
The One Who Did Not Sin Knew What Was Important 
 
Someone has said, “Show me your checkbook and I’ll tell you something about your faith.”  
Our first reaction to that statement is probably negative.  There’s something about us that wants to respond, “No, 
if you want to know something about my faith, then come into my house. Look at the Bible on the coffee table, 
look at all the shelves of religious books, look at the plaque next to the front door that quotes Josh. 24:15, look at 
the bumper sticker on my car that says, “Smile, God loves you, and the little fishy logo that I glued on.  Those will 
all tell you about my faith.” 
 But I think a foolproof gauge of our faith has to do with our priorities.  What are the things that are really most 
important to us?  And I think the answer to that question is best found by looking at three things:  
 1.)  How we spend our time 
 2.)  How we spend our money 
 3.)  What we like to talk about.  
Using those three guidelines, it’s very easy to determine what a person considers to be most important to him. 
 The modern, popular, (and overused) phrase, putting first things first, is exactly about this.  Steven Covey, the 
man who wrote such popular books as one of this title and the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, brought this 
phrase to the popular mind.  He is a Mormon and his self-help/self improvements books are based loosely and in 
part on Christian principles.   Be we do need to get what should be first, first.   

I.  Jesus Knew Spiritual Things Must Come First 

A.  Jesus Knew and Practiced It 
Luke 2:48,49  “And when they saw Him, they were astonished; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You 
treated us this way? Behold, Your father and I have been anxiously looking for You.” 
49  And He said to them, “Why is it that you were looking for Me?  Did you not know that I had to be in My 
Father’s house?” 
From early on He knew that is what must be done.   
As king of the world where should Jesus have lived?   

Matt. 8:20  “And Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 
Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 

In what style and comfort and grandeur and pleasure?   
Do we think that we deserve more, better, at least what we have?   

Phil. 2:3-8  “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard 
one another as more important than himself; 
4  do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 
5  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 
6  who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
7  but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 
8  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.” 

Why did He live this way? Die this way?  It was truly important to do so for others.   
A life toward God and others that is what is needed.   

B.  Jesus Called His Disciples To Do The Same 

1.)  Apostles 
Matt. 4:18-22  “And walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 
19  And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
20  And they immediately left the nets, and followed Him. 
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21  And going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in 
the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them. 
22  And they immediately left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 
Luke 5:27,28  “And after that He went out, and noticed a tax-gatherer named Levi, sitting in the tax office, 
and He said to him, “Follow Me.” 
28  And he left everything behind, and rose and began to follow Him.” 
Jesus’ spiritual work was His important business and it was more important that all other business.   
How then will a man support Himself?  Jesus told us to trust in Him and it would all be taken care of.   

2.)  All Disciples 
Matt. 6:25-33  “For this reason I say to you, do not be anxious for your life, as to what you shall eat, or what 
you shall drink; nor for your body, as to what you shall put on.  Is not life more than food, and the body than 
clothing? 
26  Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not worth much more than they? 
27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single cubit to his life’s span? 
28  And why are you anxious about clothing?  Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do 
they spin, 
29  yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory did not clothe himself like one of these. 
30  But if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, 
will He not much more do so for you, O men of little faith? 
31  Do not be anxious then, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘With what shall we 
clothe ourselves?’ 
32  For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. 
33  “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.” 
We know that we’re supposed to keep our priorities straight, but it’s so easy for us to get them out of 
order.  Even among God’s people — those who should be salt of and light to the world — can 
sometimes confuse our priorities and put second things first. 
Jesus puts before us a series of alternatives, each of which requires us to make a choice.  
There are two treasures: one earthly and one heavenly; one is secure and one is insecure.   
He wants us to have the secure one. 
There are two spiritual/moral conditions: one light and one darkness; one is blind and clear-sighted. 
He wants us to be light.  
Two masters, God and money:  one personal and one impersonal; one the creator and one the 

created; one is eternal and the other temporal.  God wants the best and the permanent for us. 
Two preoccupations: ourselves and God’s kingdom. One is selfish and one is godly; one tries to be 

self-sufficient and fails and one depends on God and succeeds.  God wants us to succeed. 
Jesus will not allow us to sit on the fence.  He gives us the freedom to choose either side, but He 
wants us to choose Him and make Him first because that is where we will find meaning and 
wholeness and blessing. 

II.  An Old Testament Example 
The struggle with the subject of priorities is nothing new. It’s always been a struggle for God’s people, and 
there’s always been the need for someone to remind us every now and then of where our priorities should lie.  
The Jews who returned from Babylonian captivity had begun to rebuild the temple, but stopped.  There was 
plenty of other work to do – they were trying to start a whole nation from scratch. As the years passed, slowly 
but surely Jerusalem came to life again. Homes were built, stores were opened, fields were planted, crops 
were harvested, and life began to resemble something of a normal pattern. 
There was only one problem. The temple foundation still lay in ruins. Every time the Jews passed it, it stood 
as a reminder of their failure to take care of God’s house. 
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Sixteen years later the prophet Haggai came. His single message was this: build the temple. The temple must 
be completed!  
Haggai is just as relevant today because while being about rebuilding of the temple, its basic concern has to 
do with priorities – where in our lives we place the importance of doing God’s work. And that will always be 
relevant. 

A.  Self-Interests Replaced God’s Interests 
Hag. 1:2  “Thus speaks the Lord of hosts, saying: ‘This people says, “The time has not come, the time that the 
Lord’s house should be built.”’“  
This is 16 years after the Jews returned to Jerusalem, and the temple had still not been completed. 
It’s easy for us to understand their attitude because we still see it today.  People are very fond of 
declaring that things ought to be done, but the time’s just not right yet. 
Like today -  “I know I need to become a Christian, but not just yet – the time isn’t right.” 
 “I know I need to get more serious about studying the Bible, but not just yet – the time isn’t right.”  
 “I know I need to be more involved in the work of the church, but not just yet – the time isn’t right.  
Maybe after we get settled in our new home,  
 maybe after the kids get a little older,  
 maybe when the children leave home,  
 maybe after I retire.   
 I want to be active, I want to be involved, really, I do.    
  But right now just doesn’t seem like a very good time.” 
In a similar way, the Jews were saying, “You know, we really need to get that temple rebuilt, but let’s not 
think about it just right now.”  After all, there were a lot of reasons to wait. There weren’t very many Jews 
to do the building, they didn’t have a lot of money, their enemies were hassling them.  So they said, “The 
time’s not right.” 
The Lord rebuked this attitude.  

Hag. 1:3,4  “Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet saying, 
4  Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses while this house lies desolate” 

God says, “You people say it’s not time to rebuild the temple. Isn’t it funny how you’ve all found enough 
time to build your own houses?”  The house of God stood in their midst in ruins while they had put a lot of 
time and effort into building their own houses. 
 
Haggai mentions the paneling to show that their houses were more than just shelters from the elements.  
Typical houses in Judah were made of rocks taken from the countryside, or they were made of clay 
bricks, baked in the sun.  Wood for paneling had to be brought down from the hill country in the north or 
from Lebanon where the famous cedars grew.   
It has even been suggested that these wood panels had originally been collected for the building of the 
temple, but they now they were using them for their own homes.  Paneled houses at least indicated they 
were living in comfort and elegance, while the temple lay in ruins.  
Haggai had to preach about priorities because people were more concerned with the beautification of 
their own houses than they were with the building of the house of God.  
Does have application for us in an society where “Home Depot” is the second largest retailer in the 
nation?  Where TV networks (HGTV) are dedicated to admiring grand homes and fixing up our own?   
So we still see the same thing today.  Maybe you ask someone to do something in the work of the church 
and the answer is, “I’d love to, but I just don’t have the time.”   
Understand, they’ve got time for other things.   
 They’ve got time to go out to the movies, or to go fishing or golfing.   
 They’ve got time to volunteer to help out at the school.   
 They’ve got time to take their kids to scouts and ball practice and music lessons.   
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But when it comes to the church, they don’t have the time.  
Let’s be blunt:  You tell me where a person spends his time, and I’ll tell you where his priorities lie.  You 
tell me what he does throughout the week, and I’ll tell you the things that are most important to him. 
Now realize God is not against our providing for our household.  We’re to be diligent in our daily work and 
business.  But the Israelites were using that as an excuse, and they had stopped doing God’s work 
completely.  All they were concerned about was taking care of themselves.  
And here was the result: 

B.  The Failure And Rebuke Of Putting Self-Interest First 
Hag. 1:5,6  “Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts, “Consider your ways! 
6  You have sown much, but harvest little; you eat, but there is not enough to be satisfied; you drink, but there is 
not enough to become drunk; you put on clothing, but no one is warm enough; and he who earns, earns wages to 
put into a purse with holes.” 
The Jews had been back in the land for about 16 years.  During that time, all their energies had been 
consumed with the task of rebuilding their homes, reestablishing their businesses, restoring their 
farmlands, orchards and vineyards.  Yet, despite all their efforts, they hadn’t really prospered.  As hard as 
they worked, they couldn’t seem to get ahead.  It was like getting their pay at the end of the week and 
putting it into a bag with a hole in it because they turn around the next day and there’s nothing in it.  You 
probably know what that feels like. 

Maybe you’ve seen the plaque that says, “The hurrieder I go, the behinder I get.”  That’s so often 
characteristic of our lives.  We hurry and we bustle and we work, and yet nothing of value results.  
That’s what was happening to Judah. 

God tells the Jews there was a reason for their inability to prosper.  The reason was that their priorities 
were wrong.  They were so wrapped up in their own selfish concerns that they had neglected the will of 
God.  And because the people had pushed God out of the center of their lives, they were now suffering in 
every other area of their lives.  It was time for the people to get busy and put first things first again. 

Hag. 1:7-11  “Thus says the LORD of hosts, “Consider your ways! 
8  Go up to the mountains, bring wood and rebuild the temple, that I may be pleased with it and be glorified,” 
says the LORD. 
9  You look for much, but behold, it comes to little; when you bring it home, I blow it away. Why?” declares 
the LORD of hosts, “Because of My house which lies desolate, while each of you runs to his own house. 
10  Therefore, because of you the sky has withheld its dew, and the earth has withheld its produce. 
11  And I called for a drought on the land, on the mountains, on the grain, on the new wine, on the oil, on 
what the ground produces, on men, on cattle, and on all the labor of your hands.” 

Because their priorities were out of place, God says that he had longer blessed their efforts.  And only 
when the people were willing to put the Lord first by completing the task he had set before them would his 
hand of blessing once again be upon them.  Haggai is saying here, put God first if you expect for God to 
bless you.  So let us follow the priorities that Jesus set for us.   

Concl:    
Col. 3:2  “Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.” 
What are your priorities in life?  Where do spiritual matters fall on your list of priorities?  Are you seeking first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness?” 
You can answer those questions by taking an honest look at three things:  
 1.)  How do you spend your time?  
 2.)  How do you spend your money?  
 3.)  What do you like to talk about?  
Because those three things will give you a pretty good idea of where your priorities lie. 
Jesus said: 
 Matt. 16:26  “What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and yet lose his own soul?”   
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People are often so busy trying to gain the whole world that they were in effect losing their own souls.  They 
make every excuse in the book for not doing God’s work.  The excuses didn’t always involve doing sinful, 
immoral things – just to many other things that pushed God out of the center of their lives. 
 
God has called us and Jesus has showed us how to have a properly ordered life.  That’s why God put us 
here.  Are God’s priorities our priorities?  Do our lives reflect His lives?   
Or are we to busy in other things?   
Someone has well said, “It’s easy to make excuses when you don’t want to obey God.” 
This morning, may your excuses be set aside as you decide, as you make the commitment that God comes 
first. 
 


