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The Purpose 
Of The Law 
Of Moses 

Its Purpose Was Limited 

Heb. 7:18,19  “For, on the one hand, there is a 

setting aside of a former commandment because 

of its weakness and uselessness (for the Law 

made nothing perfect)…” 

Ps. 19:7  “The Law of the Lord is perfect” 

Its Purpose Was Not: 

To Bring Salvation  

Rom. 3:19-23  “by the works of the Law no flesh 
will be justified in His sight; for through the Law 
comes the knowledge of sin.  But now apart 
from the Law the righteousness of God has been 
manifested” 

Gal. 3:11  “Now that no one is justified by the 
Law before God is evident” 

Its Purpose Was Not: 
To Bring Salvation  

Gal. 2:16  “nevertheless knowing that a man is 
not justified by the works of the Law but 
through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have 
believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified 
by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the 
Law; since by the works of the Law shall no flesh 
be justified.” 

Acts 13:38,39  “…through Him forgiveness of 
sins is proclaimed to you…from which you 
could not be freed through the Law of Moses.” 

Its Purpose Was Not: 
To Be For All Men 

Rom. 3:19  “Now we know that whatever the 
Law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
Law…” 

Neh. 9:12-14  “…Thou didst come down on 
Mount Sinai, And didst speak with them from 
heaven; Thou didst give to them just ordinances 
and true laws…” 

Deut. 5:1-3,15  “…the LORD did not make this 
covenant with our fathers, but with us, with all 
those of us alive here today.  And you shall 
remember that you were a slave in the land of 
Egypt…” 

Its Purpose Was Not: 

To Be For All Men 

Rom. 3:1,2  “Then what advantage has the Jew? 
…they were entrusted with the oracles of God.” 

Rom. 2:14  “For when Gentiles who do not have 
the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, 
these, not having the Law, are a law to 
themselves” 
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Its Purpose Was Not: 
To Be Permanent 

Heb. 8:8-13 quote of Jer. 31:31-34  “Behold, 
days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the 
covenant which I made with their fathers…” 

Heb. 10:1  “For the Law, since it has only a 
shadow of the good things to come and not the 
very form of things…” 

Rom. 7:6  “But now we have been released from 
the Law…” 

It Was To Prepare People For Christ 

Jn. 5:39-40  “You search the Scriptures, because you 
think that in them you have eternal life; and it is 
these that bear witness of Me…” 

Deut. 18:18,19  “I will raise up a prophet from 
among their countrymen like you, and I will put 
My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them 
all that I command him. And it shall come about 
that whoever will not listen to My words which he 
shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of 
him..” 

It Was To Prepare People For Christ 

Gal. 3:19-26  “…But before faith came, we were 

kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the 

faith which was later to be revealed.   Therefore 

the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, 

that we may be justified by faith.   But now that 

faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor…” 

Now Our Honored Past 

It Was Good In Its Time 
Rom. 7:12-14  “So then, the Law is holy, and the 

commandment is holy and righteous and good.  
Therefore did that which is good become a cause of 
death for me?  May it never be!  Rather it was sin, in 
order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my 
death through that which is good, that through the 
commandment sin might become utterly sinful.  For 
we know that the Law is spiritual; but I am of flesh,  
sold into bondage to sin.” 

Now Our Honored Past 

We Still Listen For Our Benefit 
Rom. 15:4  “For whatever was written in earlier times 

was written for our instruction, that through 

perseverance and the encouragement of the  

Scriptures we might have hope.” 

1 Cor. 10:11  “Now these things happened to them as 

an example, and they were written for our instruction, 

upon whom the ends of the ages have come.” 


