17.)  Who did David thank for their generosity?   
 
 
 
18.)  To whom did David say all things ultimately belong? 
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Lesson 24: David’s Incapacity And Death, Adonijah’s Ploy,  
Solomon’s Ascension And First Acts 

1 Kings 1,2 
Ch. 1  Adonijah’s Ploy, Solomon Made King 

vss. 1-4  David was advanced in age and getting sicker and weaker.  A beautiful young woman, Abishag, was 
found to be his “nurse” and warm him, but he did not “know” her.  It was evident he was dying. 

vss. 5-10  David’s son Adonijah, with Joab’s counsel, declared himself king.  He had men run before him 
declaring his power and calling attention to himself and got some of David’s old friends, Joab and 
Abiathar, to support him.   Note vs. 6: he had never been disciplined by his father. 

vss. 11-14  Nathan the prophet moved to stop Adonijah.  He went to Bathsheba and told her that she must go 
the king and inform him of these events – it was the only way she could keep her son from being killed. 

vss. 15-21  Bathsheba went to David and informed him that if he did not stop Adonijah, she and Solomon 
would be put to death after David was gone. 

vss. 22-27  Nathan came to David and told him of Adonijah’s plot and that Abiathar and Joab were with him.  
He asked David what they should do. 

vss. 28-31  David had Bathsheba called back in and told them that the Lord had chosen Solomon to be the 
king and that he was going to make sure that it would happen.   

vss. 32-37  David called on those close to him to not follow Adonijah.  Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, 
and Benaiah a might warrior, were instructed to go about town with Solomon on the king’s mule and blow 
trumpets and declare him to be the king.  They agree and praised David and the Lord. 

vss. 38-40  These men, and the foreign fighters who has always been so loyal to David, publicly declared 
Solomon king.  The people joined in and made so much noise that the ground shook. 

vss. 41-48  Abiathar’s son, Jonathan, told Adonijah how Solomon was made king by David, had the support of 
the people, and was already sitting on the throne. 

vss. 49-53  Adonijah realized that attempt to be king had failed and that he might be killed for rebellion; so he 
fled to the altar for safety.  Solomon allowed him to life – conditioned on his good behavior – but would 
execute him if he caused any trouble. 

Ch. 2  David Charges Solomon, David Dies, Solomon Takes Care Of Unfinished Business 
vss. 1-9  At the very end, David charged Solomon to be strong and be a man, as he had early done publicly. 

(1 Chron. 28,29)  David said that all would be well so long as Solomon was faithful.  He also charged him 
to punish Joab for murder and Shimei for his evil; but also to reward Barzillai for his good deeds. 

vss. 10-12  David died after reigning 40 years and was succeeded by Solomon.  He was 30 when he 
ascended to the throne. (2 Sam. 5:4) 

vss. 13-18  Adonijah asked Bathsheba to make request for him – that he could have Abishag, his father’s 
attendant, for his wife.  He acted as if this as if were no great thing and Bathsheba didn’t seem to 
understand the significance of it.   

vss. 19-25  Solomon was enraged when he heard of it and asked why she didn’t just turn the kingdom over to 
his enemies?  He ordered Adonijah’s execution.   
Adonijah’s request was an attempt at rebellion.  The eastern custom was that when a new king took the 
throne he would go into the former king’s women to show that he was in charge now.  (Remember 
Absalom? 2 Sam. 16:21,22)  This was an attempt to show the people that Adonijah was the one who 
should have David’s place.   

vss. 26,27  Abiathar was dismissed from priesthood for his part in Adonijah’s ploy.  He was sent to his farm; 
he would have been killed, but he had been faithful to David for so long and he had carried the ark.  He 
was last descendant of Eli to be a priest.  140 years later the prophecy of Samuel was completely fulfilled. 
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1 Sam. 2:31-33,36  “Behold, the days are coming when I will break your strength and the strength of 
your father’s house so that there will not be an old man in your house. 
32  And you will see the distress of My dwelling, in spite of all that I do good for Israel; and an old man 
will not be in your house forever. 
33  Yet I will not cut off every man of yours from My altar that your eyes may fail from weeping and 
your soul grieve, and all the increase of your house will die in the prime of life. 
36  And it shall come about that everyone who is left in your house shall come and bow down to him for 
a piece of silver or a loaf of bread, and say, “Please assign me to one of the priest’s offices so that I may 
eat a piece of bread.” 

vss. 28-35  Joab saw what had happened to Adonijah and Abiathar and correctly figured that he was next to 
go, so he went to the altar to plead for mercy.  Benaiah was sent to execute him, but Adonijah would not 
come out of the temple.  Solomon said that for all his evil in killing two men better than him he is to be 
killed without delay.  Benaiah killed him as he clung in vain to the altar.  Benaiah was then given Joab’s 
place as commander of the army. 

vss. 36-38  Shemei was not put to death for cursing David, but he was ordered to Jerusalem and placed 
under severe restrictions.   

vss. 39-46  After 3 years he went outside the city to retrieve some servants who had ran away.  Upon his 
return he was called before Solomon and put to death for his disobedience. 

Questions 
1.)  What was the “home remedy” to try to perk David up when he was nearing the end?   
 
2.)  Who tried to become king?   
 
3.)  Who was on Adonijah’s side?  Who was against him?   
 
4.)  What did David order to be done to counter Adonijah?  
 
5.)  What did Adonijah do when David had Solomon unmistakably declared king?   
 
6.)  Why did Solomon let him live?   
 
7.)  What did David charge Solomon to do in regard to Solomon?   
 
8.)  What did David charge Solomon to do regarding Joab?  
 
9.)  What did David charge Solomon to do regarding Shimei?   
 
10.)  What did David charge Solomon to do regarding Barzillai?   
 
11.)  How did Adonijah try to subtly subvert Solomon?   
 
12.)  Why did Solomon depose Abiathar from his priestly office?   
 
13.)  Why did Joab flee to the altar?   
 
14.)  What happened to him there? 
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Lesson 25: Solomon Receives & Shows Wisdom, His Prosperous Kingdom 
1 Kings 3,4 (2 Chron. 1) 

Read Deut. 17:14-20.  

Ch. 3  Solomon’s Pray For Wisdom, And Wise Judgments 
Read also 2 Chron. 1:1-12. 
vss. 1  Solomon began to marry foreign women early in his reign.  He started marrying for alliance and 

strategic advantage, but quickly seems to have developed an insatiable desire for different women.  This 
will be his eventual downfall. (1 Kings 11:1-8) 
He built up his house, the Lord’s house and the wall.  His reign was one of great public improvements. 

vss. 2-5  Solomon started well, except that he offered sacrifices on high places.  (Read also 2 Chron. 1:1-12.) 
He should have worshiped only at the tabernacle where regular worship with approved priests was to be 
set up and where God’s presence was.  (Ref. Deut. 12:1-14)  At this time the tent of meeting passed 
down from Moses was in Gibeon, but the ark of the covenant which should have been in it was on the 
outskirts of Jerusalem.   
Solomon went to Gibeon to worship.  Gibeon had been assigned to the Levites by Joshua, Josh. 21:17.   

2 Chron. 1:3,4   “Then Solomon, and all the assembly with him, went to the high place which was 
at Gibeon; for God’s tent of meeting was there, which Moses the servant of the LORD had made in 
the wilderness. 
4  However, David had brought up the ark of God from Kiriath-jearim to the place he had prepared 
for it; for he had pitched a tent for it in Jerusalem.” 

vss. 6-9  The Lord appears to him in a dream.  The Lord asked Solomon what he wanted – without restriction.  
He praised God for all that He had done for him, recognized that the throne was a gift from God and 
asked for wisdom in order to be a good king of God’s people. 
Although David couldn’t possibly have imagined that his son would have such an opportunity, he had 
prepared him well for it.   

1 Chron. 28:9  “As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a 
whole heart and a willing mind; for the LORD searches all hearts, and understands every intent of 
the thoughts.  If you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will reject you 
forever.” 
1 Chron. 29:18,19  “O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, preserve this 
forever in the intentions of the heart of Thy people, and direct their heart to Thee; 
19  and give to my son Solomon a perfect heart to keep Thy commandments, Thy testimonies, and 
Thy statutes, and to do them all, and to build the temple, for which I have made provision.” 
1 Kings 2:1-3  “As David’s time to die drew near, he charged Solomon his son, saying, 
2  I am going the way of all the earth. Be strong, therefore, and show yourself a man. 
3  And keep the charge of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His 
commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, according to what is written in the law of 
Moses, that you may succeed in all that you do and wherever you turn” 

vss. 10-14  The Lord was pleased with this because he asked for something that would benefit others and not 
just him.  Since he was selfless instead of selfish (Ref. Jas. 4:3), Solomon was given wisdom and also 
wealth, honor and long days, so long has he followed God. 

vs. 15  Solomon awoke from his dream, worshipped God and made a feast for the people. 
vss. 16-28  The two harlots came to Solomon to get a judgment concerning who got the remaining living son 

after one in the house had died.  Solomon’s judgment quickly showed who the real mother of the living 
son was.  All could see that God had given Solomon wisdom. 
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Ch. 4  Solomon’s Prosperous, Well Run Kingdom, More On His Wisdom 

Read also 2 Chron. 1:13-17. 
vss. 1-6   Solomon’s close advisors.  Notice some changes:  A son of Zadok was now priest and a son of 

Nathan a close advisor.  Benaiah had also taken over from Joab.  A new generation is now in charge.   
Abiathar and Zadok are both listed as priests, but Abiathar had been sent to his farm and Zadok appears 
to have turned things over to his son.   

vss. 7-19  12 regional deputies oversaw the kingdom and each month one provided Solomon and his court 
with their provisions.  Two of these were (or became) Solomon’s sons-in-law.   

vss. 20,21  The great extent of Solomon’s kingdom.  He peacefully held all the fertile area between the 
Arabian Desert (east) and the Mediterranean Sea (west) from the Euphrates River (north) to the border of 
Egypt (south).   

vss. 22-28  The peace and provision of Solomon’s kingdom.  Solomon had peace from the first day while 
David had war.  The indications and fruits of the wealth and orderly running of Solomon’s kingdom are:  
1.) the massive amount that was provided for Solomon’s court each day,  2.) the area of Solomon’s 
domain, 3.) the great number of his horses – all amply provided for.   
2 Chron. 1:15  “And the king made silver and gold as plentiful in Jerusalem as stones, and he made 
cedars as plentiful as sycamores in the lowland.” 

vss. 29-34  A summary of Solomon’s God given wisdom – wisdom in songs, proverbs, biology and zoology.  
His wisdom was world-renown.  In addition to Proverbs and the Song of Solomon, Ps. 72 & 127 are his.   

Questions 
1.)  What were kings of Israel told to do in the Law of Moses?  What were they told not to do?   

 
 

2.)  What were some early warning signs about moral weakness in Solomon? 
 
 

3.)  What was the best decision Solomon ever made? 
 
 

4.)  Why did Solomon ask for wisdom?  What prepared him to know he needed wisdom when he was 
at an age (late teens, early twenties) at which many think that they know it all? 

 
 

5.)  What did Solomon receive from God? 
 
 

6.)  Explain the wisdom in Solomon’s first recorded judgment. 
 
 
 

7.)  Name one notable fact about Solomon’s closest advisors (especially as compared to David’s).  
 
 
 

8.)  What was the extent of Solomon’s kingdom and how prosperous was it?   
 
 
 

9.)  In what areas did Solomon have wisdom?   
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Lesson 26: Agreement To Build Temple 
1 Kings 5 (2 Chron. 2) 

Ch. 5 (2 Chron. 2)  Preparations For Temple Building 
vs. 1  A neighboring king, Hiram of Tyre, sent Solomon greetings when he heard that he had ascended the 

throne. Hiram had built a house for David, (2 Sam. 5:11) and hopes to continue good relations with the 
next king also.   
He built up his house, the Lord’s house and the wall.  His reign was one of great public improvements. 

vss. 2-6  Solomon quickly responded to Hiram with a request, probably in response to an offer of supplies, for 
as many of the cedars of Lebanon as he can get and promises to pay well for them.   
Solomon’s mention to Hiram of David’s desire and inability to build to temple (ref. 1 Chron. 17) shows 
how close he must have been to David.   
Also note vs. 4: Solomon recognizes peace and prosperity as a gift of God and a time to do the works of 
God.   

2 Chron. 2  Chronicles contain many additional details, especially those of a religious nature.   
vss. 1,2  Solomon had already decided to built the temple and palaces and had 150,000 men on the job. 
vss. 3,4  Solomon sent word to Hiram that he wanted supplies to build a great temple and detailed a 

number of the worship practices that would occur there.   
vss. 5,6  Solomon directly appealed to Hiram to help based on the fact of the greatness and superiority of 

God compared both to other gods and to mankind.   
vss. 7-10  Solomon asked for a vast array of luxury goods and first rate materials for the job and offered 

to pay well for them all.     
vss. 11,12  Hiram blesses Solomon and the Lord and shows that he will willingly be a full partner in this. 
vss. 13,14  Hiram is also sending Solomon another man named Hiram to Solomon.  This Hiram-abi was a 

master craftsman who was the son of a woman of Dan and a man of Trye (thus he was part Jewish).   
1 Kings 7:13,14 also speak of him and calls him the son of a widow of Naphtali.  To harmonize 
these, it best seems that the woman was of Dan, married a man of Naphtali, was widowed and in a 
subsequent marriage to a man of Tyre bore a son.  2 Kings 7 details a vast amount of ornate metal 
work that he did in making the most important of the temple furnishings.   

vss. 15,16  King Hiram agreed to Solomon’s payments and promised to send all the cedars needed down 
to Joppa.   
Consider the work involved:  cedars felled on the mountains of Lebanon (10-20 miles from the coasts, 
elevations up to 10,000 feet) dragged to the sea, floated 45 miles down the coast, then taken 35 
miles inland to the mountain city of Jerusalem. 

vss. 17,18  Details of the 150,000 workmen – they were aliens in the land that Solomon pressed into 
service.   

vss. 7-12  1 Kings record of Solomon and Hiram’s agreement and covenant to work together. 
vss. 13-16  More details of the 150,000 forced laborers.  This is the beginning of what Samuel predicted (2 

Sam. 8:10-18), a burden that became heaver and more aggravating to the people as Solomon’s kingdom 
increased.  After Solomon’s death, they immediately asked his successor to lessen their burden.  
1 Kings. 12:4  “Your father made our yoke hard; now therefore lighten the hard service of your father 
and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you.” 

Ch. 6:1  When The Temple Was Built 
“Now it came about in the four hundred and eightieth year after the sons of Israel came out of the land of 
Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv which is the second month, that 
he began to build the house of the LORD.” 
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Biblical chronology with precise dating like those of us accustomed to postmarks, time stamps, time cards and 
electronic calendars would like, is not possible to ascertain.  Different ways of counting time, counting time by 
relative markers (the reign of other kings whom we don’t know the dates of with certainty) and other factors 
inhibit us.  Also different clearly given Bible time references are difficult to reconcile and sometimes may be 
given in round numbers, as we ourselves often do.  
My estimation, based on the destruction of Jerusalem in 606 B.C. and 394 years of kings following Solomon, 
is that Solomon began building the temple in 1036 B.C. 

Old Testament 
Chronology # of years Years Before 

Temple Built 
Modern 
Calendar 

Exodus  480 1517  B.C. 
Wilderness 40 480-440 1517-1477 B.C. 
Joshua app. 25 440-415 1477-1452 B.C. 
Judges app. 292 415-123 1452-1160 B.C. 
Samuel 40 123-83 1160-1120 B.C. 
Saul 40 83-43 1120-1080 B.C. 
David 40 43-3 1080-1040 B.C. 
Solomon 40 Temple: 1036 B.C. 1040-1000 B.C. 
Kings until Bab. Captivity app. 394  1000-606 B.C. 
Captivity begins   606 B.C. 
Destruction of Jer.   587 B.C. 
Return from Captivity   536 B.C. 

Questions 
1.)  Why did Hiram send messengers to Solomon? 

 
 
 

2.)  What did Hiram have to offer? 
 
 
 

3.)  What did Solomon want to do with Hiram’s goods and supplies?   
 
 
 

4.)  Aside from cedar, what else did Solomon want from Hiram and why was Tyre a good place to get 
it?   

 
  
 

5.)  How much was Solomon willing to pay?   
 
 
 

6.)  Where did Solomon find enough labor for such a large project?   
 
 
 

7.)  Who was the other Hiram that king Hiram sent to Solomon?  What could he do? 
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Lesson 27: Temple Building Details 
1 Kings 6,7 (2 Chron. 3,4) 

Ch. 6 (2 Chron. 3)  The Temple Built 
vs. 1  Date of building: 480 years after the Exodus.  See previous lesson. 

Place: 2 Chron. 3:1,2  This place was Mt. Moriah, the mountaintop next to Jerusalem.  This is the same 
place that the had Lord appeared to David when he had gone out to stop the pestilence.  David had 
purchased the property and built an altar to the Lord there.  (2 Sam. 24:18ff) 

vss. 2-3  Size: the temple was approximately 90’X30’X45’.  This was not an especially big temple by ancient 
standards, but it was not made to be an imposing hall for all the worshippers and sightseers to come in 
and be impressed by.  This was the part of the temple for the priests to go in and offer their sacrifices and 
others services.   

vss. 3-10  Details of the additional rooms around the temple.  There were 3 stories of rooms along each side 
of the temple accessed by a separate entrance.   Another set of rooms seems to have been erected 
around that.  These rooms were used for storage and living quarters. (Neh. 10:37-39; 13:3-9)  The entire 
structure had a cedar roof.   
Note vs. 7 – this must have been the quietest work-sites in history.   

vss. 11-13  This was surely a wonderful building, but that is not why God would have His name called there.   
Israel had to keep the commandments.  Later prophets’ warnings show just how much this instruction was 
neglected. (Jer. 7:9-15; 52:12,13) 

vss. 14-22  Description of the gold and wood that overlaid every part of the temple.  Note the end of verse 18, 
“There was no stone seen.”  The inner chamber, the “holy of holies” was 20 cubits X 20 cubits X 20 cubits 
— approximately a 30’ cube.   The outer room was about 60’ long, 30’ wider and 45’ high.   

vss. 22-28  The golden Cherubim (no one knows what they looked like) in the holy of holies surrounding and 
covering the ark of the covenant.  
2 Chron. 3:8,9 The total amount of gold in the holy of holies was 600 talents.  A talent was about 75 lbs.; 
so about 22.5 tons of gold.  Even the nails were gold plated.   

vss. 29,30  Lists of the things engraved on the temple walls, posts and doors.  Notice that there was nothing 
there that could be construed as an idol.  No living creatures at all, except the cherubim, which were also 
on the cover of the ark of covenant (Ex. 25:18-22) and embroidered into the veil separating the holy place 
in the original tabernacle. (Ex. 26:31) 

vss. 31-35  The entrances: To the Holy place – great ornate doors. 2 Chron. 3:14 behind that was a veil, so 
you couldn’t see in even when they were open.  To the temple – another set of great doors. 

vs. 36  The outer court was also built.  It is called the court of priests (2 Chron. 4:9) and the higher court (Jer. 
36:10) since it was elevated on a stone base.  Outside this was the great court. (2 Chron. 4:9) 

The Hebrew writer described the temple: 
Heb. 9:2-5  “For there was a tabernacle prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand and the 
table and the sacred bread; this is called the holy place. 
3  And behind the second veil, there was a tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies, 
4  having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which 
was a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron’s rod which budded, and the tables of the covenant. 
5  And above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we 
cannot now speak in detail.” 

vss. 37,38  The temple took 7 years to build.  Remember how many men were put on the job and how much 
cut stone, wood and others materials were readied by David. (1 Chron. 29) 
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Ch. 7 (2 Chron. 4)  Other Buildings And Temple Furnishings 

vss. 1-12  Other great buildings: His personal palace, Hall (Porch, Colonnade) of Pillars, Throne Hall, and a 
Queen’s residence.  These took longer to build because workers must have been spread thin and no 
previous preparations were left for them.  There were all done in the most ornate and expensive manner, 
on great foundation stones. 

vss. 13-15  Hiram-abi the master craftsman (discussed in previous lesson). 
vss. 15-22  The two great bronze pillars – one was named “Jachin” (He will establish) and the other “Bul” 

(strength). 
vss. 23-26  The molten sea (sea of cast metal) – great water basis 15 feet across and 7 feet deep.  It was 

probably for the priests’ washings. (Ex. 30:18-21)  It was made of brass David had taken from the cities of 
Hadarezer, king of Zobah (1 Chron. 18:8).  Later, Ahaz removed the basin from the pedestal of oxen, and 
placed it on a stone pavement (2 Kings 16:17).  Finally, the Chaldeans destroyed it. (2 Kings 25:13) 

vss. 27-39  Ten portable (rolling) brass water stands (bases).  These were for the cleansing of the sacrificial 
animals.   

Vss. 40-47  Many other utensils were made for the temple – basins, shovels, bowels, pails, forks, and 
countless ornamental pieces.  They could not measure the amount of bronze used.   

2 Chron. 4:1 also mentions a great bronze altar; vss. 7,8 ten golden lampstands and tables. 
vss. 48-50  List of more golden utensils.   
vs. 51  All the building and outfitting was done.  

Questions 
1.)  What did the Lord warn Solomon even as he was building this great house for Him?   

 
 
 

2.)  How much gold was used in the inner sanctuary (holy of holies)? 
 
 
 

3.)  How much stone could still be seen when Solomon was done?   
 
 
 

4.)  How long did it take to build the temple? 
 
  
 

5.)  How long did it take to build Solomon’s other great buildings?   
 
 
 

6.)  How much bronze was used in making the temple and its furnishings?  
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Lesson 28: Solomon’s Temple Dedication Prayer 
1 Kings 8 (2 Chron. 5-7) 

Ch. 8  Temple Dedication 
vss. 1-4  Solomon assembled all Israel for the dedication and opening of the temple.  This assembly was 

during the feast of the seventh month.  This would be the Feast of Tabernacles (Booths), also called the 
Feast of Harvest, (Lev. 23:33-44; Deut. 16:13-15) one of the feasts that all Jewish men were required to 
attend.  First they brought in the Ark of the Covenant.  Solomon did not repeat the mistakes of his father 
in moving the ark. (Ref. 2 Sam. 6:1-11)  They also brought the former tabernacle and all its contents into 
the temple.  

vss. 5-9  With a countless number of sacrifices, the ark was brought in and set in the most holy place under 
the cherubim.  The importance of the fact that the poles of the ark could be seen was that only the high 
priest could go into the holy place, yet by seeing the poles of the ark sticking out (the poles were never to 
be removed Ex. 25:14,15) they were always sure that the ark was there.   
The only contents of the ark were the two tablets of the Ten Commandments.  Originally a golden pot of 
manna from the wilderness and Aaron’s rod which had budded were also inside, (Ex. 16:32-34; Numb. 
17:1-11; Heb. 9:4) but somewhere these seem to have been lost. 

vss. 10,11   As the priests were ministering, the glory of the Lord filled the temple so that they had to leave.    
2 Chron. 5:12-14 tells us the name of the priests who singing and playing at the time.  They were singing 
“He indeed is good for His lovingkindness is everlasting,” when the God’s glory appeared.   

vss. 12-21  Solomon began his speech with a short history of God’s dealing with Israel.  Since the time that 
they had been delivered from Egypt (480 years), God had not chosen a permanent place for His worship.  
But since David wanted to build the temple, the Lord let his son do it.  2 Chron. 6:6 tells that Jerusalem 
was specifically chosen by God as the place.   

vss. 22-53  The Prayer        (delivered in front of the great brass [brazen] altar)   
2 Chron. 6:13 adds that a 4.5’ tall brass platform was build for the occasion and that as Solomon fell on 
his knees as he lifted his hands to pray.   
vss. 23-26  Request for God’s continued care as He had done before. 
vss. 28-30  Acknowledgement that God does not live in the temple.  Solomon asked that God would 
always have His eyes on this place and His ears open to prayers directed there. 
vss. 31,32  Request for God to heed prayers when a man makes a oath in repentance of sin.  The law 
required various oaths and restitutions for various sins that harmed others.   
vss. 33-40  Request for God to heed prayers when Israel repents after defeats, droughts and various 
other types of calamities.   
vss. 41-43  Request for God to heed prayers when people from other nations came to the temple to pray.   
vss. 44,45  Request for God to heed prayers when Israel went to battle. 
Vss. 46-53 Request for God to heed prayers if Israel was taken to captivity and repented in the land to 
which they were taken.  Note the acknowledgement of the sinfulness of all men in vs. 46. 
2 Chron. 6:40-42  Closing of the prayer with a final, repeated request that God’s eyes and ears are open 
to temple. 

vss. 54-61  After the prayer, Solomon stood and blessed the people and the Lord and prayed that the people 
would keep God’s laws with a perfect heart. 

2 Chon. 7:1-3  God showed His approval by sending fire from heaven to consume the sacrifices.  The glory of 
the Lord filled the temple for a second time.  All present fell with their faces to the ground and worshiped.   

vss. 62-66  22,00 oxen and 120,000 sheep were sacrificed.  Even though only a small portion of each animal 
was burned (a portion of the choice meat went to the priest and the balance back to the worshiper), so 
much was offered that the large brass altar could not contain it all.  Another place of offering was set up in 
the courtyard.  The feast lasted seven days (the length of the Feast of Tabernacles).  
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Questions 
1.)  Who did the actual moving of the ark, the tabernacle and all its contents to the temple? 

 
 
 

2.)  Where was the ark placed?  What was inside it?   
 
 
 

3.)   Why didn’t they take the carrying poles out of the ark?   
 
 
 
 

4.)  What happened when the priests came into the holy place?   
 
 
 

5.)  Does God dwell in temples made with hands?   
 
 
 

6.)  If God didn’t live there, what was the importance of the temple?  (Ref. 8:28-30) 
 
 
 

7.)  Did Solomon seem to think that the people would go very long before needing to return to the 
temple and pray? 
 
 
 

8.)  Vs. 61  What kind of obedience did Solomon pray that the people might have? 
 
 
 

9.)  2 Chron. 7  What happened for a second time when the sacrifices began on the newly dedicated 
temple altar?   
 
 
 

10.)  How did the people respond to that?   
 
 
 

11.)  Why did they set up another place for burnt offerings to be offered? 
 



The Kings Of The Jews  65 
 

Lesson 29: Solomon In All His Glory 
1 Kings 9,10 (2 Chron. 8,9) 

Ch. 9  God Appears To Solomon Again, Solomon’s Other Building Projects 
vss. 1-9  When the temple was completed God appeared to Solomon a second time.  He warned Solomon to 

keep God’s law with integrity and uprightness of heart – just a David had.  But if Solomon and his 
descendants sinned and disregarded God’s law they would be cut off from the land that God gave them – 
even if they lived in the shadow of the great house that Solomon built for God.  God would reject both the 
people and the house if they were unfaithful.   
2 Chon. 7:11-22 tells the same story adding that the Lord appeared by night (vs. 12) and that when the 
people repented after calamities were sent on them God would hear them. (vs. 14) 
In later years, the Lord abandoned the house (Jer. 7:4-15; Ezek 18:10) and had the Babylonians destroy 
it. (2 Chron. 36:17-21) 

vss. 10-14  At the end of his twenty years of building projects, Solomon paid Hiram of Tyre with 20 cities in 
Galilee.  Hiram didn’t like them and gave them to Solomon.  2 Chron. 8:2 Solomon settled men of Israel 
there.  Hiram also sent gold to Solomon, probably for rebuilding and improving these towns.   

vss. 15-19  A list of the cities all over the kingdom that Solomon built.  Some were repair projects like the Millo 
(a fortress near the city of David) and the wall of Jerusalem – maybe extending it to the temple, while 
others were complete rebuilds, like the Canaanite city that Pharaoh had destroyed and then given to 
Solomon as a wedding present.  Many cities were built for military purposes. 

vss. 20-23  The pagans left in the land were made forced laborers.  The men of Israel were not made 
permanent forced laborers – but they did owed work time to the king.   

vs. 24 (2 Chron. 8:11) Solomon did not let his Egyptian wife live in Jerusalem since the ark of God was there.  
So he built her her own house.   

vs. 25 (2 Chron. 8:12-15)  Solomon’s religious life.  Solomon attended all the required feasts and made sure 
that the priests did all their daily duties just as David had set up.   

vss. 26-28  Solomon sent ships on very profitable journeys.  (We don’t know if Ophir was in Arabia, India or 
Africa.)   

Ch. 10  Visit Of The Queen Of Sheba And More On Solomon’s Wealth 
vss. 1-10  The Queen of Sheba (Sheba was either in the Upper Nile or Arabia).  She came because of a 

religious interest and had long, serious conversations with Solomon.  Although she was very rich herself 
and had heard many reports about him, she was awestruck when she actually saw all the Solomon had 
and spoke to him herself.  She blessed God for all He had done for Solomon. 
She gave Solomon massive quantities of gold, spice and precious stones.  (Each talent was 57 lbs. – so 
she gave Solomon about 6800 lbs. of gold.) 

vss. 11-13  At this time, ships full of top grade materials and gold came in.  Solomon gave the Queen of 
Sheba gifts and anything else she wanted before she departed.   

vss. 14-22  The Glory of Solomon’s kingdom. 
Each year in tribute, taxes and profits from trade, Solomon took in 666 talents (38,000 lbs.) of gold.  
Solomon made gold shields, and a great ivory throne.  Everyone common object in the Solomon’s 
palaces was made of gold.  Every three years ships arrived with riches and exotics.   
Additional riches poured in as men from all over the world over lined up to give Solomon gifts in exchange 
for being able to converse with one so wise. 
Solomon richly outfitted horsemen and chariots and made a rich trade in them with other nations.  
(Remember Deut. 17:16) 
2 Chron. 9:26,27  “And he was the ruler over all the kings from the Euphrates River even to the land of 
the Philistines, and as far as the border of Egypt. 
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27  And the king made silver as common as stones in Jerusalem, and he made cedars as plentiful as 
sycamore trees that are in the lowland.” 

Questions: 
1.)  When God appeared to Solomon a second time, what did He warn him? 

 
 
 
 

2.)  What would happen to the people who lived near the temple but not by God’s word? 
 
 
 
 

3.)  What would happen to the temple if the people were not faithful? 
 
 
 
 

4.)  Aside from the temple and the great palaces, what else did Solomon build?   
 
 
 
 

5.)  Did Solomon forget about worshipping God as he became more wealthy?   
 
 
 
 

6.)  What had the Queen of Sheba heard?  Was it true?   
 
 
 
 

7.)  Who did she bless when she heard Solomon speak and saw all the he had? 
 
 
 
 

8.)  How much gold did Solomon’s kingdom bring in each year?   
 
 
 
 

9.)  What kind of throne did Solomon have built? 
 
 
 
 

10.)  What profitable trade did Solomon engage in? 
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Lesson 30: Solomon Falls, The Kingdom Totters 
1 Kings 11 

Ch. 11  God Ends His Covenant With Solomon Due to His Falling Away  
vs. 1-8  Solomon’s women lead his heart astray.  The purpose of marriage is primarily companionship. 

Polygamy is a perverted form of the relationship.  Solomon took this diminished form of marriage to its 
most extreme.  His lust for women was such that he ignored all common sense as well as God’s 
prohibition against marrying those of the seven tribes of Canaan. (Deut. 7:1-3)  Even though he could not 
have been too close with many of the 1,000 women, as a whole he loved them, and his emotional 
involvement caused him to not apply the wisdom that God gave him.  Emotions are often allowed to 
overrule wisdom and thus wisdom takes its leave – no matter how much or little one has.  The Song of 
Solomon paints Solomon in a very unfavorable light in this regard.   
As a result Solomon practiced idolatry.  He had this problem from early on (3:3) and his unlimited wealth 
and appetites only seemed to make it worse. The influence of his many wives overcame his devotion to 
God. (Neh. 13:26)  Worship of Asheroth (the female consort of Baal) often included sexual immorality.  
Milcom was the Ammonite version of Molech (whose worship included placing babies into the fiery arms 
of the idols. (Lev. 20:2-5; 2 King 23:10; Jer. 32:35)  Chemosh was the war god of the Moabites (Jer. 
48:7,13,46) and Ammonites. (Judg. 11:24)   
High places (both natural hills and artificially raised mounds) were common places of pagan worship.  
Solomon made a place of worship on the high ground nearest Jerusalem – what was known as the 
“Mount of Olives” the New Testament.  In later Old Testament times, it was called the “Mount of 
Corruption (Destruction).” (2 Kings 23:13)  Again it says that Solomon did this to accommodate his wives.   
Solomon did not remain faithful to God.  He knew what to do, but did not do it.  Solomon had more 
wisdom than anyone else ever had, and more than enough to know how to please God, but yet he did not 
apply it.  

vss. 9-13  God had given Solomon extraordinary blessings and had appeared to him twice, but still Solomon 
turned away from God.  All that God promised to give Solomon if he was faithful was taken away.  
Solomon would not be the head of a great line of kings, but his son would have a portion of the kingdom 
for the sake the promise to David. (2 Sam. 7:12-16)  Solomon’s son would keep only 1 tribe – Judah (as 
well as the tiny tribe of Benjamin). (2 Chron. 11:3) 

vss. 14-25  Ineffectual foreign enemies:  Some whom David defeated fled to foreign countries and nursed 
their hatreds and grudges.  When Solomon was in his full glory they could do nothing, but they took 
advantage of the kingdom’s decay to strike and cause Solomon trouble for the rest of his reign.   

vss. 26-40  The story of Jeroboam.  Jeroboam was a faithful and industrious servant of Solomon who was 
quickly promoted.  The prophet Ahijah found him alone and torn his new garment into 11 pieces – 10 for 
Jeroboam and 1 for Solomon because of David.  The prophet made it clear that this was happening due 
to Solomon’s idolatry.   

Points to note: 1.) Jeroboam didn’t learn the lesson about idolatry and committed the same sin.  The prophet 
Ahijah is next mentioned in 1 Kings 14 to pronounce judgment on the house of Jeroboam for its idolatry. 
2.)  Jeroboam was promised that he and his family could have the kingdom for as long as they were 
faithful like David was.   
3.)  When David was informed by the prophet that he was to have the kingdom after Saul, he still 
respected Saul and did all he could to live peacefully with him.  Jeroboam lifted his hand against 
Solomon. 
It was not time for Jeroboam to have the kingdom, so his fight with Solomon was not successful and he 
had to flee to Egypt for his own safety.   

vss. 41-43  Solomon’s death after 40 year reign.  Solomon was quite young when he took the throne.  He was 
promised long life is he was faithful. (3:3)  It appears that he did not receive it.   
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Questions 
1.)  What type of women did Solomon love?  And how many of them did he love? 
 
 
 
 
2.)  What did Solomon’s wives do?   
 
 
 
 
3.)  What did Solomon do?   
 
 
 
 
4.)  What did God tell Solomon he would do to the kingdom?   
 
 
 
 
5.)  Why would Solomon’s son not lose all the kingdom?   
 
 
 
 
6.)  Why did so many enemies arise against Solomon? 
 
 
 
 
7.)  What type of man was Jeroboam before Ahijah spoke to him?   
 
 
 
 
8.)  What did Ahijah do and what did he tell Jeroboam?  
 
 
 
 
9.)  What did he tell Jeroboam was the reason for the kingdom being taken away from Solomon? 
 
 
 
 
10.)  How could Jeroboam and his descendants have ruled over the kingdom for generations? 
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Lesson 31: Kingdom Of Israel Begins And Immediately Apostatizes  
1 Kings 12 (2 Chron. 10,11) 

Ch. 12  (2 Chron. 10,11) Rehoboam’s Folly, Jeroboam’s Apostasy  
vss. 1-5  Rehoboam formal coronation was in Shechem, the capital city of Ephraim, instead of in Jerusalem, 

the city of David.  Ephraim, which would become the heartland of the kingdom of Israel, was the largest of 
the tribes and had been restless under David’s rule.  God had told Solomon that most of the kingdom 
would be lost and Rehoboam seems to be trying to keep it together.   
Jeroboam heard that Solomon was dead, so he felt safe in returning from Egypt.  Vs. 3 says that the 
people invited him to come.  He became the spokesman for the discontented who wanted the new king to 
ease the tax and labor burden that had ballooned under Solomon’s rule.  Rehoboam decided to deliberate 
three days before answering the people’s requests/demands.     

vss. 6-14  All the old counselors (those of Solomon’s generation) told him to speak kindly, go lightly on the 
people and grant their requests because by concession and concern for the people would gladly serve 
Rehoboam.  But Rehoboam’s young counselors (apparently heady with newly acquired power and a thirst 
for more) said don’t make concessions, rather hammer them and “show ‘em who’s boss.”  (God has 
always intended that His people be ruled by the experienced, not the ambitious. Ref. Numb. 11:16ff; 
Ruth 4:2ff; Acts 14:23; 1 Pet. 5:3,5)  Rehoboam was not only harsh in the content of his answer, but he 
was arrogant and even coarse in his rhetoric.   This was the worst thing Rehoboam could have done.   

vs. 15  The people turned from him and the prophecy of Ahijah concerning the division of the kingdom began 
to be fulfilled. 

vss. 16-19  The people had made a reasonable request and received an unreasonable reply.  They decided 
that they would no longer follow the house of David.  Such words and thoughts had occurred before, (2 
Sam. 10:43; 20:1) but they became nearly universal and no one acted effectively to overcome them.   
Rehoboam and his tax collector went to the north.  The people killed the taxman and the king had to flee 
home.  Israel was in full rebellion.   

(vss. 1-19 are paralleled in 1 Chron. 10) 
vs. 20  The people called Jeroboam and made him king.  All but Judah (and Benjamin, vs. 23) followed him.   
vss. 21-24 (2 Chron. 11:1-4)  Rehoboam assembled an 180,000 man army from Judah and Benjamin to win 

his kingdom back. (Think of all the soldiers you could hire with Solomon’s gold!)  But an army could not 
bring the kingdom back to Solomon’s house since it was God who had taken it away.  A prophet was sent 
to tell Rehoboam not to fight against his relatives, his brethren, in Israel. 

2 Chron. 11:5-12  Rehoboam had to build a defensive perimeter for his now much smaller kingdom and 
“greatly strengthened” his kingdom with fortified cities.   

vss. 25-31  Jeroboam also decided to strengthen his kingdom.  But he thought that the best way to do it was 
to keep the people from worshipping at the temple in Jerusalem, his rival’s capital city.  He told the people 
that it was to far to go to Jerusalem, so come to his new, more conveniently located worship places.  As 
Aaron made the people a golden calf in the wilderness, Jeroboam made his people two.  This idolatry 
became known as “the sin of Jeroboam.” (1 Kings 13:34; 14:16; 15:30; 16:2,9,26; 21:22; 22:52; 2 Kings 
3:3; 10:29,31; 13:2,6,11; 14:24; 15:9,19,24,28; 17:21; 23:15)  It was a sin that Israel, even its very best 
days, never overcame.   
He also made many who weren’t Levites priests.   

vss. 32,33  God gave the people the Feast of Tabernacles on the 15th day of the 7th month each year.  
Jeroboam made up a completely new holiday on the 15th day of the 8th month.  He just made up whatever 
religious practices (place, way and leaders of worship) that suited him.  (Cf. Col. 3:17 and Matt. 15:9) 

2 Chron. 11:13-16  Not only did Jeroboam make others priests, (1 Kings 12:31) he forbade the Levites from 
serving. (vs. 14)  Because of these wrongs, many of the priests and faithful followers of God moved from 
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Israel to Jerusalem and the kingdom of Judah.  The influx of righteous people was a great help to the 
kingdom of Judah.   

2 Chron. 11:18-23  Rehoboam followed the sin of his father – he married 18 wives and had 60 concubines.  
But otherwise, for several years he wisely ran his kingdom.   

Questions 
1.)  What did the people ask Rehoboam to do?   
 
 
 
 
2.)  What did Rehoboam say to the people?  Who counseled him to say this?   
 
 
 
 
3.)  How did the people of Israel respond?   
 
 
 
 
4.)  Why didn’t Rehoboam use his great army to attack them?   
 
 
 
 
5.)  What did Rehoboam do to strengthen his kingdom? 
 
 
 
 
6.)  What did Jeroboam do to strengthen his kingdom? 
 
 
 
 
7.)  How many religious errors did Jeroboam institute?   
 
 
 
 
8.)  What was “the sin of Jeroboam?”  When did Israel finally recover from it?   
 
 
 
 
9.)  Why did so many Levites leave their homes and farms and move to Jerusalem and Judea?   
 
 
 
 
10.)  How many wives did Rehoboam have?   
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Lesson 32: The Troubles Of Sin In Israel  
1 Kings 13-14:20 

Ch. 13  The Sad Story Of The Young Prophet 
vss. 1-5  Jeroboam himself was leading the worship and offering incense on his newly made altar.  (12:31 

Jeroboam made those of various tribes to be priests.)  
An young prophet from Judah interrupted the service pronouncing a curse from God against the altar – 
that its priests would be killed and burned on it by a king of Judah named Josiah.  (Fulfilled about 200 
years later, 2 Kings 23:15-20 – in fact this man’s bones were nearly burned on that altar.) 
Vs. 2 says that he named the sign – the destruction of the altar – that would mark the truth of his words.  
The immediate splitting of the altar was confirmation of his entire message.   
Jeroboam was upset and raised his hand in a gesture to order his men to seize the prophet.  His hand 
withered as he did so and the altar was broken in two – just as the prophet had said. 

vss. 6-10  The immediate consequence of his sin caused Jeroboam to think clearly enough to ask for God’s 
help.  The prophet prayed for him and the king was healed.  Jeroboam offered him a reward and dinner at 
the palace.  The prophet refused because God had told him not to eat or drink while in Jeroboam’s 
kingdom.  This implies that he was the make haste to get in and get out of Israel and go home.   

vss. 11-19  There was an old prophet in Bethel whose son’s reported to him the day’s extraordinary 
happenings.  He tracked the young prophet down and invited him home. (Why was he resting and not 
getting on home?)  The young man told him the same thing he told the king.  The old prophet lied and 
said that God said that it was O.K.  The young prophet went with him.  He had refused wealth and honor, 
but fell to a lie. 

Deut. 13:3,4  “you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the 
LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul. 
4  You shall follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, 
listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him.” 

vss. 20-22  God used the old prophet one more time – now to pronounce the doom of the young prophet for 
his disobedience.   

vss. 23-26  The old prophet finally helped the young one on his way, but it was too late.  A lion killed him, and 
then the lion and the donkey stood by the body – a sure sign that God had done it.   

vss. 27-32  Someone must have told the old prophet what happened.  He retrieved the body of the young 
prophet – whom he had killed with his lies – and mourned over him and buried him.  He even told his 
sons to bury him with the young prophet.  Belatedly he honored the prophet and told his sons to heed his 
words.   

vss. 33-34  The words of the prophet, the split altar, the striking and healing of Jeroboam and the death of the 
prophet didn’t cause Jeroboam (or seemingly anyone else) to repent.  This sin troubled Jeroboam’s 
house and all Israel as long as both existed.   

Ch. 14:1-20  Jeroboam’s House Quickly Cut Off  
vss. 1-6  Jeroboam had been given the kingdom of Israel and promised an enduring house if he was faithful.   

1 Kings 11:38  “Then it will be, that if you listen to all that I command you and walk in My ways, 
and do what is right in My sight by observing My statutes and My commandments, as My servant 
David did, then I will be with you and build you an enduring house as I built for David, and I will 
give Israel to you.” 

His unfaithfulness was obvious and complete and now his son was sick.  He knew he was not right with 
God so he sent his wife, in disguise, to inquire of the man who had prophesied that he would get the 



72 1 Kings 
 

kingdom.  Of course it did not work, even though the prophet was old and blind.  God revealed to Ahijah 
who it was and he pronounced a message of judgment.   

vss. 7-18  The message was one of absolute doom and gloom.  Since Jeroboam was given the kingdom 
because of the sins of the house of David (namely Solomon) and now he was doing much, much worse, 
all of his descendants would die and most of them wouldn’t even be properly buried.  The only 
consolation was that his sick son would die before the calamity and so would be mourned and buried like 
a prince since he is the best of them (probably largely due to the innocence of youth).   Further, the sin 
that Jeroboam engaged in would eventually cause the whole kingdom to be lost and sent into captivity. 
(Fulfilled approximately 200 years later, 2 Kings 17:3-6)  The queen went home and her son died as the 
prophecy began to be fulfilled.   

vss. 19,20  Jeroboam reigned 22 years before his death and secession by his son Nadab.    

Questions 
1.)  Who spoke against Jeroboam and his idolatrous worship? 
 
 
 
 
2.)  What happened to Jeroboam when he spoke against God’s messenger?   
 
 
 
 
3.)  Why did the man of God refuse Jeroboam’s offer of reward?   
 
 
 
 
4.)  If there was an old prophet in Bethel, why didn’t he say anything about Jeroboam’s idolatry?  Why 
would his sons have been at an idolatrous worship service? 
 
 
 
 
5.)  Why did the young prophet go to the old prophet’s house?  What did the old prophet say there? 
 
 
 
 
6.)  How did the old prophet honor the young one?  Is there anything ironic about his honoring him in 
this way?   
 
 
 
 
7.)  How long did the false worship that Jeroboam set up last?   
 
 
 
 
8.)  Why did Jeroboam seek a message from a prophet in Judah?  Didn’t he trust the message of any of 
the religious men in his own kingdom?   
 
 
 
 
9.)  How long did Jeroboam rule?  Why didn’t he have a long life and many descendants as king? 
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Lesson 33: Judah: Rehoboam’s Unfaithfulness And Wicked Abijah 
1 Kings 14:21-15:8  (2 Chron. 12,13) 

Ch. 14:21-31 (2 Chron. 12)  Rehoboam’s Unfaithfulness And Troubles  
2 Kings 14:21  Rehoboam received the throne at the age of 41 – just one year older than his father when he 

ascended, but his reign was less than half as long.  Why was his reign so comparatively short?  His gross 
unfaithfulness.  Why was he so uncaring about the things of God?  Consider his home life: he had an 
unfaithful father and his mother was an Ammonitess.  Solomon’s wives’ had caused him to introduce 
worship of Ammonite gods (any many others) in Israel. (2 Kings 11:5,7)  Was he taught of Jehovah on 
his mother’s knee? (Contrast with 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14,15) 

2 Kings 14:22-24  Rehoboam completely forsook the law of God.  He allowed every kind of idolatry and 
pagan practice, including sexual immorality.  (Ref. Deut. 23:17,18) Just a few years before this, the 
kingdom was strengthened for three years by the arrival of the priests, Levites and righteous refugees 
from Israel.  (2 Chron. 11:17)  So how did the moral situation get so bad? 

2 Chron. 12:1  Rehoboam’s kingdom became strong before his unfaithfulness.  When he was weak he did 
right, but when he felt secure he threw off all restraint and did as he wanted. 

2 Kings 14:25,26  In Rehoboam’s fifth year, Pharaoh Shishak invaded and carried off Solomon’s gold.   
2 Chron. 12:2-9  Additional details of Shishak’s invasion: he came with 12,000 chariots, 60,000 horsemen 

and men without number from Egypt and allied countries. Rehoboam had been able to raise a 180,000 
man army (1 Kings 12:21), but even that would not be enough here.  Rehoboam lost his newly built 
fortified cities and the Egyptians were closing in on the walls of Jerusalem when Shemaiah, the same 
prophet who had told Rehoboam not to fight Israel (2 Chron. 11:1ff), told him why he was being invaded.  
When Rehoboam and the leaders of Judah repented, the Lord spared them from the full force of His 
anger at the hand of the Egyptians – but He still taught them a hard lesson.  Since they hadn’t willing 
served God, they would be made to unwilling serve Pharaoh.  Judah was made a vassal state – subject 
to the taxes, burdens and restrictions of that humbled condition.   

2 Kings 14:27,28  Rehoboam had to make bronze ceremonial shields to replace the gold ones that Solomon 
had made.  They have fallen very far, very quickly.   

2 Chron. 12:12  It could easily have been much worse, but the leaders made some show of repentance and 
the people were not corrupted. (yet!) 

2 Kings 14:29-31  Summary of Rehoboam’s life and death.  Vs. 30 He was always fighting with Jeroboam.   
2 Chron. 12:13-16  vs. 14  “And he did evil because he did not set his heart to seek the LORD.” 

1 Kings 15:1-8 (2 Chron. 13)  Abijah’s Short Reign 
1 Kings 15:1,2  Abijah (Abijam) was the first of the very short reigning kings.  He reigned just three years 

(actually part of one year, a full year, and part of a third).   
1 Kings 15:2  “his mother’s name was Maachah, the daughter of Abishalom.” 
2 Chron. 11:20  “And after her he [Rehoboam] took Maacah the daughter of Absalom, and she bore 
him Abijah, Attai, Ziza, and Shelomith.” 
2 Chron. 13:2  “and his mother’s name was Micaiah the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah” 

Maacah and Micaiah as probably two forms of the same name and probably Uriel was her husband 
(Abijah’s other grandfather).   
Maacah seems to be mentioned here as a cause of Abijah’s wickedness. (Ref. vs. 13) 

1 Kings 15:3-5  Abijah contrasted with David.  Abijah ruled for such a short time because his heart was not 
“wholly devoted to” (“perfect before” KJV) God.  He professed God, but did not follow Him.  David had 
followed God with a whole heart and full devotion, except the incident involving Bathsheba.  Because of 
his faithfulness, one of his descendants would continue on the throne – even when the current occupant 
wasn’t worthy of the honor or deserving of having one of his descendants follow him.   
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1 Kings 15:6  Abijah fought with Jeroboam his entire reign just as his father Rehoboam had done. (14:30) 
1 Chron. 13:3  Abijah mustered 400,000 men – twice what his father had gathered when he first wanted to 

fight Jeroboam.  But Jeroboam, with 10 tribes to draw from, brought out 800,000.   
1 Chron. 13:4-12  Abijah’s intemperate speech.   

Rather than make peace with a man with twice as big an army, (Cf. Luke 14:31,32) Abijah provoked him.  
He reminded Jeroboam that God had given the kingdom to David.  He said that Jeroboam got his 
kingdom by rebelling against his master’s house with the help of scoundrels. (“children of Belial” KJV)  
Actually Rehoboam was the one who kept bad company and he was not young and inexperienced as his 
son claimed.  He was 41 years old at the time.   
Abijah then hit Israel with a true and hard-hitting critique – but one that he was not a good messenger to 
give – that their worship was wrong.  They refused to worship the Lord in the right place, in the right way, 
and with the wrong priests.  Abijah said that Judah had not forsake the Lord, His temple or His priests (but 
Abijah had forsaken Him in his heart.  He then said that since the priests of God led his army into battle 
Israel fought against Jehovah by fighting against him.  Bold talk for an idolater! 

1 Chron. 13:13-20  While Abijah talked, Jeroboam surrounded his army and set an ambus.  But the men of 
Judah cried to the Lord (vs. 14) and were given the victory because of their faith. (vs. 18)  They routed 
Israel killing 500,000 and capturing several cities.  Jeroboam’s kingdom didn’t recover during his lifetime.  

1 Chron. 13:21,22  Abijah’s epitaph – 14 wives and 38 children. 
1 Kings 15:8  Abijah succeeded by Asa.   

Questions 
1.)  How many years did Rehoboam reign?   
 
 
 
 

2.)  What kind of idolatry did Rehoboam allow in Judah? 
 
 
 
 

3.)  Who invaded Judah in Rehoboam’s day?  What did he accomplish?   
 
 
 
 

4.)  Why weren’t the effects of the invasion even worse?   
 
 
 
 

5.)  How did Rehoboam do evil?   
 
 
 
 

6.)  How long did Abijah reign?   
 
 
 
 

7.)  What direct difference between David and Abijah is pointed out in the Kings? (1 Kings 15:3-5)  
 
 
 
 

8.)  Give two or three factual errors in Abijah’s speech to Jeroboam.  
 
 
 
 

9.)  Why was Abijah’s army successful?   
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Lesson 34: Judah: Asa’s Faith, Reforms, Wars And Sin 
2 Chron. 14-16 (1 Kings 15:9-24) 

2 Chron. 14 (1 Kings 15:9-11)  Asa’s Reforms And Success   
2 Kings 15:9-11  Asa, who reigned 41 years, ascended the throne 100 years after David did.  He began with 

a right heart just as his great-great grandfather had had.   
2 Chron. 14:1-5  His first ten years were peaceful.  In his first wave of reforms, he destroyed altars, pillars, 

Asherim and other displays of pagan idolatry in Judah.  He commanded the people to seek God and 
follow the law.   

2 Chron. 14:6-8  Since his kingdom was at peace, he used the opportunity to arm and fortify his kingdom.  
God was with them as they built and prospered.   

2 Chron. 14:9-15  By faith Asa defeated the Ethiopians.  The Ethiopians had come with a “thousand 
thousand” man army.  Literally that would be one million.  The expression seems to be more an indefinite 
amount of immense vastness, rather than a literal count.  But what would the literal count of such a horde 
be?  It was a HUGE army.  Even the 580,000 that Asa had trained was not near enough.  So he cried to 
the Lord in complete dependence and faith.  He was granted a great victory over them, chased them all 
the way to Gerar (past Gaza), defeated them there and carried off great spoil.   

2 Chron. 15 (1 Kings 15:12-15)  Asa’s Further Reforms And Great Success   
2 Chron. 15:1-7  The Lord sent Azariah the prophet to Asa to sternly warn him that he needed to be faithful to 

continue to be blessed.  Was Asa’s faith already weakening?   
Asa was told that he still had much work to do since the people didn’t know God because they weren’t 
taught right and God was not being worshipped properly.  If they would do this, much more peace and 
blessings than they had already received would be given.   

2 Chron. 15:8  In his second wave of reforms, Asa removed more idols and detestable things from the land.  
He also moved the altar of the Lord back to its rightful place.   

2 Chron. 15:9-15  In his Asa 15th year, he gathered all those of his subjects (many from Israel had joined with 
him when they saw him prospering in the Lord) to dedicate themselves to God.  They offered great 
amounts of sacrifices – 7,700 animals, surely the most since Solomon’s day – and made a covenant to 
follow God with a full heart.  Death was threatened to all who would not seek God whole-heartedly.  The 
people willingly did this and were greatly blessed. 

2 Chron. 15:16-18  (1 Kings 12:12-15)  Following this, even more reforms were made.  Even the king’s 
mother (actually grandmother, see notes on 1 Kings 15:1,2) was removed from her official position 
because of her idolatry.  She had made a “horrid” idol (“obscene” – KJV “repulsive” – NIV “abominable” 
– ASV).  Asa cut it down, smashed it and burned it.  It is generally thought that it was a phallic idol.  Asa 
was personally very faithful and did many things in regard to God, but some remnants of idolatry 
remained in Judah. 

2 Chron. 15:19  They had 20 years of peace. 

2 Chron. 16 (1 Kings 15:16-24)  Asa’s Sin And Failure 
2 Chron. 16:1  Asa had trouble in his 36th year with king Baasha of Israel.  (1 Kings 16:8 says that Baasha 

died in the 26th year of Asa – an apparent contradiction, likely a scribal error in one of the accounts.) 
1 Kings 15:17  Baasha fortified Ramah, a border town just five miles north of Jerusalem, so that people could 

not go back and forth between the kingdoms.  (See 1 Chron. 15:9)   
2 Chron. 16:2-6 (1 Kings 15:18-22)  Asa immediately sent treasures from the Temple to Damascus to the 

king of Aram.  He wanted to make a treaty with him to protect his kingdom.  Asa got the Arameans to 
attack Israel from the north.  Baasha had to forget about fortifying his southern border and rushed north to 
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save his kingdom.  Asa sent his people to carry away Baasha’s building supplies.  This looked like a 
brilliant strategy – but precious items dedicated to God were used to bribe a pagan king to invade the 
Promised Land and attack God’s people.  Where had the faith of Asa gone?   

2 Chron. 16:7-10  God sent the prophet Hanani to Asa to condemn him for trusting in alliances instead of 
God.  God had spared him from a million Ethiopians and certainly could have handled a fort in Ramah.  
Asa was foolish and unfaithful in his old age.  He made it worse by arresting the prophet and beginning to 
oppress some of his subjects – probably the righteous.   

2 Chron. 16:11-14   (1 Kings 15:23,24)  Asa’s Epitaph.  He reigned for 41 year. Although he was afflicted in 
his feet during his last two years he never sought God, only his doctors – but he had a great burial.   

Questions 
1.)  Who was Asa’s heart like as he began his reign?   
 
 
 
 
2.)  What were the fruits of Asa’s faithfulness?   
 
 
 
 
3.)  What did he do in the time of peace? 
 
 
 
 
4.)  How did his army defeat the Ethiopians?   
 
 
 
 
5.)  What did the prophet admonish and promise Asa?   
 
 
 
 
6.)  How faithful was Asa in the middle part of his reign?   
 
 
 
 
7.)  What were the fruits of his faithfulness?   
 
 
 
 
8.)  How did Asa defeat Baasha when he made threatening moves?   
 
 
 
 
9.)  How faithful was Asa at the end of his reign?   
 
 
 
 
10.)  What were the fruits of his unfaithfulness? 
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Lesson 35: Israel: Five Kings Between Jeroboam And Ahab 
1 Kings 15:25 - 16:34 

1 Kings 15:24-34  Nadab, Then Baasha, Rule Israel   
1 Kings 15:25-28  Wicked Nadab followed his father Jeroboam on the throne of Israel. (14:20)  He reigned 

for less than three years.  Baasha killed him while the armies of Israel laid siege to Gibbethon, a city in 
Dan given to the Levites. (Josh. 19:44; 21:23)  How had the Philistines captured a city that far north?   

1 Kings 15:28-34  Fulfilling the prophecy of Ahijah the prophet to Jeroboam’s wife, Baasha immediately killed 
all the house of Jeroboam (1 Kings 14:9-16)  Jeroboam’s sin of idolatry, as especially as one directly 
appointed by God, was a personal and national sin and is punished as such.   
Baasha continued fighting with Judah, just as his two predecessors had done.  He also continued in the 
same sin of national idolatry.  He reigned for 24 years.   

1 Kings 16  Short Reigned And Bloody Kings In Israel: Elah, Zimri and Omri; Then Ahab 
1 Kings 16:1-7  The prophet Jehu prophesied against Baasha the same thing as had been prophesied 

against Jeroboam, and for the same sin as Jeroboam.  He did the same thing and received the same fate.  
Adding to Baasha’s sin (and the Lord’s anger) was his knowledge of the penalty of this sin.  He’s the one 
who carried out the vengeance of God on Jeroboam’s house, yet he continued in that same sin.  God had 
raised from nothing to be king, but he did not give heed to God.   

1 Kings 16:8-14  Just like Jeroboam, Baasha was succeeded by a son who reigned for a very short time.  
Elah was king one year and replaced the next.   
Zimri, one of Elah’s generals, commanders of half his chariots, conspired against him.  Zimri found him 
drunk and killed him and all his male relatives.  For good measure, Zimri even killed all Elah’s friends.  
Just like Jeroboam, Nadab and Baasha, Elah did the same national sin – the sin of the idolatry at Dan 
and Bethel – and received the same fate.      

1 Kings 16:15-20  Zimri and his followers approved of Zimri becoming king, but many of the people of Israel 
did not.  A week later, the people battling the Philistines voted their local commander, Omri, to be king.  
Omri left the siege of the Philistines to lay siege to the town the Zimri was in.  When Zimri saw that his 
situation was hopeless he set fire to the palace that he was in.  He died for his sins and recklessness.  

1 Kings 16:21,22  Those of the Zimri’s faction gathered under the leadership of Tibni.  In the civil war that 
followed they were defeated by Omri.   

1 Kings 16:23-28  Omri then reigned in Israel for 12 years doing worse than all the kings before him.  He 
continued in all the sins of Jeroboam and added much to it.  Aside from being the father of Ahab, he is 
also noted for founding a new capital city, Samaria, which would be the permanent capital of Israel. 

1 Kings 16:29-34  Ahab his son became king in his place and began to further multiply evils.  Every king of 
Israel thus far is said to have been worse than his predecessors.  But Ahab’s conduct was so low and 
sinful that it became a standard that no one could crawl under.  
Ahab seemed to do everything possible to provoke God.  He built temples and idols to every false god 
and made Baal worship the state religion of Israel.  He did all that his wicked wife Jezebel (named for a 
false god herself and daughter of Ethbaal, king of Sidon) wanted.  

30  “And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD more than all who were before 
him. 
31  And it came about, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, that he married Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went to 
serve Baal and worshiped him.” 

Israel greatly degenerated in the 100 years after Solomon gave his approval to idolatry in his kingdom.  
In Ahab’s time Jericho, which God had said not to rebuild (and no one had for 500 years) or you would be 
cursed and lose your oldest and youngest children, was rebuilt.   
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Josh 6:26  “Then Joshua made them take an oath at that time, saying, ‘Cursed before the LORD is 
the man who rises up and builds this city Jericho; with the loss of his first-born he shall lay its 
foundation, and with the loss of his youngest son he shall set up its gates.’” 

Whether this was done with the approval of Ahab, or at his bidding or maybe it wasn’t directly related to 
Ahab but simply shows the rebellious spirit of that age, we don’t know.  But we do know that God is not 
mocked – even if He said it 500 years previous, it still stood! 

Questions 
1.)  What happened to Jeroboam’s son Nadab?  What about the rest of the family?   
 
 
 
 
2.)  What sin did Baasha continue in?   
 
 
 
 
3.)  What happened to Baasha’s son Elah?  What about the rest of the family? 
 
 
 
 
4.)  What did Zimri do?   
 
 
 
 
5.)  What happened to Zimri? 
 
 
 
 
6.)  What sins did Omri commit?   
 
 
 
 
7.)  What sins did Ahad commit?   
 
 
 
 
8.)  Why did two sons of Hiel die?   
 
 
 
 
9.)  How would you summarize the moral and spiritual condition of Israel in the 40 years after 
Jeroboam died?   
 
 
 
 
10.)  Why did you think it got so bad?   
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Lesson 36: Israel: Elijah And The Widow Of Zarephath 
1 Kings 17 

1 Kings 17  Elijah, The Drought And The Widow Of Zarephath 
1 Kings 17:1  Elijah the Tishbite was given a revelation of a coming drought that would last for years. (Deut. 

11:16,17; 28:23,24)  He boldly told wicked king Ahab.  We know nothing of his background, what tribe he 
was from, or of other Tishbites.  He was living among the people of Gilead, the area east of the Jordan 
given to the tribes of Rueben, Gad and Manasseh.  From his rugged dress and demeanor we generally 
think of him as a frontiersman.  He became the model prophet and the one that the Jews looked for 
before the Christ would come.  (Ref. Mal. 4:5; Matt. 11:7-14) 

1 Kings 17:2-7  Elijah was told to hide himself.  The persecution of the righteous that Ahab and Jezebel were 
known for must have already begun.  Elijah had water in that remote place and was miraculously brought 
food by the birds.  Then the drought dried up the stream he was hiding by.   

1 Kings 17:8-16  Elijah was told to Zaraphath, a town eight miles east of Sidon, the capital of Phoenicia, 
where Jezebel’s father reigned.  It was the heart of “Baal-country,” but Elijah would find safety there, just 
like Moses in Pharaoh’s house.  This “Baal-land” was also affected by the drought.  Baal didn’t help there 
any more than he did in Israel. (Ref. Hos. 2:5) 
The place that God chose for Elijah’s security did not seem a likely one.  It was the house of a widow and 
her young son who were just one meal away from starvation.  Elijah asked for food and water and was 
informed of their dire circumstance.  He told her to feed him first – apparently taking the last meal from 
her and her son – and then there would be plenty for her and her son until the rains returned.  
God often asks of man to give to him first.  He asked it Abraham, and He asks it of us. 

Mark 8:34,35  “And He summoned the multitude with His disciples, and said to them, “If anyone 
wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 
35  For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake and the 
gospel’s shall save it.” 

Of course God isn’t really asking for us to give first – He’s already given!  Jn. 3:16 
She fed the prophet and received her reward – her oil and flour never ran out. (Matt. 10:40-42)  It must 
have seemed a great imposition when the prophet came asking for food, but it turned into a great 
blessing.  (Ref. Luke 4:25,26) 
Implied in all this is great faith of the widow.  She knew Elijah was a servant of God from the first time she 
met him, gave him her last meal, and hospitably housed the most prominent opponent of her state’s 
religion.   

1 Kings 17:17-24  Later, in the midst of his stay, her son became ill and died.  She associated his death with 
Elijah’s presence and chastised him for coming to her house.  Her conscience burned with guilt over her 
own sins, so she thought righteous Elijah was causing her to be punished.  Elijah took her son from her 
arms, went to his room and prayed to God for the boy three times.  This is the first example of the power 
of Elijah’s prayers and the first of three resurrections recorded in the Old Testament.  God answered his 
prayer and the boy’s spirit returned.  The grateful mother acknowledged him as a true prophet.    
Points To Note:  1.) We often think that calamity comes because of our own sin.  Sometimes it does. (2 

Sam. 11:26,27; 12:7-14)  Sometimes it comes because others’ sin. (Ex. 20:5)  Sometimes it is not 
related to anyone’s personal sin. (Jn. 9:1-3)  Sometimes it is due to chance. (Eccl. 9:11)  It can even 
be because we are righteous. (Job. 1:6-12; 2 Tim. 3:12) 

2.)  The body dies when the soul leaves it. (Eccl. 12:7)  vs. 22 the word translated “life” in some versions 
is the common word for “soul,” though that common word is translated in a great variety of ways in 
other passages by all translations.  (In the KJV it appears times 753 times and is translated: soul 475, 
life 117, person 29, mind 15, heart 15, creature 9, body 8, himself 8, yourselves 6, dead 5, will 4, 
desire 4, man 3, themselves 3, any 3, appetite 2, misc. 47) 
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Questions 
1.)  What did Elijah tell Ahab?   
 
 
 
 
2.)  Why would God cause it not to rain on His people for years?   
 
 
 
 
3.)  How was Elijah fed at the brook of Cherith? 
 
 
 
 
4.)  How was Elijah fed the first time at the widow’s house?  
 
 
 
 
5.)  How was Elijah fed from then on at the widow’s house?   
 
 
 
 
6.)  What happened to the widows son?  
 
 
 
 
7.)  At that time, why did the widow think Elijah was at her house? 
 
 
 
 
8.)  What did Elijah do with the dead son?   
 
 
 
 
9.)  How did God answer Elijah’s prayer? 
 
 
 
 
10.)  Why did the woman profess her faith in Elijah as God’s prophet after her son was raised, and not 
just before even though they were all alive by the miraculous daily provision of flour and oil? 
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Lesson 37: The Great Contest: The Lord Is God 
1 Kings 18 

1 Kings 18  The Great Contest 
1 Kings 18:1,2  God was ready to end the drought so he sent Elijah back to Israel.  The famine was very 

severe – the widow that Elijah was staying with had been down to her last meal years before.   
1 Kings 18:3-6  As Elijah was coming back, wicked Ahab and his righteous minister Obadiah, were looking 

for water for the king’s own stock.  Obadiah was very righteous and had gone to great trouble and risk to 
hide 100 prophets from the murderous persecutions of Jezebel.  For his animals, Ahab personally 
searched for water, but he did nothing to protect the righteous.   

1 Kings 18:7-15  Obadiah met Elijah in the field.  Elijah told him to tell Ahab he was back.  Obadiah thought 
that Ahab would kill him for delivering the news of where Elijah was since Elijah would be carried away by 
the Lord to some safe place when Ahab came for him.  Ahab had been conducting a wide-ranging search 
for Elijah and this must have been the local explanation as to how Elijah had escaped him for so long.  
This whole conversation was based on the understanding that Ahab would try to kill Elijah as soon as he 
could.   

1 Kings 18:16,17  When they met, Ahab charged Elijah with causing the suffering of the drought.  Evil people 
make many charges. (Ref. Matt. 11:16-19)  If Ahab would have followed this line of reasoning to its 
logical end, that if Elijah were able to cause the drought just by calling for it, then his God must have been 
more powerful than Ahab’s, but he didn’t think it out.  False charges are made against the righteous since 
the saints are always wrong in the mind of the world. (Ref. Acts 16:19-21; 17:6-8; 28:22)  Evil men 
pressure the saints to back down, implying that all problems would be solved if they would just be softer, 
lighten-up, go along to get along, etc. 

1 Kings 18:18  Elijah correctly assigned blame to Ahab – to his face without fear or backing down.  It is the 
wicked who cause trouble. (Ref. Ps. 16:4; Isa. 57:21)  Sin and sinners are the problem.  The sinner ruins 
lives, breaks hearts, causes mistrust, defensiveness and mistrust among people.  Ahab made no 
response.  He accused Elijah, but could make no defense for himself.  He was king, but a weak man.   

1 Kings 18:19  Elijah set the challenge: the single returned prophet against 850 prophets who have the king’s 
patronage.   

1 Kings 18:20-22  Elijah had to stand alone against them since the people would not support him.  He called 
them to follow the real Supreme One, be it Jehovah or Baal, and no longer pretend that they could give 
honor to both.   

21  “And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you hesitate between two 
opinions?  If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” But the people did not answer 
him a word.” 

The people’s hesitancy to choose a side could have been from ignorance (they might have completely 
forgotten Him like the people during the Egyptian captivity) but more likely it was cowardice.  They didn’t 
want to go against the king and popular opinion and many may have enjoyed the immoralities of idolatry.   

1 Kings 18:23,24  Elijah set up a foolproof test.  It would be obvious divine approval if fire came from heaven.  
A test of fire was especially appropriate since God had shown His approval with fire at the tabernacle 
(Lev. 9:24) and temple (2 Chron. 7:1) and because Baal was the “fire god.”  (The Old Saxon word for 
Baal was “Beal-Fyr.”) 

1 Kings 18:25-29  The false prophets had to publicly build their altar.  There was no chance for one of them 
to hide under the altar to make fire “magically” appear.  These men were so proud, stubborn or demented 
that they actually tried to make a miracle occur.  They had failed for 3.5 years to make rain appear (but 
they worshiped the “god of fire”!), but now it’s proven that they can’t command fire either – even with 450 
of the “fire gods” priests ranting, raving and doing extreme things for six hours. 
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Elijah harshly, publicly ridiculed them.  Ridicule is not a substitute for reason.  Mockers use it against the 
truth and skeptics use it when they are out of arguments.  But it can be well used to combat folly and get 
people to open their eyes.  Not only did the people need to know that Jehovah was God, they also 
needed to be firmly convinced that Baal was NOT! (Ref. Deut. 32:17,18)  After their failure was obvious, 
Elijah was ready to act.   

1 Kings 18:30-38  Elijah had the people rebuild an altar to God that had been on that spot previously.  Public 
participation in the building and soaking of the altar with water made sure that there was no deception.  
He prayed quietly and confidently and had complete success.  His prayer was that the people would 
recognize Jehovah as the true God.  The fire from heaven burned the wet meat, wood and stone.   

1 Kings 18:39  The people confessed their belief in God, though just 6 hours before they had refused.   
39  “And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The LORD, He is God; the 
LORD, He is God.” 

1 Kings 18:40  Elijah ordered the false prophets killed as the Law of Moses required. (Deut. 12:32-13:5) This 
was also an act of repentance by the people.  By this they repudiated Baal and made a bold statement 
that they would not go back to this idolatry.  One commented, “this sacrifice was no less pleasing to God 
than the other” (the oxen He consumed himself). 

1 Kings 18:41-46  When the people acknowledged God, Elijah asked for the drought to end.  As Ahab had 
his dinner Elijah, went to pray.  Seven times he had his servant check the clouds as he prayed.  When he 
saw the first little cloud, Elijah gave the high water warning to Ahab and outran his chariot back to town to 
ensure that the rising water did not catch them.   
Jehovah has power over fire and cloud.  The fire and the rain both came through prayer to Him.  One 
miraculously: unusual ferocious fire at very specific place when called for consuming just the sacrifice 
without a single person being singed nor any property lost.  The other providentially: God said pray for 
rain and a little cloud came, then another and another until a large thunderstorm rained on all.  As surely 
as God controlled the one He controlled the other, but He operated in different ways.   

Questions 
1.)  What showed Obadiah was a brave man?  What made him afraid?   
 
 
 

2.)  Who troubled Israel? 
 
 
 

3.)  How had Ahab troubled Israel?   
 
 
 

4.)  What “two opinions” could the people not decide between?   
 
 
 

5.)  How were the prophets of Baal discredited?   
 
 
 

6.)  How was Elijah shown to be a messenger of the true God?   
 
 
 

7.)  What precautions had been taken to make sure that neither side cheated?   
 
 
 

8.)  How convincing the was the display by the God who was on Elijah’s side? 
 
 
 

9.)  How did the drought come to an end?   
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Lesson 38: Israel: Elijah’s Flight 
1 Kings 19 

1 Kings 19  Elijah’s Flight 
1 Kings 19:1-2  Ahab apparently accepted the death of the prophets of Baal after the great contest, but 

Jezebel did not.  She swore an oath by her pagan gods to kill Elijah within the next twenty-four hours.  
She was going to make sure that Elijah’s victory did not result in a revival of the worship of Jehovah.   

1 Kings 19:3-8  Elijah fled outside Jezebel’s jurisdiction to Judah, and to the far end of it.  Then he left his 
servant and went alone further on into the desert.  After being miraculously sustained for three and a half 
years during the drought, and then being given a great miracle to prove him a prophet of the true God at 
the contest with the false prophets, Elijah wallowed in self-pity.  Twice more Elijah was miraculously fed 
while he rested.  Then he went into the deep desert, all the way to Mt. Horeb (Mt. Sinia), 200 miles away, 
and had a 40 day fast there just as Moses had done when He received the Law.  

1 Kings 19:9-14  Finally the Lord appeared to him and asked him why he was out there.  Elijah complained 
that Israel was in complete apostasy, only he was faithful, and they wanted to kill him.  The Lord had him 
go to a mountaintop and made several large scale demonstrations of His power, but did not give a 
message to accompany any of them.  By the same power that God demonstrated He could have wiped 
out wicked Ahab at any moment, but He did not.   
Then the Lord gave a message in still, small voice.  What did God say in the still small voice (vs. 13) after 
great demonstrations of His power?  The same as He had said the first time, in His normal fashion. (vs. 9)  
And how did Elijah answer after seeing such great demonstrations of God’s power?  With a word for word 
the answer as He had before. (vs. 14)   
Did the demonstration of God’s power change Elijah’s thinking?  It caused the same as it very often 
causes in the hearts of men — nothing.  Miracles seldom change character.  Who did the most miracles, 
including being raised from the dead?  Did that convince the unbelieving?  So what was the lesson?  
Listen to God however He speaks, for when He does, in whatever way He chooses, that is the message 
of life for you.   
Ahab and Israel would not be given great signs and destruction from heaven.  They (and Elijah as well) 
had the word of the Lord through Moses and would live by the blessings and curses found there.  How 
they dealt with what God said, not how they might respond to some infrequent great act, was how they 
would live and how they would be judged.  

1 Kings 19:15-18  God then gave Elijah a job to do.  (Work is often a great cure for depression – especially 
the self-induced, poor pitiful me, kind.)  Elijah was to anoint two new kings, Hazael, servant of current king 
Benhadad, in Syria, and Jehu to replace Ahab in Israel.  He was also to anoint a new prophet to 
eventually take his place – Elisha.  In their time, each of these leaders would each be powerful men.  The 
great spiritual and physical battles fought by the Elijah and the current kings would soon be passed to 
another generation who would also have to deal with the very same things. 
God also assured Elijah that there were 7,000 in Israel who would not worship Baal.  Elijah may have 
been in a minority, but he was not alone.   

1 Kings 19:19-21  Elijah put his mantle on Elisha and continued on.  Elisha immediately left his oxen and 
followed Elijah, but then thought that he should go home and at least say good-bye.  Elijah said that 
Elisha wasn’t forcing him to do anything.  Elisha then paused at home long enough to made a public 
proclamation that he was following Elijah by offering his plowing oxen as a sacrifice and using his farm 
implements to make the fire for it.  He distributed the meat to the people.  This was both a sacrifice to God 
as well as a very public statement that he was following Jehovah, and Elijah his prophet. 
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Questions 
1.)  Where did Elijah go?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
2.)  By whom did Jezebel swear? 
 
 
 
 
3.)  With what great manifestations of power did God reveal Himself to Elijah on the mountain top? 
 
 
 
 
4.)  How was the question of God and the answer of Elijah different before and after the great 
demonstrations of power?   
 
 
 
 
5.)  What jobs were given to Elijah to do?   
 
 
 
 
6.)  How many in Israel had not followed Baal? 
 
 
 
 
7.)  Who was chosen to be Elijah’s successor?   
 
 
 
 
8.)  How do we know that he did not intend to go back to farming?   
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Lesson 39: Israel: Ahab At His Best And Worst 
1 Kings 20,21 

1 Kings 20  Ahab’s Brightest Moment Turns To Failure 
1 Kings 20:1-6  Ben-hadad, king of Aram, gathered a great army of allies and pressured Israel by telling 

Ahab that all his treasure and family were his – normally a ceremonial statement of fealty.  Ahab admitted 
his subservience and prepared to send normal tribute.  But Ben-hadad said he was sending inspectors to 
see which people and things he would take.  Ahab had to choose between refusal and war or submission 
and humiliation.  

1 Kings 20:7-12  Ahab consulted with Israel’s leaders about refusing the onerous demands.  They said to 
refuse although they knew it meant war.  Ben-hadad moved to destroy Israel and surrounded its capital, 
Samaria.  Ahab warned them not to be too boastful and think that they would win easily.  Ben-hadad 
drinking when he heard Ahab’s reply, told his men to strap on their armor and get to it. 

1 Kings 20:13-22  A prophet told Ahab that victory would be given by his 232 young princes.  These few were 
to lead out Ahab’s 7,000 man army to start the battle.  Ahab attacked – his greatest display of faith.  Many 
others have failed in much less dire situations.  When Ben-hadad, drinking again at the time, heard that 
some men were coming from Israel to him, it seemed so small a number he didn’t know if it was an attack 
or a peace delegation.  He was so confident that he ordered his people to take them alive in either case.  
But the little group of young princes led a stunning victory, routing the Syrians and their allies.   

1 Kings 20:22-30  The Syrians explained their inconceivable defeat by saying that the Israel’s God was the 
“God of the hills” (Samaria was in hilly country), while theirs was the “god of the plains.” So they’d win if 
they fought in the right place.  They replicated their army, returned the next year and suffered the same 
result on the plain.  This victory was God’s rebuke of the Syrians for their contemptuous, limited view of 
Him.  The Israel’s few thousand killed 100,000.  The supernatural aspect of the victory was further shown 
by the disaster that befell their survivors – a town wall fell on them duing their clamor for safety, killing 
27,000.   

1 Kings 20:31-34   The Syrians, routed and demoralized, pled for peace.  Ben-hadad himself came humbly to 
his “brother” Ahab asking to be spared. He secured a peace agreement by giving some cities to Ahab.     

1 Kings 20:35-43  A servant of God was sent to condemn Ahab for letting Ben-hadad go when he should 
have been destroyed.  The prophet told a man to hit him so that he would convincingly appear injured.  
The first man he told would not hit him even though it was God’s will and he was killed.  A second man 
struck him so that he appeared before the king as an injured man.  He told a sad story of being the guard 
of a prisoner who had escaped.  He appeared to be seeking the king’s clemency for not doing his duty.  
Ahab refused him and chastised him.  Then he revealed himself as God’s messenger and condemned 
Ahab for the same sin – failing to do his duty in regard to the one that the Lord had given into his hand.  
Ahab would lose his life for the life that he let escape from God’s justice.   
Ahab returned home from his great victory depressed because of the prophet’s message. 

1 Kings 21 Ahab’s Greed Allows Jezebel’s Cold Blooded Evil 
1 Kings 21:1,2  Although Ahab had palaces, he decided that Naboth’s vineyard would make him happy.  

(Was this also to help him get his mind off of what the prophet said?)  Satan lies by saying that your next 
acquisition will make you happy or forget your troubles.   

1 Kings 21:3  Ahab desired what God forbid.  This land had been handed down within Naboth’s family since 
the original division of the land and he could not give it up.   

Numb. 36:7  “Thus no inheritance of the sons of Israel shall be transferred from tribe to tribe, for 
the sons of Israel shall each hold to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.” 

Naboth would not sell because of regard for the Lord.  It wasn’t a matter of how much he liked or didn’t 
like the vineyard or what kind of price was offered.  The only thing that mattered was the God’s word told 



86 1 Kings 
 

him not to sell – everything else was irrelevant.   
1 Kings 21:4-7  Think about the room in which Ahab was pouting – the ivory bed, the finest bedding, the 

cedar paneling, the artwork he would have had, etc.  Ahab’s selfishness left in him in the right condition to 
welcome bad things.  His pouting allowed Jezebel an opportunity to work her evil – it gave Satan an 
opportunity.  Even he might have refused to kill an innocent man in this way on another day. 

1 Kings 21:8-14  Jezebel’s cold-blooded plan was carried out.  Liars lied about Naboth blaspheming at a time 
when he was supposedly being honored.  Who would doubt the words of two seemingly independent 
witnesses?  The wicked pretended to enforce the law of God, and even killed Naboth’s sons (2 Kings 
9:26) so that no one would receive the inheritance.  God saw and made note. (Prov. 15:3)  

1 Kings 21:15-22  Ahab had a very short time to enjoy his ill-gotten gains.  Elijah was sent to meet Ahab in 
the vineyard (apparently the very first time Ahab went there).  Elijah pronounced a horrible judgment on 
Ahab and his house.  His evil would find him out because the Lord had seen it all.   

1 Kings 21:23-26  Jezebel’s would also suffer horrible judgment for part in this evil.  The dogs would lick 
Ahab’s blood, but they would actually eat Jezebel.  Ahab was bad by himself, but with Jezebel’s 
incitement, he was much worse than any before him or would have been by himself.   

1 Kings 21:27-29  Even Ahab, as evil as he was, could still be touched – and God regarded it!  Since he 
humbled himself, God forestalled punishment during Ahab’s life.  Unfortunately, his feelings, while real, 
were short lived.  He seems to have feared punishment, not loathed sin, and so soon returned to sin.  
Still, God gave mercy to one who gave none to others because he had genuinely humbled himself.   

Questions 
1.)  How many men did Ben-hadad have?  How many did Ahab attack them with? 
 
 
 
 

2.)  How easy did the Arameans think that the battle would be for them? 
 
 
 
 

3.)  How did the Arameans explain their unbelievable losses in the “battle in the mountains”? 
 
 
 
 

4.)  How did the “battle on the plain” go for them the next year? 
 
 
 
 

5.)  What did Ahab fail to do? 
 
 
 
 

6.)  Why was Ahab depressed after the great victory? 
 
 
 
 

7.)  Why did Ahab tell Jezebel that he was depressed? 
 
 
 
 

8.)  Why wouldn’t Naboth let his king buy his land?   
 
 
 
 

9.)  What did Jezebel do?   
 
 
 
 

10.)  What would happen to Ahab because of his sin?  To Jezebel because of hers?   
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Lesson 40: Israel & Judah: Jehoshaphat’s Misadventures, Ahab’s Death 
1 Kings 22 (2 Chron. 17,18) 

 
1 Kings 15:24  Jehoshaphat succeeded his father Asa to the throne of Judah.  

2 Chron. 17  Good King Jehoshaphat 
2 Chron. 17:1-6  Jehoshaphat inherited a kingdom that was in good shape due to the faithfulness of his father 

Asa (1 Kings 15, Lesson #35), even though Asa had personally sinned in his last years on the throne.  
Jehoshaphat strengthened his kingdom militarily and he was personally faithful to God.  He is compared 
to David in faith and in blessings received from God.   

2 Chron. 17:7-10  For the first time in generations, teachers of the Law were sent throughout Judah teach the 
people the Law of Moses.  Jehoshaphat is the first king since Solomon to be mentioned with priests and 
Levites.   

2 Chron. 17:15-19  God greatly blessed Israel because of Jehoshaphat’s faithfulness.  Neighboring kingdoms 
brought him tribute and he built a greater and greater kingdom.  In additions to Jehoshaphat’s garrison 
troops, five commanders are listed – each averaging over a quarter of a million men each under their 
command. 

2 Chron. 18 (1 Kings 22)  Compromised King Jehoshaphat Disastrously Teams Up With Ahab 
2 Chron. 18:1-3 (1 Kings 22:1-4)  The first tangles of alliance between good Jehoshaphat and wicked Ahab 

was the marriage of their children.  Many years later, probably nearly twenty, Jehoshaphat visited Ahab 
and was treated splendorously.  Then he was taken up to see Ramoth-gilead, a city that had once 
belonged to the Jews, but that was now controlled by the Arameans.  This happened four years after 
Ahab let king Ben-hadad of the Arameans go.  Jehoshaphat agreed to a full alliance to take the city back.   

2 Chron. 18:4-11 (1 Kings 22:5-12)  Jehoshaphat said that they should ask the Lord before undertaking a 
battle.  (He should have inquired before making an alliance.)  Ahab produced 400 “prophets” who all said 
that it would go wonderfully.  Jehoshaphat recognized that these were not prophets of God, so he asked 
for a prophet of Jehovah.  Micaiah, a real contrarian in Ahab’s opinion, was sent for.  While waiting on 
him, several prophets made great performances (with props) of good sounding pronouncements.   

2 Chron. 18:12-17 (1 Kings 22:13-18)  Before he went to the king, Micaiah was warned that the rest of the 
prophets were telling the kings good things, so he should too.  Micaiah said that he would tell what God 
said.  Micaiah said exactly the right words, but something, most probably his sarcastic tone, let Ahab 
know that he did not mean it.  Then he then told an anger Ahab that he saw Israel was without a 
shepherd – in spite of Ahab being their ruler.   

2 Chron. 18:18-27 (1 Kings 22:13-28) Micaiah explained that it was God’s will to trick Ahab into going to 
Ramoth-gilead to destroy him.  Several deceiving spirits volunteered to trick Ahab through his lying 
prophets.  One of the false prophets struck Micaiah and claimed to be the one who really had the spirit of 
God.  Ahab had Micaiah sent to jail until his safe return.  But Micaiah said if Ahab did come back safely 
then he really wasn’t a prophet.   

Duet. 18:22  “When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or 
come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken.  The prophet has spoken it 
presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.” 

2 Chron. 18:28-24 (1 Kings 22:29-36)  For some reason, even after Micaiah’s warning and mistreatment by 
Ahab, Jehoshaphat still went to battle with him.  The Arameans had orders to go straight for Ahab and kill 
him.  The battle did not go well, and the Arameans chased after Jehoshaphat thinking him to be Ahab.  
When he cried out to God they recognized that he was not Ahab.  They let him go, and a random arrow 
struck Ahab in a joint of his armor so that he died.  He was not treated well as he was wounded and dying 
– he was propped up in his chariot, probably to not let his army be disheartened by seeing their kings 
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being carried from the field.  By nightfall, the armies of the Israel and Judah gave up the fight and ran 
home.   

1 Kings 22:37-40  Ahab’s epitaph.  He died in his chariot and his blood filled the bottom of it.  When they 
cleaned it up, the dogs licked up his blood just as the Elijah had said, “Thus says the LORD, ‘In the place 
where the dogs licked up the blood of Naboth the dogs shall lick up your blood, even yours.’” (1 Kings 
21:19) 

1 Kings 22:41-47  Jehoshaphat’s summary and epitaph.  There are two chapters of additional details about 
Jehoshaphat in 1 Chron. 19 & 20.  He did a very good job as king, but with a handful of notable failures.  
He was strongly against idolatry, but could not rid the land of all its practices.   

1 Kings 22:48-50  (2 Chron. 20:35-37)  Another terrible alliance – Jehoshaphat partnered with Ahaziah in a 
gold ship adventure of the type that had been so successful for Solomon.  At first, Jehoshaphat agreed to 
work together with Ahaziah, but the Lord did not approve and wrecked their ships.  Jehoshaphat withdrew 
from the alliance after a prophet’s warning.   

1 Kings 22:37-40  Ahaziah took over from his father Ahab and continued in the same evil’s as Ahab and 
Jezebel.   

Questions 
1.)  Why was Jehoshaphat able to do so well? 
 
 
 
 

2.)  Why would Ahab want to work with Jehoshaphat?   
 
 
 
 

3.)  What did all of Ahab’s “prophets” all say?   
 
 
 
 

4.)  Why didn’t Ahab like the prophet Micaiah? 
 
 
 
 

5.)  Why did Micaiah say that all the false prophets were saying that Ahab would be successful?   
 
 
 
 

6.)  What happened to Micaiah?   
 
 
 
 

7.)  Why would Jehoshaphat go to battle with Ahab after hearing Micah?   
 
 
 
 

8.)  How did Ahab die?   
 
 
 
 

9.)  What mistake did Jehoshaphat make again with Ahab’s son?   
 
 
 
 

10.)  What kind of king was Ahaziah, the son of Ahab?   
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Lesson 41: Judah: Righteousness In Jehoshaphat’s Lifetime 
2 Chron. 19,20 

2 Chron. 19  Repentant Jehoshaphat Set Up Godly Judges 
1 Chron. 19:1-4  When he returned from his disastrous alliance with Ahab, Jehoshaphat was met by a 

prophet who condemned him for helping the wicked.  He was certainly deserving of punishment, but since 
he had done so much good and capable of so much more good, God did not remove him from the throne 
or harshly punish him.  With renewed vigor, Jehoshaphat gave attention to spiritually strengthening his 
kingdom.   

1 Chron. 19:5-11  Jehoshaphat appointed judges throughout the land charging them to be righteous and fair.  
In Jerusalem, he appointed a special council of Levites, priests and elders (very much like the Sanhedrin 
Council in New Testament times and similar to the 70 elders Moses appointed in Ex. 28) to judge in 
matters that could not be settled in the outlying areas.  He charged them especially to just rightly 
according to God’s standards.   

2 Chron. 20  God’s Great Victory For His Faithful 
2 Chron. 20:1,2   Several peoples from the east (Moabites, Ammonites and inhabitants of Mt. Seir) gathered 

a great combined army to invade Judah.  (Some think that this is the same Moabites invasion as 2 Kings 
3, but I believe that is a later occurrence.) 

2 Chron. 20:3-13  This made Jehoshaphat afraid.  Fear in similar situations has caused many godly people to 
do evil.  His father Asa turned to a foreign alliance when he faced less of a threat that this. (2 Chron. 16)  
But Jehoshaphat sought the Lord.  (16 times “seek, seeking or sought the LORD (Jehovah)” appears in 1 
& 2 Chron.)  He called the people of Judah to fast and they also sought the Lord.  The people of Judah 
(men, women and children) assembled in the Temple courtyard and were led in prayer by their king.  
Jehoshaphat’s prayer acknowledged the sovereignty of God, His help in making them a nation, and that 
trouble should not come upon God’s people so long as they humbled themselves before God.  In faith 
they asked for God’s help.   

12   “O our God, wilt Thou not judge them?  For we are powerless before this great multitude who 
are coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are on Thee.” 

2 Chron. 20:14-19   A prophet stood up in the assembly and said that God would fight their enemies for them.  
They were to go out as to battle on a certain mountain overlooking a plain, and wait there to see the 
victory of the Lord.  The people bowed in worship and those who work in the Temple loudly praised God.   

2 Chron. 20:20-23  Led the priests and singers, the people went out to the place that God had told them. 
They watched as the combined army of Moab, Ammon and Seir broke into its separate parts and fought 
one another to the point of total annihilation.   

2 Chron. 20:24-28  The victory for God’s people was so complete that all they had to do was go down and 
take the spoils of war.  It took three days to carry all of it off.  On the fourth day, they had a great service 
of thanks to God. 

2 Chron. 20:29,30  When other nations heard of this, they greatly feared Israel and their God so that Israel 
was at peace.   

2 Chron. 20:31-34  Jehosaphat’s epitaph.  A 35-year reign marked by personal faithfulness to God.  Even 
with all the good he did: the sending of teachers of the Law throughout the land, the righteous judges, the 
seeking of God in times of trouble; still the hearts of the people were not fully with Jehovah.   

2 Chron. 20:35-37 (1 Kings 22:48-50)  At the end of his life, Jehoshaphat made another terrible alliance with 
the house of Ahab – his third.  At first he agreed to partner with Ahaziah in a gold ship adventure of the 
type that had been so successful for Solomon.  The Lord did not approve and wrecked their ships.  
Jehoshaphat withdrew from the alliance after a prophet’s warning.   
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Questions 
1.)  Why wasn’t Jehoshaphat severely punished after his cooperation with Ahab? 
 
 
 
 
2.)  What did Jehoshaphat charge his judges to do?   
 
 
 
 
3.)  What did he charge the council in Jerusalem to give regard to?   
 
 
 
 
4.)  Why was Jehoshaphat afraid? 
 
 
 
 
5.)  How did he respond when he was scared? 
 
 
 
 
6.)  What did God tell the multitude that had assembled to ask for His help?   
 
 
 
 
7.)  How did God give the victory to Judah?   
 
 
 
 
8.)  If other generations in Israel and Judah had responded like this one, how many fewer wars would 
have needed to have been fought?     
 
 
 
 
9.)   Several times singers and singing to God are mentioned in Ch. 20.  How far back in the record of 
Kings and Chronicles must we search to find previous mention of such? 
 

 
 
 
10.)  What were the three alliances that Jehoshaphat made with the house of Ahab? 
 
 
 
 
11.)  What were the results of these alliances? 
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Lesson 42: Israel: End Of Elijah’s Work, Beginning Of Elisha’s 
2 Kings 1,2 

2 Kings 1  There Is A God In Israel, Isn’t There?   
2 Kings 1:1-5  As Elijah had prophesied, trouble came to Ahab’s house after his death. (Ref.  2 Kings 21:20-

29)  Subject kingdoms revolted and the new king fell out window.  Instead of seeking God, Ahaziah, king 
of Israel, sent men to Ekron to ask Baal-zebub about his prospects for recovery. 

2 Kings 1:6-8  Elijah was sent to intercept them.  He rebuked them asking, “Is there no God in Israel?” and 
said that the king would not recover.  They immediately returned and told the king.  The messengers 
hadn’t known who it was that spoke them, but Ahaziah immediately knew that it was Elijah. 

2 Kings 1:9-12  Two captains with fifty soldiers each were sent, one after the other, to arrest Elijah.  They 
approached him in mocking and harsh tones.  Fire from heaven consumed them as proof of who the real 
God was and who spoke for Him.  

2 Kings 1:13-16  The third captain to be sent out humbly approached Elijah and asked not to be killed as the 
others had been.  An angel of the Lord told Elijah to go with him to see the king.  Elijah told Ahaziah that 
he would die since he did not seek God but rather Baal-zebub. 

2 Kings 1:17-18  Ahaziah’s epitaph. He died as God said he would.  Since he had no son his brother 
succeeded him.  Ahaziah is remembered only for his short reign and his paganism. 

2 Kings 2  The Mantle Passes To Elisha 
2 Kings 2:1-6  Elijah met with Elisha as Elijah made his final journey.  At each major stop along the way, 

Elijah asked Elisha to stay, but since Elisha would not leave him, they journeyed on together.  At Jericho 
the local “sons of the prophets” (religious men who devoted themselves to knowing and teaching God’s 
word, and were sometimes prophets themselves) met Elijah and Elisha.  It had been revealed to them 
that this was Elijah’s last journey and they asked Elisha if he knew that Elijah wasn’t coming back.  Elisha 
already knew. 

2 Kings 2:7-12  Elijah’s departure.  As the sons of the prophets watched, Elijah caused the Jordan River to 
part and he and Elisha walked across.  In their final conservation, Elijah asked Elisha want he wanted.  
Elisha wanted a “double portion of the spirit of Elijah.”  This does not mean that he wanted twice as much 
power as Elijah, rather a “double portion” was the part of the inheritance that fell to the first-born son – the 
main heir.  Elijah didn’t have a physical inheritance to leave behind, only a legacy of bolding speaking for 
God against evil.  Elisha asked to be the successor and continuer or Elijah’s work.  Elijah warned that it 
would be hard thing to do, but Elisha wanted to do it.  As they spoke, a chariot of fire in a whirlwind took 
Elijah to heaven.  Elisha had seen this happen, the sign that his request was granted, and he took up the 
mantle of Elijah.  In the course of his work, Elisha would repeat the major miracles of Elijah.   

2 Kings 2:13-18  Elisha showed himself to be Elijah’s successor by parting the Jordan on the way back in to 
Jericho in front of the same witnesses who had just seen Elijah do it.  The sons of the prophets, who had 
seen the whirlwind but not the flaming chariot, wanted to go see if they could find the body of Elijah.   
They had seen Elisha part the water, but would not listen to him about the body of Elijah.  They shamed 
him into letting them go look even though he knew that the body would not be found.  When they came 
back from three days of futile search – surely hungry, tired and ragged – he reproved them with an “I told 
you so.”   

2 Kings 2:19-22   The people of Jericho asked Elisha to help them with their water.  Their wells were giving 
bad water that ruined what they irrigated.  Elisha put salt in the well and declared it clean in Jehovah’s 
name and the well gave fresh water from then on.  

2 Kings 2:23,24  42 young men near Bethel were killed by a bear because they mocked God’s prophet. 
2 Kings 2:25  Elisha returned to Israel to do his work.   
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Questions 
1.)  What happened to Ahaziah, and whom did he ask about it? 
 
 
 
 
2.)  What did Elijah tell the messengers who were going to inquire of Baalzebub?   
 
 
 
 
3.)  What happened to the first two companies of fifty soldiers sent to arrest Elijah? 
 
 
 
 
4.)  How did the captain of the third group of soldiers approach Elijah? 
 
 
 
 
5.)  What did Elijah tell king Ahaziah? 
 
 
 
 
6.)  Why was Elijah traveling toward the Jordan River?  Who accompanied him?  
 
 
 
 
7.)  What did Elisha want from Elijah? 
 
 
 
 
8.)  How did Elijah depart this earth?  Was his body found? 
 
 
 
 
9.)  Who saw Elijah part the Jordan?  What did these witnesses know from this? 
 
 
 
 
10.)  How could the people of Jericho be convinced that Elisha was God’s prophet? 
 
 
 
 
11.)  How could the people of Bethel be convinced that Elisha was God’s prophet?   
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Lesson 43: Israel: Kings, Women And The Suffering Seek Elisha 
2 Kings 3,4 

2 Kings 3  God Gives Water And Victory In The Desert 
2 Kings 3:1-3  A second son of Ahab, Jehoram, took the throne of Israel.  He was wicked, but not as much as 

his parents were.  He wasn’t a pagan and he got rid of the worst of the Baal worship, but he was an 
idolater, as all the kings of Israel were, keeping the calves that Jeroboam made.   

2 Kings 3:4-8  The people of Moab, who had been under the dominion of Ahab paying him a tribute in lambs 
and wool, rebelled when Ahab died. (Ref. 2 Kings 1:1)  Jehoram called Jehoshaphat (always a loyal 
friend to the house of Ahab) for help.  The combined armies of Israel and Judah did not attack directly 
across the Jordan north of the Dead Sea, but took the longer route around the south end of the Dead Sea 
and were joined by the army of Edom.  In their march toward Moab through the desert the combined 
armies could not find any water.   

2 Kings 3:9-12  Too late, as usual, Jehoshaphat decided to inquire to the Lord.  Elisha was traveling with the 
army, so they kings of Israel and Judah went to him. 

2 Kings 3:13,14  Elisha upbraided Jehoram and told him to ask his parent’s pagan prophets.  Jehoram said 
that they were in too dire a situation to depend on them.  Elisha said that he was only helping because 
Jehoshaphat was there.   

2 Kings 3:15-20  Elisha told them make many trenches in the dry valley that they were in.  In the morning the 
trenches would be filled with water, enough for the armies and all their stock, even though they wouldn’t 
see any evidence of rain.  Then refreshed, they were to attack and destroy the Moabites.   

2 Kings 3:21-24  The Moabites went out to meet the parched armies coming against them.  But water (rain 
on far away mountains) had come from Edom.  The Moabites saw the trenches full of red water and took 
it for blood.  They concluded that the armies had turned on each other.  They were not prepared to meet 
the army of Israel in their unguarded rush forward for spoil and were slaughtered.    

2 Kings 3:25-27  The Moabites fell back as they lost city after city.  In the final battle the Moabites tried to 
fight their way to the Edomites.  Maybe they hoped that they would join them or at least not be so fierce in 
their fighting.  They did not succeed.  In desperation, the king of Moab sacrificed his son to his pagan god 
on top of the city wall.  Israel was blamed for the suffering that had caused such desperation, so the 
attack, the last of the campaign to subdue Moab, was ended and the three armies went home.   

2 Kings 4  Elisha Helps The Poor, The Rich And The Hungry 
2 Kings 4:1-7  An indebted widow of a righteous man pled to Elisha when she was about to lose her sons to 

slavery.  (Lev. 25:39 Slavery has been common until recent times in most parts of the world.  The Law of 
Moses regulated and restricted slavery, outlawing its most inhumane aspects.)  Elisha asked what she 
had in her house.  All she had was a jar of oil.  Elisha told her to get all the pots that she could and fill 
them all up with oil from her little jar.  The oil stopped coming when the last one was full.  They she was 
told to sell the oil to pay her debts and to have some money to live on. 

2 Kings 4:8-17  A Shunammite woman noticed that Elisha would regularly pass by her house in his travels.  
First, she fed him and later had a comfortable room built for him.  For her kindness, Elisha asked her what 
she wanted.  He suggested maybe an introduction to influential people.  She refused.  When informed 
that she had no children, Elisha promised that she would have a son the next year, and she did.   

2 Kings 4:18-37  Some years later, the Shunammite’s woman’s son suddenly fell ill and died.  She laid the 
boy on Elisha’s bed and summoned a servant and a mule to hurry to Elisha.  She wouldn’t tell Gehazi, 
Elisha’s servant, what was wrong. Gehazi tried to stop her when she grabbed hold of Elisha.  Elisha, not 
knowing exactly what was wrong, sent her and Gehazi, with his staff, back to her home and he followed 
close behind.  Gehazi could not heal her son with Elisha’s staff, so he left and met Elisha as he was 
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coming to inform him that the boy was dead.  Elisha went alone to the dead boy.  He prayed to God and 
laid on top of the him and he was raised from the dead.   

2 Kings 4:38-41  During a famine which Elisha predicted (8:1), some of the sons of the prophets were 
reduced to eating wild herbs and gourds gathered from the forest.  On man accidentally put some 
poisonous gourds in the pot so that none of the hungry could eat.  Elisha cured the pot of food so that the 
people could eat.  

2 Kings 4:42-44  A faithful and generous man brought Elisha and the many people with him 20 loaves of 
barley bread and some grain from the first-fruits of his harvest.  Elisha said to give it to the people, but his 
servant said that it was not near enough.  Elisha said to give it to them anyway and after everyone ate 
there were leftovers.   

Questions 
1.)  In what ways was Jehoram of Israel better than his parents?   
 
 
 
 
2.)  Who did Jehoram get to help him in his fight against Moab?   
 
 
 
 
3.)  Is there record of any request from the house of Ahab that Jehoshapat turned down?   
 
 
 
 
4.)  Who did Jehoram and Jehoshaphat seek in their distress?   
 
 
 
 
5.)  How did God supply water to the armies of Israel and Judah and destroy the Moabites?   
 
 
 
 
6.)  How were the poor widow and her two sons given money for their debts and their living?   
 
 
 
 
7.)  What did the Shunammite woman supply to Elisha?  What did she receive? 
 
 
 
 
8.)  What happened when the child died?   
 
 
 
 
9.)  What two miracles helped Elisha feed the many people who were with him during the famine? 
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Lesson 44: Israel: Naaman, Elisha’s Activities In Hardships And War 
2 Kings 5-7 

2 Kings 5  Naaman Healed, Gehazi Cursed 
2 Kings 5:1-3  Naamam was a good man – even his captured servant wanted him healed and she knew that 

the prophets of God in her country could do great miracles.  He was also a very successful general and a 
leper.  It was not possible to be both these things in Israel since the law required the quarantine of lepers.  
But the pagans did not have these beneficial public health restrictions.    

2 Kings 5:4-6  Naaman and his king were obviously excited at the prospect of a cure for an incurable 
disease, but they didn’t quite get the details right.  The sent a letter of introduction and great gifts to the 
wrong person: they went to the king, the political leader, not the prophet, the leader of the true religion.   

2 Kings 5:7,8  Jehoram saw the sick general and the king of Syria request that he be healed from leprosy as 
an intentional set up for provocation, for why else could he be asked to do something so impossible?  
Elisha heard of this and said not to be afraid, send the general to me so that they will know that there was 
a prophet of God in Israel – something the Syrians did not know and that Israel seemed to forget. 

2 Kings 5:9-15  The general went to Elisha’s humble abode but wasn’t even invited in.  A servant came out 
and told him to go dip seven times in the Jordan.  God’s word was just as effective if Elisha said it or had 
it relayed through his servant.  Then Naaman uttered the most dangerous words possible when it comes 
to dealing with God’s instructions: “Behold, I thought…” (vs. 11) Naaman went away mad since he had 
expected the prophet to come out, wave his hands and speak great words.  (Has false religion ever 
changed?)  He also didn’t think the Jordan River a worthy river.  But when a servant later spoke some 
sense to him, Naaman had the humility too accept his good advice and do as the prophet had said.  He 
was healed because God’s word was still effective when Naaman’s servant directed him to it.   

2 Kings 5:14-19  Healed Naaman returned to Elisha (about 30 mile trip back from the Jordan) to 
acknowledge and praise the God of Israel not just as a powerful god, but as the only God.  Naaman 
asked to be allowed to take home soil from Israel to worship God upon and asked to be forgiven in 
advance for going into idol’s temples.  His financial offerings and expensive gifts were refused.   

2 Kings 5:20-27  After his master turned down Naaman’s rich gifts, Gehazi decided to get something from 
him anyway.  Naaman wondered if something was wrong when Elisha’s man came running up.  Gehazi 
told him that some of their men just arrived and were in need, so could he please have some money and 
clothes for them.  Naaman was glad to help and sent two servants laden with goods that were deposited 
directly in Gehazi’s house.  Gehazi lied when Elisha asked him.  Elisha said that it was not the proper for 
them us enrich themselves in such a manner.  Naaman’s leprosy afflicted Gehazl as punishment. 

2 Kings 6  Ax Head Floats, Elisha Defeats Syrians, More War And Extreme Hardship 
2 Kings 6:1-7  The sons of the prophets did not have an adequate place to live, so they asked for and 

received permission to make a new dwelling.  As they were working, one man lost an ax head when it 
flew into the river.  He was distraught because it was borrowed and he did not have any way to replace it. 
Replacing the lost ax would completely impoverish (or enslave) him since the law required restitution of 
lost or damaged property. (Ex. 22:14)  Elisha caused it to float so that it could be retrieved. 
Observation on material things:  Gehazi was punished for selfishly seeking and hiding money and 
physical luxuries.  He was chastised that it was inappropriate to be seeking such wealth (much less his 
methods).  But Elisha blessed the efforts of the sons of the prophets to build a suitable home.  The ax 
borrower was even miraculously helped to retrieve lost property because it would have been a great 
hardship for him to lose it.  So a balanced and moderate approach must be taken towards material things: 
lusting for luxuries is bad immoral; deprivation, want and need are bad, but not necessarily immoral; but 
proper work, physical improvements and care for property is good and are blessed.   
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2 Kings 6:8-14  The Syrians warred against Israel and set numerous traps to capture Jehoram that he artfully 
escaped because to Elisha’s warnings.  The Syrian king thought that one of his men must be betraying 
him.  His men said that a prophet named Elisha was revealing his secrets so he ordered him captured. 

2 Kings 6:15-19  Elisha’s servant was greatly alarmed to find the Syrians surrounding them, but Elisha spoke 
words of great confidence:   

16  “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” 
Elisha prayed that his servant could see the forces protecting them – many fiery horses and chariots. 
(Ref. Ps. 68:17)  The Syrian army was struck blind and Elisha led them by the hand to Jehoram. 

2 Kings. 6:20-23  Jehoram asked if he should kill them.  Elisha said not to kill captives.  They were fed and 
paroled back their own king.  The Syrians withdrew from Israel.  How could one fight such an enemy? 

2 Kings 6:24-31  Ben-hadad, king of Syria, later invaded Israel again, even laying siege to Samaria, the 
capital, bringing such hardship and famine that people were reduced to bidding on animal heads and 
dung to survive.  Then some resorted to cannibalism.  Jehoram lost his temper and blamed this on Elisha.  
The sackcloth under his robes was probably an attempt at repentance in order to get God to help.  His 
attempts weren’t working and things kept getting worse, so he turned on God and Elisha, His spokesman, 
killed.  Elisha ordered his door to be barred when he heard an executioner was coming, but the soldier 
burst in and blamed this situation on the Lord and told Elisha to get ready to meet Him. 

2 Kings 7  Lepers Find Deliverance And Plenty 
2 Kings 7:1,2  The executioner’s hand was stayed by the promise that the very next day food would be 

unbelievably cheap.  When the executioner scoffed, he was told he would see it, but not eat of it. 
2 Kings 7:3-8  Some lepers, who had to live outside the city (Lev. 14:36) were in a worse predicament than 

even the town’s people since they depended on charity.  Since every option that they had ended in death, 
they decided that they might as well go to the enemy camp to either be fed or killed immediately. They 
found it deserted since the Lord had caused the Syrians to hear the sound of an army.  Thinking a foreign 
power had come to relieve Israel, they fled leaving all their goods in camp.  The lepers ate and plundered. 

2 Kings 7:9-15  The lepers’ consciences began to bother them since they had access to so much and the 
people in town were still starving.  They informed the night watchmen of their find.  At first the king 
thought it a trap, but a few were sent out to investigate.  They safely returned with a chariot full of plunder. 

2 Kings 7:16-20  As the news spread, people flooded out of the city, stampeding through the city gate.  The 
man who had been sent to execute Elisha the day before was in charge of the gate and was trampled to 
death.  As Elisha said, he would see the deliverance of God’s people, but not be able to participate.   

Questions 
1.)  At first, why wouldn’t Naaman follow the instructions that would have healed him?   
 
2.)  How many different people told Naaman to wash in the Jordan?  Did effectiveness of the 
instructions depend on who had last told him?   
 
3.)  Why was Gehazi condemned?   
 
4.)  Why would God work a miracle just to retrieve an ax head?   
 
5.)  How did Jehoram escape Ben-hadad’s traps?   
 
6.)  How bad was the suffering in Samaria when Ben-hadad laid siege to it?   
 
7.)  What did the lepers find?  Why?   
 
8.)  What happened to the soldier who was ready to execute Elisha and who had scoffed at him?   
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Lesson 45: Israel: Elisha Section Concluded; 
Judah: Ahab & Jezebel’s Influence Ruin Judah Too 

2 Kings 8 (2 Chron 21 - 22:6) 
2 Kings 8 (2 Chron. 21 - 22:6)   

2 Kings 8:1-6  The Shunammite woman who had shown such kindness to Elijah was warned that there was 
terrible famine coming, so she left the region and waited out the famine in the land of the Philistines.  
When she returned, she went to plead with the king to get her land back from squatters who had taken it 
in her absence.  The king just happened to be hearing from Gehazi (who at some point must have been 
healed from his leprosy) about the exploits of Elijah and him raising a child from the dead when the 
woman and her son walked in.  The king immediately granted their request.  

2 Kings 8:7-10 Elisha went to Damascus when king Beh-hadad of Syria was sick.  The king sent his servant 
Hazael with 40 camel loads of gifts asking if he would recover. 

2 King 8:11-15  Elisha told Hazael that Ben-hadad would not survive and then gazed intently at Hazeal until 
Elisha began to cry.  Hazael was told that it was because he would bring great hardship and suffering to 
Elisha’s beloved homeland.  Stunned Hazael asked how that could be.  It was because Ben-hadad would 
die and Hazael would become king.  (1 Kings 19:15 Elijah had been commissioned to anoint Hazeal king 
of Syria, here Elisha completed the job.)  Unlike David, Hazael was not the type to wait on the throne.  He 
made sure that Ben-hadad did not recover and took the throne the next day.   

2 Chron. 21:1-4  Jehorom (Joram and Jehorom are two forms of the same name) of Judah succeeded 
Jehoshaphat.  He was worthless and despicable in every way.  He began his reign by killing all six of his 
brothers.  Jehoshaphat had given them all great gifts and elevated positions.  Jehoram evidently feared 
them (and other princes) as potential rivals to the throne, so he ruthlessly eliminated them all.    

2 Kings 8:16-18 (2 Chron. 21:5-7)  His eight-year reign was marked by great wickedness because he was 
more like his father-in-law Ahab than he was like his good father Jehoshaphat.  Of all the alliances that 
Jehoshaphat made with the house of Ahab (attacking Ramoth-gilead with Ahab, gold ships ventures with 
Ahaziah, fighting Moab with Jehoram), the one with the worst consequences as the first: his marriage 
alliance with Ahab (1 Chron. 18:1), having his son Jehoram marry Ahab and Jezebel’s daughter Athaliah.  
Remember the rebuke of 2 Chron. 19:2?  “Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the 
LORD and so bring wrath on yourself from the LORD?”  The wickedness in Judah was sufficient that it 
would have been just for God to destroy the nation, but He did not because of His promise to David.   

2 Kings 8:19-22  (2 Chron. 21:8-10)  Judah was not destroyed but it was punished and lost most of its 
possessions.  Edom, whose army Jehoshaphat had used with to help Israel against Moab, (2 Kings 3) 
rebelled and was lost.  When Jehoram tried to recapture Moab he got himself surrounded, but he broke 
out of their encirclement in a bold night attack (very daring and unusual for the time).  He was thus 
spared, but his army had no more fight left in it.  Libnah also revolted.  The Chronicles specifically 
mention that the revolts were because of Jehoram’s rebellion against God.   

2 Chron. 21:11  Jehoram was fully pagan and instituted paganism as the official religion of his kingdom and 
compelled those in Judah to participate.  This maybe why Libnah, an area given to the priests and made 
a city of refuge, (Josh. 21:13; 1 Chron. 6:57) revolted.  The influence of the priests and a predominance 
of religious people there likely rejected Jehoram’s paganism.   

2 Chron. 21:12-18  More details of the moral horrors of Jehoram’s reign.  Several years after his departure, a 
letter from Elijah was delivered to Jehoram.  Elijah had foreseen Jehoram departing from the ways of his 
ancestors and following the ways of his father-in-law Ahab.  That much might not have required prophetic 
insight to predict, but Elijah also foresaw and rebuked Jehoram for killings his brothers.  Elijah predicted 
great trouble for his kingdom and personal excruciating sickness in his bowels, which would eventually kill 
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him.  Also, the Lord caused the Philistines, Arabians and Ethiopians to invade and plunder Judah.  Even 
the king’s family was not spared.  All his sons but Jehoahaz, his youngest, were captured or killed.  

2 Kings 8:23,24  (2 Chron. 21:19,20) Jeherom’s epitaph.  When he finally died of his illness everyone was 
glad to see him go and they didn’t even bury him in the king’s tombs.  His son Ahaziah succeeded him. 

2 Kings 8:25-29 (2 Chron. 22:1-6)  Ahaziah was a descendant of both David and Ahab, but much more of 
Ahab.  He was also a son-in-law of Ahab.  Vs. 26 says that his mother, Athaliah, was the granddaughter 
of Omri.  Of course Omri was Ahab’s father.  So Ahaziah was both the grandson and son-in-law of Ahab.  
What trouble Jehoshaphat started when he “allied himself by marriage with Ahab.” (2 Chron. 18:1)  
Ahaziah also joined the house of Ahab in a foreign war, going to Ramoth-gilead to fight Hazael, the new 
king of Syria, just as Ahab and Jehoshaphat had done to fight Ben-hadad. (1 Kings 22)  Predictably, it did 
not go well and Jehoram of Israel was seriously injured.  Ahaziah of Judah went to Jezreel to see him 
during his recuperation.   

But God was using these events to set up the destruction of the entire house of Ahab – both Jehoram of Israel 
and Ahaziah of Judah. 

Questions 
1.)  How did the Shunammite woman get her land back after the famine? 
 
 
2.)  Why didn’t Ben-hadad recover?   
 
 
3.)  How did good king Jehoshaphat’s son Jehoram begin his reign?   
 
 
4.)  Why was Jehoram of Judah so bad? 
 
 
5.)  Why was Jehoram (Joram) of Israel so bad?   
 
 
6.)  Why was the lost of the Libnah area significant to the kingdom of Judah?   
 
 
7.)  What happened to Judah because of Jehoram’s wickedness?   
 
 
8.)  Why didn’t God just destroy the wicked kingdom of Judah?   
 
 
9.)  How many mourned Jehoram of Judah’s death?  How was he buried? 
 
 
10.)  Why was Ahaziah so bad?   
 
 
11.)  Who was Ahaziah’s grandfather on his mother’ side?  His great-great-great-great-great-
grandfather on his father’s side?   
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Lesson 46: Israel: Jehu Ends All Of Ahab’s House  
And Baal Worship – But Not Idolatry 

2 Kings 9,10 (2 Chron. 22:7-9) 
2 Kings 9  (2 Chron. 22:7-9)  Jehu Anointed, Kings, And Jezebel Killed 

2 Kings 9:1-10  Elisha sent one of his trusted followers, a prophet, to Ramoth-gilead to anoint Jehu, an army 
captain, as king of Israel.  He was told to do it privately and then get away quickly.  The prophet took Jehu 
aside, anointed him king, repeated in detail the prophecy of Elijah concerning the destruction of the house 
of Ahab (1 Kings 21:20-24) and commissioned Jehu to carry out the punishment.   

2 Kings 9:11-13  Jehu told his fellows and they immediately proclaimed him king.   
2 Kings 9:14-16  Jehu told everyone in Ramoth-gilead (where the army was because of the Syrian threat) not 

to let those in Jezreel (where the king of Israel was) know what had happened.  Then Jehu and some 
fellow officers rushed to Jezreel as quick as they could in their chariots.  They got there while the king of 
Judah was there for a visit. 

2 Kings 9:17-21  Watchmen at Jezreel saw chariots rushing in, so several messengers where sent out in 
succession to meet them.  Jehu told the messengers to get behind him, so none of them returned to their 
king.  When Jehu, the captain who should have been at the front, was recognized the two kings mounted 
their chariots and went out to meet him.  They didn’t get far from town before meeting Jehu in the place 
that Naboth had his vineyard before Ahab saw it from his window and let Jezebel take it by murder. 

2 Kings 9:22-26  Jehoram, asking about the war, said, “Is it peace?”  Jehu said that there could be no peace 
so long as evil Jezebel was still around.  Jehoram cried out and tried to flee, but it was too late.  Jehu shot 
an arrow through his heart and had his body thrown in Naboth’s field.  Jehu did this specifically recalling 
Ahab’s crime against Naboth and the Lord’s condemnation of it.   

2 Kings 9:27-29 (2 Chron. 22:7,9)  Ahaziah, king of Judah, got a head start as Jehu paused to kill Jehoram.  
But he was soon caught and killed too.  Jehu killed him because he was of Ahab, but since he was the 
son of Jehoshaphat he let him be buried properly.  His body was taken back to Jerusalem where he was 
buried with his father’s people.   The Chronicles record that this was part of Jehu’s divine commission to 
destroy the house of Ahab.   

2 Kings 9:30-37  When Jezebel heard that Jehu was coming she readied herself with make-up (whether for 
seduction or burial I’m not sure).  She was watching out the window when Jehu came.  She rebuked him 
as being like Zimri, the army commander who impetuously killed king Elah (Baasha’s son), and then was 
then quickly killed by Omri, Jezebel’s father-in-law.  Jehu was in no mood to argue or debate and told the 
eunuchs to throw her out the window.  They quickly did, probably saving their lives by doing so.  Her 
blood was splattered around the courtyard and on the horses and walked on.  Jehu and his men didn’t 
care and so went inside to eat.  After eating, Jehu remembered her and sent someone to go bury her, but 
the dogs had already eaten her.  When Jehu was told about it, he quoted the word of the Lord by the 
prophet of Elijah concerning Jezebel. (1 Kings 21:23,24) 

2 Kings 10  Jehu Kills Ahab’s House And Baal Worshippers, Powerful Allies Enlisted 
2 Kings 10:1-7  Jehu wrote letters to the rulers of Israel, calling them out along with Ahab’s seventy sons 

(that number might include grandsons) to fight for the kingdom.  The leaders would not fight Jehu for the 
house of Ahab and promised not to support any of Ahab’s descendants as rival king.  To test their loyalty, 
Jehu demanded the heads of all Ahab’s sons.  Seventy heads were basketed and delivered.   

2 Kings 10:8-11  Jehu had the seventy heads piled up so all could see that Ahab’s house was falling and it 
was not just Jehu who against them.  It was the people and even God Himself who were against the 
house of Ahab.  God’s word did not fail concerning Ahab. (1 Kings 21:21)  Later, God’s word did not fail 
against Jehu’s house either. (Hos. 1:4,5) 
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2 Kings 10:12-14 (2 Chron. 22:8)  42 princes of Judah, nephews and kinsman of recently slain Ahaziah, 
were in Israel and associated with the house of Ahab.  They were brought to Jehu and killed.   

2 Kings 10:15-17  Jehonadab was a strict teacher and tribal leader among the Kenites, a people that had 
joined with Israel back in Moses’s day.  Jehonadab strictly forbid his descendants from drinking wine, 
growing grapes or having anything to do with city life.  Later, the fidelity that his descendants paid to his 
word was used as a rebuke to Israel’s ignoring of God’s commands. (Jer. 35)  This man obviously would 
have abhorred all that Ahab and Jezebel stood for, so Jehu enlisted him in his cause based on a common 
zeal for the Lord.  Then Jehu slew Ahab’s remaining relatives.   

2 Kings 10:18-28  Jehu plotted to end Baal worship by calling for a great Baal celebration.  He called for all 
those who loved Baal to come and those who were for the Lord to go away.  He gave the Baal 
worshippers special clothes and in the midst of their worship ordered them all slain – every one.  Then he 
burned the temple and pulled down all Baal monuments and idols.   

2 Kings 10:29-36  Jehu did much good, but he did not depart from the Israel’s national sin – the golden 
calves in Dan and Bethel.  Like Ahab’s son whom he replaced, he was not a pagan but was an idolater.  
But because of all the good that he did his family would have the throne for four generations.  But Israel 
was chastised the entire twenty-eight years of his reign and lost large chunks of territory, especially in the 
east to Hazael, king of Syria.  Hazael oppressed the land just as Elisha had foreseen. (2 Kings 8:12) 

Questions 
1.)  When Jehu was anointed king, how long did he wait before taking action to take the throne?   
 
  
2.)  Where did Jehu meet the king of Israel?   
 
 
3.)  What did Jehu to him?  What did he do with his body?   
 
 
4.)  Why did Jehu kill the king and princes of Judah too?   
 
 
5.)  What did Jehu have done to Jezebel?  What did he do next?   
 
 
6.)   Where was Jezebel when they got around to burying her?   
 
 
7.)  What words did Jehu keep remembering as he killed Jehoram (Jerom) and Jezebel?  
 
 
8.)  How did the seventy sons of Ahab die? 
 
 
9.)  How did the Baal worshippers die?   
 
 
10.)  Why wasn’t Jehu fully blessed after doing so much to rid Israel and Judah of the evil of Ahab’s 
house?   
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Lesson 47: Judah: Athaliah’s Bloody Coup, Jehoash Saved,  
Elevated, Reigns Well When Guided By Jehoiada 

2 Kings 11,12 (2 Chron. 22:10-24) 
2 Kings 11  (2 Chron. 22:7- 23)  Joash Saved From Athaliah, Child Joash Made King At Seven 

2 Kings 11:1-3  (2 Chron. 22:10-12)  After Jehu killed Ahaziah, king of Judah (2 Kings 9:27-29) and the forty 
two princes of Judah (2 Kings 10:12-14) there was a power vacuum in Judah.  Most of the house of 
Jehoshaphat (commingled with the house of Ahab) was gone.  Athaliah (daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, 
wife of Jehorah, mother of slain king Ahaziah) decided to seize power for herself.  She killed all the royal 
descendants that she could.  Jehosheba (Jehoshabeath), was a sister to Ahaziah (daughter of king 
Jehoram) took one of the princes, an infant, from the group that was gathered to be killed.  Evidently they 
counted the descendants when they were rounded up and no one noticed this little one was missing when 
they were put to death.  Jehosheba was married to the chief priest, Jehoiada.  They hid the young prince 
in the temple for six years while Athaliah reigned.  Joash was the descendant of Ahaziah, but he was 
raised by a priest in the house of God.   

2 Kings 11:4-12  (2 Chron. 23:1-11)  Jehoiada the priest revealed Joash at the age of seven to other priests 
and Levites.  They gathered the people of Judah to Jerusalem to declare him king.  They made a sacred 
covenant to follow him because he was a descendant of David.  As they spread out through Jerusalem, 
Jehoiada warned them to make sure that only priests or Levites entered the temple.  This was probably 
the first time since Jehoshaphat that this restriction was followed.  Jehoiada distributed shields and 
weapons that King David had deposited in the temple to the people.  When they were ready, Joash, age 
seven, was brought out and crowned.   

2 Kings 11:13-16  (2 Chron. 23:12-15)  Athalaih did not know that she was overthrown until she heard the 
shouts of celebration.  She rushed to see what was happening and was seized.  They killed her as soon 
as she was escorted out of the temple.   

2 Kings 11:17-21  (2 Chron. 23:16-21)  Jehoiada the priest made a covenant with the people and the king 
that they would stop serving Baal and again be the people of God.  They killed the leaders of Baal 
worship and destroyed the idols.  The Levites and priests were given charge of the temple again as the 
Law directed, the young king was taken to the royal palace and the people rejoiced to be rid of Athaliah.   

2 Kings 12  (2 Chron. 24) Joash Rules Well While Jehoiada Alive, Then Turns Many Sins 
2 Kings 12:1-7  (2 Chron. 24:1-3)  Joash did wonderfully as long as Jehoiada the priest guided him.  He 

needed that help since he took the throne at age seven.  Official worship of Baal and use of the temple for 
it was stopped, but the people still worshipped idols on their own.   

2 Kings 12:4-8  (2 Chron. 24:4-7)  Joash ordered that the priests should have the temple tax and free-will 
offerings that should have been theirs all along to use to repair the temple from the damage and disrepair 
of Ahaziah and Athaliah.  But years later the priests still hadn’t gotten it done.  Joash told them that they 
had taken enough money over the years and weren’t to take anymore but pay for the repairs themselves.   

2 Kings 12:9-16 (2 Chron. 24:8-14)  Jehoiada took personal charge and responsibility over the money and 
repairs.  The money was deposited into a locked box, then counted and paid directly to the workmen.  
The structure of the building was repaired, but they could not afford to replace all the furnishings that had 
previously been made of silver and gold.     

2 Chron. 24:15-18  Faithful Jehoiada died at the very ripe age of 130.  He had been a great force for good in 
the kingdom and his influence was quickly missed.  Civil leaders led Joash away from Jehovah and His 
temple.  His turn to idols brought the wrath of God.   

2 Chron. 24:19-22  God sent prophets to bring the king and the people back to him.  One of leading prophets 
was Jehoiada’s son Zechariah.  He directly rebuked the people and king and said that God had forsaken 
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them because they forsook him.  Joash had him killed in spite of the fact that his father had saved him 
from a similar fate and made it possible for him to be king.   

2 Kings 12:17,18  (2 Chron. 24:23,24)  Within a year the Syrians, under Hazael, who had been attacking 
Israel turned their attention to Judah and Jerusalem.  They came with a small army but did a great deal of 
damage and killed many.  Joash bought them off with the valuables from the temple and his palace.  He 
did not pray to protection, he paid for protection.   

2 Kings 12:19-21  Joash was greatly weakened by these events and his servants tried to kill him.  The 
Chronicles record that his servants killed him in his bed for what he had done to Zechariah.  He was 
buried, but not in the tombs of David.  His son Amaziah took over.   

Questions 
1.)  How did Athaliah take the throne of Judah?   
 
  
 
2.)  Why didn’t male members of the house of Jehoshaphat oppose her?   
 
 
 
3.)  How was Ahaziah’s son Joash shielded from the evil influence of his father and grandmother?   
 
 
 
4.)  What covenant did Jehoiada the priest make with the people and with the new king?   
 
 
 
5.)  When did Joash do right in the sight of the Lord?   
 
 
 
6.)  What repairs to Joash have the priests make? 
 
 
 
7.)  When did Joash turn to idols? 
 
 
 
8.)  What did he do to Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada? 
 
 
 
9.)   What did Hazael and the Syrians do to him? 
 
 
 
10.)  What did his servants do to him?   
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Lesson 48: Israel: House Of Jehu Reigns, Elisha Dies 
Judah: Arrogant Amaziah  2 Kings 13,14 (2 Chron. 25) 

2 Kings 13  Jehaohaz and Jehoash Reign In Idolatrous Israel, Elisha Dies 
2 Kings 13:1-3  Jehoahaz took the throne after Jehu his father.  He committed the same sin as his father – 

keeping the same national idolatrous worship that Jeroboam set up.  Ridding Israel of the evil of the 
house of Ahab was not enough, Jehu’s house needed to be righteous in their own reigns.  He reigned 
seventeen years.  He was the second of the four kings promised the house of Jehu. (2 Kings 10:30) 

2 Kings 13:4-7  God anger was increasing and His patience decreasing with the kingdom of Israel and their 
continual idolatries.  Hazeal, the strong king of Damascus, oppressed them just as Elisha had foreseen 
and God had promised long before through Moses. (2 Kings 8:12; Deut. 8:15-25)  
Jehoahaz did what no king in either kingdom had done for his nation for some time — he sought the Lord.  
As God had heard even Ahab (1 Kings 22:28), He heard and helped.  Israel was rebellious, but they 
were still His people and not yet cut off.  The kingdom was continued, but not by much since their 
repentance was incomplete and numerous idolatries continued.  

2 Kings 13:8,9  Jehoahaz’s epitaph.  Jehoash, his son, reigned.   
2 Kings 13:10-13  Summary of Jehoash’s reign.  The most important thing in his sixteen-year reign was his 

continued idolatry, but he cared somewhat for the things of God and was blessed for it.  
2 Kings 13:14-19  Jehoash rushed to visit old Elisha as he lay dying.  He was promised victory over Hazeal 

and Aram (Syria), but it would only be a partial victory.  
2 Kings 13:20,21  Elisha died and was buried.  Sometime later, a man was being buried when marauding 

Moabites appeared.  He was hastily buried in Elisha’s tomb but was raised when his body touched 
Elisha’s.   

2 Kings 13:22-25  Hazael of Syria had oppressed Israel the entire reign of Jehaohaz.  He died (after a thirty- 
six year reign) and was succeeded by his son Ben-hadad (surely named for the prior king before Hazael 
killed him, back when he sought to ingratiate himself to his master).  As Elisha prophesied, Jehoash 
defeated him three times and took back several cities for Israel.   
How had the kingdom of Israel continued to exist and not be completely swallowed up by much stronger 
Syria?  God was gracious and compassionate to them and had not yet cut them off from His covenant 
and promises.   

2 Kings 14  (2 Chron. 25)  Amaziah’s Wickedness Rebuked, Jeroboam II’s Partial Prosperity 
2 Kings 14:1-3  (2 Chron. 25:1-2)  Amaziah became king of Judah.  He started well, as his father Joahaz had 

done, but he did not measure up to the gold standard of King David.  The Chronicles record that it was 
not “whole hearted” devotion.  In his day the people kept worshipping idols and he allowed it.   

2 Kings 14:4-6 (2 Chron. 25:3,4)  He quickly executed the servants who had killed his father, but he did not 
execute their families, as the custom of the time was, since the Law of Moses forbid it. (Deut. 24:16) 

2 Chron. 25:5-13  Amaziah wanted to attack Edom.  He mustered 300,000 from Judah (the largest army in 
either kingdom for some time) and hired 100,000 from Israel.  A prophet told him to rely on God’s strength 
and send Israel’s warriors home, which he reluctantly did.  Amaziah won a great victory against Edom, 
but the Israelites that he sent home sacked and plundered several towns in Judah on their way home.   

2 Chron. 25:14-16  Amaziah took plunder from Edom — and their idols.  He began to worship them.  A 
prophet chastised him for seeking other gods.  Amaziah said to stop rebuking the king before he got 
himself killed.  The prophet stopped, saying that he saw that it was God plan to destroy Amaziah for this.   

2 Kings 14:7-14 (2 Chron. 25:17-24)  Amaziah called Jehoash out for a meeting.  Jehoash tried to dismiss 
him with a rebuke of his arrogance, but Amaziah persisted because it was God’s way to destroy him.  
Judah was not just defeated, but humiliated.   Amaziah was captured, the wall of Jerusalem was partially 
torn down, and everything of value from the temple and the king’s treasury was take by Israel.   
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2 Kings 14:15,16  Jehoash’s epithet.  He was succeeded by his son Jeroboam (II). 
2 Kings 14:17-22 (2 Chron. 25:25-28)  Amaziah’s epithet.  He lived fifteen years after his embarrassing 

defeat.  Like his father before him, his servants turned on him when he would not follow God.  He fled to 
Lachish, a Philistine city, but he was pursued and killed there.  Azariah (Uzziah) succeeded him.   

2 Kings 14:23-29  Jeroboam II reigned for a long time, forty one years.  He, like all kings of Israel, continued 
in the sin of the first Jeroboam, the golden calves.  During his reign, Israel had continued troubles and 
also some security and wealth.  By the partial faithfulness Jehu’s house (Jehoahaz, Jehoash, and 
Jeroboam II) Israel persisted, but without all the blessings that would have come by faithfulness.  Jonah 
(the one who went to Ninevah) made prophecies about him, but they are not preserved.  Jeroboam II’s 
son, Zechariah the fourth generation of Jehu, became king after him. (2 Kings 10:30) 

About this time, a continuous line of literary prophets (those who left written records) appeared in Israel and 
Judah.  Amos and Hosea chastised the people for their oppression of the poor in a time of wealth, (Amos 
2:6-8; 4:1; 8:5,6) depravity, (Amos 2:7,12; Hos. 4:1,2; 10:13), and constant idolatries. (Hos. 4:12ff)  
They were sowing the wind and would reap the whirlwind, (Hos. 8:7) and that would come sooner than 
expected. (Amos 4:12 “Prepare to meet your God, O Israel”; 5:18-20)   

Questions 
1.)   What sin did Jehoahaz, king of Israel, commit?   
 
 
 
2.)  What sin did Jehoash, king of Israel, commit? 
 
 
 
3.)  What sin did Jeroboam II, king of Israel, commit? 
 
 
 
4.)  What prophecy did Jehoash receive from Elisha? 
 
 
 
5.)  What happened at Elisha’s tomb?  
 
 
 
6.)  How did Amaziah serve the Lord?   
 
 
 
7.)  What did he do with the gods of Edom that he captured? 
 
 
 
8.)  Why did the king of Judah suffer such a humiliating defeat the hands of the king of Israel?   
 
 
 
9.)  How did the kingdom of Israel survived, much less enjoy a bit of revival, when they kept 
worshipping the golden calves?   
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Lesson 49: Israel: Races Toward Oblivion, Assyrian Captivity 
Judah: Judah Stumbles Along  2 Kings 15-17 (2 Chron. 26-28) 

2 Kings 15 (2 Chron. 26,27)  Judah In Apostasy, Israel’s Final Spiritual Freefall 
2 Kings 15:1-7  Uzziah (Azariah) reigned in Judah for fifty-two years, beginning at age sixteen.  He was 

faithful in his early years as his father had been, but did not stop the increasing idolatry of the people. 
(Ref. Isa. 1:1-14)  After he was struck with leprosy, his son Jotham reigned in his place.  

2 Chron. 26:1-5  Chronicles tell the history of the faithfulness, sin and leprosy of Uzziah.  Like his grandfather 
Joash when guided by Jehoiada the priest, he was faithful during the time of Zechariah the prophet.   

2 Chron. 26:6-15  During his faithfulness he prospered against the Philistines, the Arabians, the Meunites, 
and the Ammonites.  He strengthened Jerusalem, had a great, well-equipped army, and controlled a 
secure and prosperous countryside.  Materially, Judah was in their best situation since Jehoshaphat.   

2 Chron. 26:16-22  Uzziah became arrogant when he grew strong and went into the temple to personally 
burn incense on the altar.  He was enraged when the priests would not allow him to do it. (Ref. Heb. 7:14)  
The Lord struck him with leprosy that lasted until his death, so his son reigned for him.   

2 Kings 15:8-12  In Israel, Zechariah, the fourth and final descendant of Jehu, (2 Kings 10:30; Hos. 1:4,5) 
was in power for only six months before Shallum killed him.   

2 Kings 15:13-15  In the civil war that followed, Shallum could not hold the throne he took by violence, so he 
reigned for just one month before Menahem killed him.   

2 Kings 15:16-22  Menahem was ruthless in his fight to gain the throne.  Then he greatly taxed the rich of 
Israel to get money to give to the king of Assyria so that the Assyrians would leave Israel and let him rule.  
He was strong enough to be able to pass the throne to his son, but like all the other kings of Israel, he 
continued in the sin of Jeroboam.  

2 Kings 15:23-26  Pekahiah, who also continued in the sins of Jeroboam, was able to hold the throne for just 
two years before a small group of officers killed him in a coup.   

2 Kings 15:27-31  Pekah was able to hold on to the throne for twenty years before he was killed.  He also 
continued in the sin of Jeroboam.  The king of Assyria came and took nearly half his kingdom when he 
attacked Jerusalem. (Ref. 2 Chron. 28:3-5)  In this weakened condition his servant Hoshea killed him.    

2 Kings 15:32-38 (2 Chron. 27)  In Judah, Jotham reigned after Uzziah.  He was faithful as his father had 
been, except that he did not become arrogant and sin after his success.  Jotham strengthened Judah 
further, received great tributes from neighboring peoples, and made repairs to the temple complex.  

2 Kings 16 (2 Chron. 28)  Ahaz’s Disastrous, Pagan Rule Of Judah 
2 Kings 16:1-4 (2 Chron. 28:1-4)  After a several good, though often seriously flawed kings, Judah was ruled 

by Ahaz, an avowed pagan who worshipped idols and Baals continually, and even sacrificed his own son.   
2 Kings 16:5,6 (2 Chron. 28:5-15)  Pekah, king of Israel, united with Rezin, king of Syria (Aram), to attack 

Judah.  They killed 120,000 took 200,000 captives.  A prophet named Obed explained that this was 
because God was angry with Judah, but that Israel should return their captive brethren lest the Lord be 
angry with them also.  Important men of Israel gave heed to the warning and returned the captives and 
much spoil and treated their defeated brethren kindly.   

2 Kings 16:7-9 (2 Chron. 28:16-21)  In spite of the kindness shown his people in the Lord’s name, Ahaz did 
not turn to the Lord for help in his kingdom’s distress, but asked Tilgath-pilneser, king of Assyria, to come 
help him.  Before he came, the Edomites and the Philistines also attacked Judah.  When the Assyrians 
came they did not help him, but joined in the oppression of Judah (as well as harming Israel 2 Kings 
15:29).  It was at this time of terror that the Lord assured Judah of continuance and future good days with 
a prophecy of “a virgin shall be with child.” Isa. 7:1-19) 

2 Kings 16:10-20 (2 Chron. 28:22-26)  Ahaz went to Damascus to meet with Tilgath-pilneser.  It must have 
gone well because he credited the gods of Damascus with helping him.  He became enamored with the 
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idols there.  He had a copy of their pagan altar built in Jerusalem and began to worship at it.  He had the 
altar of God moved out of the way so that his altar could sit in front of temple (which he ordered closed) 
and the priests were told to do all their sacrificing on the new altar, which they did.  He also filled 
Jerusalem with idols and set up false places of worship in every city in Judah.  Finally, he tore down part 
of the temple complex.  His work was the “downfall of him and all Israel.” (2 Chron. 28:23) 

2 Kings 17  The End Of Kingdom Of Israel, Start Of The Samaritan People 
2 Kings 17:1-6  Hoshea had killed the get the throne (2 Kings 15:30) of a nation that had little time left.  

(Micah 1:3-9)  Hoshea was a wicked king, but not as bad as the last several.  Israel was weakened to the 
point that it had become a vassal to Shalmaneser, king of Assyria.  Hoshea was not faithful to 
Shalmaneser and was invaded for conspiring with the Egyptians. Shalmaneser captured Hoshea and 
then all Israel.  He  deported the population to the eastern parts of Assyrian Empire.    

2 Kings 17:7-23  This great tragedy — the removal of ten of the twelve tribes from the promised land — is 
explained by their continual sin, especially idolatry and the sin of Jeroboam is yet again mentioned.  They 
ignored the prophets, waxing worse and worse and until “the LORD was very angry with Israel, and 
removed them from His sight; none was left except the tribe of Judah.”  Judah was also following in the 
same sins.  “…for all the adulteries of faithless Israel, I had sent her away and given her a writ of 
divorce, yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but she went and was a harlot also.” (Jer. 3:8)  

2 Kings 17:24-41  Pagans from all over the Assyrian Empire were brought in to resettle the land of the former 
kingdom of Israel.  God oppressed them for their wicked ways, so they pled to the king to have someone 
give them instruction on how to appease the local god.  A priest was sent to them, but they mixed their 
own paganism with the instruction about Jehovah that they received.  God made a covenant with them to 
serve Him alone (although not keep the whole Law of Moses), but they did not keep this limited covenant.   

Questions 
1.)  When was Uzziah faithful?  When did he become unfaithful?   
 
2.)  Why was Uzziah struck with leprosy?   
 
3.)  Why did Israel have so many kings in such a short period of time?   
 
4.)  What were the sins of Ahaz, king of Judah? 
 
5.)  How many nations attacked him?   
 
6.)  Whose help did he seek?  Whose help did he not seek?   
 
7.) What did Ahaz do to the temple of God? 
 
8.)  Why did the kingdom of Israel end in the time of Hoshea if he was a better king than many of 
those before him?   
 
9.)  How did the ten tribes of Israel become “lost”?   
 
10.)  Why did the kingdom of Israel end?  Did Judah survive because they were better? 
 
11.)  Why did the Samaritans have a religion that was a mixture of paganism and a knowledge of God? 
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Lesson 50: Judah: Good King Hezekiah 2 Kings 18-20 (2 Chron. 29-32) 
2 Kings 18 (2 Chron. 29-32:19)  Hezekiah’s Reformation And Passover, Sennacherib Comes 

2 Kings 18:1-8 (2 Chron. 29:1,2)  Hezekiah, at age twenty five, began a successful twenty-nine year reign.  
He destroyed many idols, and even the bronze serpent from Moses’ time.  His dedication to God was 
second only to David’s, if that.  He led Judah to peace and freedom from Assyrian domination.   

2 Chron. 29:3-19  Hezekiah reopened the temple in his very first month.  He called the priests and the Levites 
together, lectured them on the importance of worshipping Jehovah, and had them make a covenant with 
the Lord to act again as his priests and servants.  They cleaned out and consecrated the temple and 
prepared it for worship to the Lord.   

2 Chron. 29:20-36  Hezekiah then restarted worship according to the Law of Moses.  Animal sacrifices and 
offerings, Levites singing and playing the psalms of David, and the people assembling for worship all 
began anew.  Thousands of animals were sacrificed, but there weren’t enough priests to do it all.   

2 Chron. 30:1-12  Also in his first year Hezekiah told Judah and the people in the border areas in Israel to 
take the Passover.  It was delayed one month since not enough priests were consecrated and the people 
weren’t ready to come to Jerusalem.  Many in the north scorned Hezekiah, but some from Israel came.   

2 Chron. 30:13-27  As the people assembled for the Passover, their zeal for God led them to remove many 
idols and places of false worship from Jerusalem.  But they were so unaccustomed to the procedures of 
the Law that many did not make proper preparations.  Hezekiah let them participate in the feast anyway, 
asking the Lord to forgive them due to their heart toward God.  The Lord was pleased and blessed their 
efforts.  This was the largest celebration of the Passover since Solomon.  They even extended the feast 
an additional seven days.   

2 Chron. 31:1  After the Passover, the people went throughout Judah destroying places of false worship.  
2 Chron. 31:2-21  Hezekiah restored the regular service and provision of the restored priesthood.   

2 Chron. 31:20,21  “And thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah; and he did what was good, right, and 
true before the LORD his God. 
21  And every work which he began in the service of the house of God in law and in commandment, 
seeking his God, he did with all his heart and prospered.” 

2 Kings 18:9-12  Retelling of the fall Israel, placed in the context of Hezekiah reign.   
2 Kings 18:13-16  In Hezekiah’s fourteenth year, Sennacherib of Assyria prepared to attack Judah.  Hezekiah 

tried to buy him off with all the all the gold in his treasury and in the temple – even stripping the plated 
gold from the temple.  Sennacherib was paid to go away, but did not.   

2 Chron. 32:1-8  Hezekiah prepared as Assyria continued to threaten.  The people blocked wells, rebuilt 
defenses and armed themselves as Hezekiah now preached faith and reliance on God. 

2 Kings 18:17-37 (2 Chron. 32:9-19)  Sennacherib’s envoys told the people that they were fools to listen to 
such talk and Hezekiah would get them all killed.  They blasphemed and said that they had defeated 
others and their gods and would also do so to Judah.  If they tried to fight, they would be sieged and 
starved, or they could surrender and be given plenty by merciful Sennacherib.   

2 Kings 19 (2 Chron. 32:19-23)  Sennacherib Threatens More, Defeated After Isaiah’s Prophecy 
2 Kings 19:1-7  In distress, Hezekiah went to the temple and summoned Isaiah.  Isaiah sent word saying not 

to be afraid since the Assyrians would be punished for their blasphemy, and to pray.  After Hezekiah 
prayed, Isaiah sent back word that Sennacherib would be defeated.   

2 Kings 19:8-19  Sennacherib’s messenger returned to his king, then came back with yet more threats.  
Hezekiah prayed to God to save him from these arrogant pagan Assyrians.     

2 Kings 19:20-34  Isaiah came to Hezekiah saying that God had answered his prayer.  He prophesied that 
the Assyrians had succeeded thus far because they were God’s instrument to punish many people, but 
would now themselves be destroyed for arrogance without ever directly moving against Jerusalem.   
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2 Kings 19:35-37  The same night at the prophecy, an angel killed 185,000 of Sennacherib’s warriors.  He 
returned home and was later slain as he worshipped in his pagan temple.   

2 Chron. 32:20-23  Summarizes this episode by saying that Hezekiah and Isaiah prayed and God delivered 
them.  Many gifts were given to Hezekiah and to God at the temple because of this.   

2 Kings 20 (2 Chron. 32:24-33)  Hezekiah’s Illness And Recovery, Fateful Babylonian Visit 
2 Kings 20:1-7 (2 Chron. 32:24-27)  Hezekiah became sick and was told by Isaiah to get ready to die.  

Hezekiah immediately prayed and Isaiah was sent to tell him that he would live for fifteen more years.  
The Chronicles record that Hezekiah had become proud and unthankful, so this illness was to humble him 
and the people.  [Since Assyria threatened in the 14th year of his 29 year reign, and here he was given 15 
more years, this must have happened the same year as Sennecherib came.  Truly a very testing year.] 

2 Kings 20:7-11  Hezekiah asked what sign would show that he would recover.  He was told a shadow would 
move in either direction he wished.  He asked for a shadow to move backwards and it did. I don’t know if 
miracle was done by moving the sun, the earth or just the shadow; but it was a confirming miracle.   

2 Kings 20:12-21  The Babylonians, an up and coming kingdom, sent congratulations to Hezekiah on his 
recovery.  This led to a friendly visit, and Hezekiah showed them all his treasures.  Hezekiah was told that 
the Babylonians would one day carry everything to Babylon, even his descendants.  Hezekiah said that it 
was good, since none of it would happen in his day.   

2 Chron. 32:28-33  Hezekiah’s final years were ones of peace, security, improvements and wealth.  But God 
was allowing him to prosper to test his heart.   

Questions 
1.)  How zealous for God was Hezekiah as he began his reign?   
 
2.)  What did Hezekiah tell the priests and Levites to do in the very first month of his reign?   
 
3.)  What did Hezekiah do that hadn’t been done in that way since that days of David and Solomon?   
 
4.)  Why did they delay in taking the Passover?   
 
5.)  Why did Hezekiah do right?  And why was he prospered by God?   
 
6.)  Why was Sennacherib allowed to threaten Judah if they had such a faithful king and were making 
such efforts to follow the law?   
 
7.)  What did Hezekiah do first when Sennacherib threatened?   
 
8.)  Who did Hezekiah turn to after paying Sennacherib failed to keep him away?   
 
9.)  Why was Assyria successful against so many other kingdoms?  Why not against Judah?   
 
10.)  What sign was given to Hezekiah to show Isaiah’s promise of his recovery would come true?   
 
11.)  What mistake did Hezekiah make with the Babylonians?   
 
12.)  Why was Hezekiah allowed to continue and even prosper as he became proud and committed 
several errors?   
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Lesson 51: Manasseh, Amon & Josiah  2 Kings 21-23:30 (2 Chron. 33-35) 
2 Kings 21 (2 Chron. 33)  Wicked Manasseh And Worse Amon 

2 Kings 21:1-9 (2 Chron. 33:1-9)  Manasseh’s fifty five year reign was the longest in Judah, but it was used 
to very bad affect.  He seemed to do all he could to undo the good work of his father Hezekiah.  He 
worshiped Baals, the Asherah, the sun, moon and stars, and built many idols and altars dedicated to 
these false gods, and erected them in God’s temple.  He personally practiced witchcraft and sorcery, 
even offering his own sons as human sacrifices.  The Kings and Chronicles both quote summaries of 
Solomon’s temple dedication prayer to show that this was a known affront to God.  The Chronicles 
compare him to Ahab (vs. 2) and both accounts twice state (vss. 2,9) that this behavior was worse than 
the Canaanites that God drove out to give Israel the land.  (Ref. Lev. 18:25-28) 

2 Kings 29:10-18 (2 Chron. 33:10)  God sent prophets to call the people back to His way, warning that just 
as Ahab was destroyed, Jerusalem would be wiped clean.  But neither the king nor the people gave heed.  
Manasseh filled Jerusalem “with much innocent blood” – most certainly the blood of the prophets who 
gave God’s warning.  There is an unusual seventy-year gap in literary prophets that corresponds to 
Manasseh’s reign.  Micah and Isaiah ended their life’s work as his reign began (tradition says he killed 
Isaiah, generally thought to be referenced in Heb. 11:37) and Jeremiah, Zephaniah, Nahum and 
Habakkuk begin their work soon after his time.  But no literary prophet worked during Manasseh’s reign.   

2 Chron. 33:11-13  Amazingly, after all this Manasseh repented when God caused the Assyrians to capture 
him and imprison him in Babylon.  In his chains he prayed to God and was restored to his throne.  His sin, 
captivity, repentance and restoration all foreshadow what would happen to the entire nation.   

2 Chron. 33:14-20  In genuine repentance he tried to set things right in Jerusalem after his return.  He 
restored God’s altar in the temple and removed many idols from Jerusalem.  But the people did not 
change their hearts as their king did.  The Kings doesn’t mention his repentance because it had no effect 
on the history of the nation – even if it he did save own soul.  He is only remembered for his evil and 
corrupting influence.  (Ref. 2 Kings 23:25-27; 24:1-4) 

2 Kings 21:21-25 (2 Chron. 33:19-26)  Amon, trained in evil by his father before his repentance, restored the 
paganism and idolatry that his belatedly repentant father tried to get rid of.  “Finally” – but actually after 
just two years – his servants killed him.   

2 Kings 22 (2 Chron. 34:1-28) Josiah Repairs Temple And Finds The Law 
2 Kings 22:1,2 (2 Chron. 34:1,2)  Josiah began to reign at eight years of age and reigned thirty one years.  

He surpassed all other kings in his devotion to serve the Lord as David had.   
2 Chron. 34:3-7  At age sixteen he began to seek God and to battle the pervasive idolatry in Judah and 

neighboring Samaria.  He smashed idols and defiled idolatrous worship sites with human remains.   
2 Kings 22:3-7 (2 Chron. 34:8-13)  At age twenty six Josiah ordered repairs to the long neglected temple.   
2 Kings 22:8-13 (2 Chron. 34:14-21)  While repairing the temple, “a book of the law” was found and taken 

to Josiah.  A copy was to be kept by the ark (Deut. 31:26) and the king was to keep his own copy. (Deut. 
17:18-20)  Manasseh surely did away with the king’s copy, and must have destroyed many others in 
Jerusalem.  Josiah was afraid when he read it because they had not at all been following it.  Josiah told 
the priest to inquire of God about it.   

2 Kings 22:14-20 (2 Chron. 34:22-28)  The priests and prophets were told that God would destroy Jerusalem 
just as the curses of the Law promised, but because of the tender heart of Josiah, destruction would be 
delay until after his death.  As ten righteous would have spared Sodom, one righteous king spared 
Jerusalem for a generation, but could not change its end – not even Moses and Elijah could have. (Ezek. 
14:20) 
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2 Kings 23:1-30 (2 Chron. 34:29 - 35) Josiah Restores The Practice Of The Law 

2 Kings 23:1-3 (2 Chron. 34:29-33)  Josiah gathered the leaders and people to read the Law to them and to 
have them renew their covenant to be God’s people and to follow the Law.   

2 Kings 23:4-14  With renewed vigor Josiah and the people cleansed the temple of all that things that were 
used for idol worship.  They drove out the idolatrous and pagan priests and the abominable people that 
went with that type of religion.  There were generations of accumulated things dedicated to idols and false 
gods to rid the kingdom of.  Josiah destroyed and defiled all the places of false worship he could. 

2 Kings 23:15-20  Josiah also crossed the old border between Israel and Judah to Bethel and completely 
destroyed the place where Jeroboam set up the idolatry to helped lead to the ruin of Israel.  They dug up 
the bodies of the priests who spent their lives worshipping there and burned their bones on the sacrificial 
site.  They found the grave of the prophet who had spoken out against the place, but then died when he 
disobeyed God.  Josiah did not disturb his grave.  He went into Samaria to kill pagan priests and destroy 
and defile their worship sites.  This invasion was not to conquer or plunder but to stop idolatry.   

2 Kings 23:21-23 (2 Chron. 35:1-19)  Like Hezekiah, Josiah had the people keep the Passover.  He had the 
Levites put the ark in the temple.  This makes us wonder why it was not there already.  He told the priest 
to “do according to the Law of Moses.”  This Passover was the most properly done since Samuel.   

2 Kings 23:24-27  Josiah was extremely faithful, but he could not turn the Lord’s wrath from Judah alone.   
2 Kings 23:28-30 (2 Chron. 35:20-27)  Pharaoh Neco was passing by Judah to attack the Assyrians.  Josiah 

went out to battle him.  Neco warned him that he should not interfere because Neco was doing the Lord’s 
work against Assyria.  Josiah understandably did not believe him (although Neco was certainly correct) 
and was killed in battle at Megiddo.  Jeremiah led the nation’s mourning over Josiah.   

Questions 
1.)  What was the moral condition of the people when Manasseh reigned? 
 
2.)  What gods did Manasseh worship?  How did he worship them?   
 
3.)  Why did God let this evil man have his throne back?   
 
4.)  How did Manasseh’s repentance effect his son and his nation?   
 
5.)  When did Josiah begin to seek the Lord?   
 
6.)  What was found in the temple?  Did it seem as though Josiah had ever seen one before?   
 
7.)  What was God’s message to Josiah when he inquired about the Judah’s unfaithfulness?   
 
8.)  Why did Josiah invade Samaria? 
 
9.)  What did he do to the idols and places of pagan worship in Judah and Samaria?   
 
10.)  How did the people observe the Passover?   
 
11.)  Why was this great king’s life cut short?   
 
12.)  Who led the people in lamentations for Josiah? 
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Lesson 52: The End Of Judah  2 Kings 23:31 - 25 (2 Chron. 36) 
2 Kings 23:31-37 (2 Chron. 36:1-5) Jehoahaz, Then Quickly Jehoiakim 

2 Kings 23:31-33 (2 Chron. 36:1-3)  Jehoahaz (Joahaz) was made king when Josiah died.  This evil man 
was quickly deposed by Pharoah Neco, who made Judah a vassal state and imposed a heavy tax.   

2 Kings 23:34-37 (2 Chron. 36:4,5)  Neco took Jehoahaz’s brother, Eliakim, changed his name to Jehoiakim 
and made him king.  For the first eight years of his eleven year reign he faithfully paid his levies to Neco, 
but was not faithful to God.  He committed many abominations detailed in Jeremiah.  His attitude toward 
God is seen in his reaction Jeremiah’s warnings:  

Jer. 36:23  “And it came about, when Jehudi had read three or four columns, the king cut it with a 
scribe’s knife and threw it into the fire that was in the brazier, until all the scroll was consumed…” 

2 Kings 24 (2 Chron. 36:6-13) Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin And First Two Waves Of Captives Sent 
2 Kings 24:1-7 (2 Chron. 36:6-8)  Soon after Jehoiakim began to reign, Babylon became the dominant world 

empire as it conquered Assyria and eclipsed Egypt in its power.  Thus Jehoiakim had Nebachadnezzer as 
master instead of Neco.  Jehoiakim’s rebellion against this new power was used by God to destroy Judah.  
The destruction of Judah had been sure since the sins of Manasseah, (2 Kings 21:11-15) but had been 
delayed by the faithfulness of Josiah. (22:18-20)  Now its time had come.   Nebuchadnezzar and his 
subject armies attacked in 606 B.C.  Jehoiakim was captured and the temple looted.   The Babylonians 
also took the choicest and most skilled people into captivity. (Dan. 1:1-7)  Chronicles says that he was to 
be carried off to Babylon, but he must have been spared, for he reigned for 11 years.   
At the end of his reign (597 B.C.), Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah a second time.  He was either killed or 
assassinated early in the invasion.  Jeremiah had prophesied that his body would not be properly buried. 
(Jer. 36:30; 22:10-19) 

2 Kings 24:8-17 (2 Chron. 36:9,10)  Jehoiakim’s eighteen year old son Jehoiaichin took the throne for just 
three months while the Babylonians continued their attack.  (Chronicles says he was eight, but this is 
obviously a copying error, since he had wives, vs. 15)  He was as wicked as his father, so Jeremiah 
prophesied that none of his descendants would sit on the throne of David. (Jer. 22:24-30)  The 
Babylonians again laid siege to Jerusalem, and it fell quickly to Nebuchadnezzar’s. (596 B.C.)  Jehoiakim 
and the royal household went into captivity and all the treasures of the kingdom and the treasures of the 
temple were taken. (Ref. Dan. 5)   

2 Kings 24:18-20 (2 Chron. 36:9-13)  Josiah’s son Zedekiah was made king of Judah.  He was a weak and 
wicked man.  He kept Jeremiah in custody after Jeremiah counseled him to not rebel against 
Nebuchadnezzar by plotting with the Egyptians. (Jer. 37)   

2 Kings 25 (2 Chron. 36:12-23) Zedekiah’s Rebellions Leads To Total Destruction 
2 Kings 25:1-7 (2 Chron. 36:12)  Zedekiah plotted with the Egyptians against Nebuchadnezzar but they did 

not come to help.  Nebuchadnezzar again laid siege to Jerusalem and starved it.  After nine months the 
walls were breached.  Zedekiah and some of the army broke out, but were captured near Jericho.  Thus 
Zedekiah was caught in the “net of the Lord.” (Ezek. 12:12,13)  He was blinded and imprisoned.   

2 Chron. 36:13-17  Rebellion against God, not simply Nebuchadnezzar, caused this complete destruction.   
2 Kings 25:8-12 (2 Chron. 36:18)  Nebuchadnezzar made sure that Jerusalem’s destruction was complete. 

(587 B.C.)  The city was burned, the wall broken and the people of Judah were taken in this third wave of 
captivity, except for a few left to tend fields and those who had fled the country.   

2 Kings 25:13-17 (2 Chron. 36:19)  Details the complete destruction and looting of the temple.   
2 Kings 25:18-21  The chief priests, temple officers, king’s council, and army leaders were executed. 
2 Kings 25:22-26  The few remaining Jews were placed under the governorship of Gedaliah.  Jeremiah 

counseled them to live in peace under that arrangement. (Jer. 40)  Exiles who had fled to neighboring 
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countries returned home.  But after seven months some worthless men assassinated Gedaliah. (Jer. 41)  
Jeremiah records that against his counsel the people fled to Egypt fearing the reprisals of the Babylonians 
and forced Jeremiah to go along.  This group would not return to the land.  (Jer. 42-44) 

2 Kings 25:27-30  After 37 years, Jehoiachin was released from prison and treated kindly by a subsequent 
king of Babylon.   

2 Chron. 36:20-23  The exiled people of Judah were kept in captivity for seventy years, just as Jeremiah 
prophesied. (Jer. 25,11,12; 29:10)  For seventy years the land was at rest.  (Ref. Lev. 26:34,35)  

2 Chron. 36:22,23  After seventy years God caused Cyrus to send the people home just as Isaiah 
prophesied. (Isa. 44:28; 45:1)  These verses are the same as the beginning of Ezra, (Ezra 1:1-4) where 
the history of God’s people continues.   

Questions 
1.)  Who was made king after Pharaoh Neco killed Josiah? 
 
 
2.)  What did Neco do to this new king? 
 
 
3.)  Who reigned after Jehoahaz?  What kind of man was he? 
 
 
4.)  Who took control of Judah from Pharaoh Neco? 
 
 
5.)  What was the result of Jehoiakim’s rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar? 
 
 
6.)  What happened to Jehoiakim? 
 
 
7.)  Who was taken captive with Jehoiakim and the royal family? 
 
 
8.)  What happened to Zedekiah when he rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar? 
 
 
9.)  To what do the Chronicles ascribe the destruction of Judah? 
 
 
10.)  What happened to the great temple that Solomon built? 
 
 
11.)  Were the few survivors left in Judah humbled before God and their emperor by their utter defeat 
and destruction? 
 
 
12.)  Who prophesied the seventy years of captivity? 
 
 
13.)  Who prophesied that Cyrus would send the people home? 


