
There Is A Pattern 
 
It is the history of God’s people to drift from the way God that directed.  The prophets constantly called  

Jer. 6:16  “Thus says the Lord, “Stand by the ways and see and ask for the ancient paths, Where the good way is, and 
walk in it; And you shall find rest for your souls. But they said, “We will not walk in it.’” 

The same is true today in the church. 

I.  There is a Pattern For What We Do 

A.  The Pattern Exits 
2 Tim. 1:13  “Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are 
in Christ Jesus.”  (NASB) 
“Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.”  
(KJV)w 
hupotupOsi  (Strg. 5296) Standard (NASB) Pattern (ASV) Form (KJV) 
 Thayers - the pattern placed before one to be held fast and copied, a model; and example, pattern  
 Arndt and Gingrich -  model, example, ...in the sense of standard pg. 848 
 Vines - used metaphorically to denote a pattern, example  pg. 124 
This pattern and standard is to be held “fast to” (KJV) or “retained” (NASB) 
Moses had to keep to the pattern when building the tabernacle 

Heb. 8:5  “ho serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses was warned by God when he 
was about to erect the tabernacle; for, “SEE,” He says, “THAT YOU MAKE all things ACCORDING TO 
THE PATTERN WHICH WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE MOUNTAIN.”” 

This is based on Ex. 25. 
Ex. 25:40  “And see that you make them after the pattern for them, which was shown to you on the mountain” 

Speak as God’s word speaks 
1 Pet. 4:11  “Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so 
as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 
whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

what ever you do in word or deed, do all in His name  “His name” = His authority   
Col. 3:17  “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through 
Him to God the Father.” 

Name of the Law = Authority of the Law;  Name of the President = Authority of the Pres. 

B.  The Pattern Is Vitally Important 
If we love him we are to keep his commandments and follow His example 

1 Jn. 2:3-6  “And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 
4  The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him; 
5  but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are 
in Him: 
6  the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.” 

Teach the truth and the result is salvation   
1 Tim. 4:13-16  “Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching. 
14  Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed upon you through prophetic utterance 
with the laying on of hands by the presbytery. 
15  Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress may be evident to all. 
16  Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things; for as you do this you will 
insure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.” 

You cannot build your own church according to your own desires if you want to be pleasing to God.   
Can you build a better church than Jesus and the apostles did? 



There Is A Pattern Page 2 of 2 
 

II.  Christ And The Apostles Establish The Pattern 
Eph. 2:20  “having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner 
stone” 

A.  Christ Is The Source of Authority 

God gave authority to Christ  
Jn. 5:26,27   “For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in 
Himself; 
27  and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.” 
Matt. 28:18  “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth.” 

B.  Christ Exercised Authority Through The Apostles  

They had H.S. guide them and they could exercise authority 
Jn. 20:22,23  “And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23  If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have 
been retained.”” 

Apostles told to go and teach about Christ 
Matt. 28:19,20  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
20  teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.” 

C.  He Has Given Us All We Need    
2 Pet. 1:3,4  “seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through 
the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 
4  For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might 
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.” 
2 Tim. 3:16,17  “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
training in righteousness; 
17  that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” 

D.  These Instructions Are Revealed In The Word  
Ps. 119:160  “The sum of Thy word is truth” 
Deut. 29:29  “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons 
forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.” 

III.  Dire Peril Goes With Changing The Pattern 
Go beyond, don’t have Christ or the Father 

2 Jn. 9-11  “the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father 
and the Son. 
10  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house, and do not give 
him a greeting; 
11  for the one who gives him a greeting participates in his evil deeds.” 

Gen. 4  Cain did not offer by faith as he changed the worship 
Nub. 16  Korah tried to change the priesthood 
1 Sam. 13  Saul offered a sacrifice on the altar 
2 Sam. 6  Uzzah reached for the ark which was on the cart, not  being carried on poles by priests 
2 Chron. 26  Uzziah approached the alter to sacrifice 

Who would have thought that such things are that important? 
Isa. 55:8,9  “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord. 
9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than 
your thoughts.” 


