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Lines Of Attack
Denial/Ridicule Of The Supernatural  

Jonah 

Red Sea Crossing 

Creation 

The Resurrection

“…fictionalize the Bible. Atheists vigorously attack the 
Genesis account of Creation, …fictitious story that should be 
placed alongside myths such as the Babylonian creation 
account. Skeptics scoff at the biblical account of the 
worldwide Flood, calling it an altered copy of the uninspired 
Epic of Gilgamesh. Liberal theologians labor to make 
Scripture conform to secular sources, claiming that the 
Israelite religion is a mere “Yahwization” of pagan religions… 
Certain professors at Christian colleges have even cast doubt 
on the historicity of Jonah. They have referred to it as “just a 
short story” that “might even be regarded as historical 
fiction.” “[A] lot of books today” may “have a ring of historical 
accuracy,” they say, “just like the book of Jonah,” but “[d]oes 
that make it history? Well, no. No, it doesn’t” (Pemberton, 
Glenn (2002), Advanced Introduction to Old Testament, 
Oklahoma Christian University, 22:26-22:44).

Today I am going to tell you why I don't buy the resurrection 
story…of Jesus physically rising again from the grave. As a 
professional historian, I do not believe we have anywhere 
near sufficient evidence or reason to believe this, and I've 
been asked by the Yale College Humanists and Secularists to 
explain why…. 
No amount of argument can convince me to trust a 2000 year 
old second-hand report over what I see, myself, directly, here 
and now, with my own eyes. …all the evidence before my 
senses confirms my [the total finality of death] ...A 2000 year 
old second-hand tale from the backwaters of an illiterate and 
ignorant land can never overpower these facts. I see no one 
returning to life after their brain has completely died from lack 
of oxygen. I have had no conversations with spirits of the 
dead. What I see is quite the opposite of everything this tall 
tale claims. How can it command more respect than my own 
two eyes? It cannot.  

Lines Of Attack

Professor:  My own experiences OR a 2000 year old tale. 

Jn. 20:24-29   

Denial/Ridicule Of The Supernatural  

Jonah 

Red Sea Crossing 

Creation 

The Resurrection

Lines Of Attack
Authorship Questioned 

Clearly Affirmed (5 times)                                
Ex. 17:14; 24:4; 34:28                              
Numb. 33:2                                                 
Deut. 31:9



Wikipedia:  Today the majority of biblical scholars 
accept the theory that the Torah does not have a 
single author, and that its composition took place over 
centuries. From the late 19th century there was a 
general consensus around the documentary 
hypothesis, which suggests that the five books were 
created c. 450 BC by combining four originally 
independent sources, known as the Jahwist, or J (c. 
900 BC), the Elohist, or E (c. 800 BC), the 
Deuteronomist, or D, (c. 600 BC), and the Priestly 
source, or P (c. 500 BC).

Despite its unity of plan and purpose, the book is 
a complex work, not to be attributed to a single 
original author. Several sources, or literary 
traditions, that the final redactor used in his 
composition are discernable. These are the 
Yahwist (J), Elohist (E), and Priestly (P) sources 
which in turn reflect older oral traditions… 
(The New American Bible, Nashville, TN: 

Memorial Bible Publishers, 1976, p. 1.)

Lines Of Attack

Moral Prescriptions Hated 

Archaic, Biased, Patriarchal, Sexist,    
Intolerant, etc.

“Thus it is not enough for Christian clerics and 
religious organizations to rail against Robertson for 
saying hurtful, hateful things. They also need to 
admit that those things are indeed in the Bible, and 
that Robertson’s homophobia has a solid biblical 
basis. One cannot just wish this away, or accuse 
Robertson of distorting the “real” Christian 
message. But one could meditate a bit on the 
meaning of St. Paul himself, who helped create that 
message.

(By the way: we actually don’t know that much 
about Paul. Some scholars question whether he 
ever really existed. Some argue that he’s the 
invention of Marcion of Sinope, the leader of a 
Christian faction that flourished from around 120 
and circulated the earliest New Testament, 
including a version of what became the Gospel of 
Luke and nine letters attributed to Paul.”                          
(Gary Leupp, Phil Robertson, St. Paul and the Problem of Christian 

Homophobia, Jan. 6, 2014 Retrieved 4/23/15  http://www.counterpunch.org/

2014/01/06/hil-robertson-st-paul-and-the-problem-of-christian-
homophobia/) 

Lines Of Attack

Removal Is Often The Motivation

Moral Prescriptions Hated 

Archaic, Biased, Patriarchal, Sexist,    
Intolerant, etc.



“I had motives for not wanting the world to have 
meaning; consequently, assumed it had none, and 
was able without any difficulty to find reasons for 
this assumption... The philosopher who finds no 
meaning in the world is not concerned exclusively 
with a problem in pure metaphysics; he is also 
concerned to prove there is no valid reason why he 
personally should not do as he wants to do...

For myself, as no doubt for most of my 
contemporaries, the philosophy of 
meaninglessness was essentially an instrument  
of liberation. The liberation we desired was 
simultaneously liberation from a certain political 
and economic system and liberation from a 
certain system of morality. We objected to the 
morality because it interfered with our sexual 
freedom.”  (Aldous Huxley)

The Stakes:                                                 
These Stand Or Fall With The Revelation

Sola Scriptura  “By Scripture Alone”    

Various Views:  Catholics:  Scripture, Tradition and Magisterium  

Mainline:  Prima Scriptura 

Evangelical & Anabaptist:  Sola Scriptura 

Biblical View:   Jesus   Matt. 15:7-9; Isa. 29:13 

Paul   1 Thess. 2:13; 2 Tim. 3:16,17    

Jeremiah   Jer. 23:16  

The Stakes:                                                 
These Stand Or Fall With The Revelation

Sola Scriptura  “By Scripture Alone”    

Various Views:  Catholics:  Scripture, Tradition and Magisterium  

Mainline:  Prima Scriptura 

Evangelical & Anabaptist:  Sola Scriptura 

Sola Scriptura without the Scriptura

The Stakes:                                                 
These Stand Or Fall With The Revelation
Credibility Of The Savior 

Luke 16:29  “But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses 
and the Prophets; let them hear them.’” 

Matt. 19:7,8  Jesus: Moses wrote Gen. 2 

Mark 12:26  Jesus: Moses wrote Ex. 3 

Matt. 8:4  Jesus: Moses wrote Leviticus 

Jn. 5:45-47  Jesus: Moses wrote of me  (Deut. 18:18)

1896 Jesus and Jonah 
I believe it to be universal with the critics of the 
new school and their disciples, to deny the 
historical reality of the story of Jonah. Those of 
them believe in Jesus Christ, find it necessary to 
reckon with the statement from his lips, found in 
Matt. 12:38-41. The passage seems to contain a 
positive affirmation of the reality of the two events 
which render the story Jonah incredible in the 
judgement of most of these gentlemen, and they 
have felt the necessity of setting aside in some 
way its apparent force.  
— Prof. J.W. McGarvey 



The attitude of the Lord Jesus Christ towards the 
Old Testament is a source of great 
embarrassment to those who acknowledge Him 
as the Divine Teacher, and yet are not in accord 
with His views on the subject. The puzzle is 
reconcile the uniqueness of His person as the 
incarnate Son of God…and his supreme authority 
as Divine Teacher, with the admission that he was 
or could be mistaken in any of his teachings or 
that he ever gave sanction to the errors or 
mistakes of others.  
— Prof. William Henry Green, Princeton Theological Seminary. 

Few who doubt Jonah long believe in Jesus. 

The Stakes:                                                 
These Stand Or Fall With The Revelation

Harmony Of The Scriptures 

Prophets all agreed  2 Kings 17:12-14    

Jesus taught using the unity and harmony of the 
Scriptures:  “And beginning with Moses and 
with all the prophets, He explained to them 
the things concerning Himself in all the 
Scriptures.”  Luke 24:27 

The Stakes:                                                 
These Stand Or Fall With The Revelation

Harmony Of The Scriptures 

Moses’ authorship of the Torah: 

Old Testament:  Josh. 1:8, 8:31,32; 1 Kings 2:3;    
2 Kings 14:6; 21:8; Ezra 6:18; Neh. 13:1;      
Dan. 9:11-13; Mal. 4:4 

New Testament:  Matt. 8:4, 19:8; Mark 12:26;     
Luke 16:29, 24:27; Jn. 5:45-47, 7:19; Acts 3:22, 
15:1, 28:23; Rom. 10:5,9; 1 Cor. 9:9; 2 Cor. 3:15

The Stakes:                                                 
These Stand Or Fall With The Revelation

The Priesthood Of All Believers 

Do we value the apostles or the experts?

The Jesus Seminar…Eventually more than two 
hundred professionally trained specialists, called 
Fellows, joined the group.  The Seminar meets 
twice a year to debate technical papers that have 
been prepared and circulated in advance.  At the 
close of debate on each agenda item, Fellows of 
the Seminar vote, using colored beads to indicate 
the degree of authenticity of Jesus' words or 
deeds.  Dropping colored beads into a box has 
become a trademark of the Seminar. 

Of the 176 [gospel] events [studied,] only ten 
were given a red rating (indicates that the Fellows 
had a relatively high level of confidence that the 
event actually took place). An additional nineteen 
were colored pink (suggests that the event 
probably occurred). The combined number of red 
and pink events (29) amounts to 16% of the total 
(176). That is slightly lower than the 18% of the 
sayings—primarily parables and aphorisms—
assigned to the red and pink categories in The 
Five Gospels [includes the Gospel of Thomas]. 
(Jesus Seminar website:  www.westarinstitute.org/Jesus_Seminar/

jesus_seminar.html)



The Stakes:                                                 
These Stand Or Fall With The Revelation

The Priesthood Of All Believers 

Do we value the apostles or the experts?

“Science and scholarship want to teach that 
becoming objective is the way. Christianity 
teaches that the way is to become subjective, 
to become a subject.” — Søren Kierkegaard

Must we rely on the ingenuity and deductions   
of fallen interpreters?

Options IF The Scriptures Are 
Unreliable Or Incomplete

Total Abandonment: Infidelity, Atheism, Materialism 

Replace With Something Apparently More Trustworthy: 
Islam, Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses 

Keep Socially Acceptable Parts: Universalism,         
Social Gospel  

Prop Up With Additional Support:  Catholicism,     
Mainline Protestantism 

Or are each of us responsible to work in faith with the 
trustworthy and sufficient word God has given us?

Works Cited
Quote #1:  Eric Lyons, The Historicity of Job, https://

www.apologeticspress.org/apPubPage.aspx?
pub=1&issue=1107 

Quote #2:  “Why I Don’t Buy the Resurrection,” 
Richard Carrier, 2000,  http://infidels.org/library/
modern/richard_carrier/resurrection/1.html 

Quote #3:  Mosaic Authorship, http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosaic_authorship, retrieved 
4/22/14 

Quote #4:  The New American Bible, Nashville, TN: 
Memorial Bible Publishers, 1976, p. 1.

Works Cited

Quote #5:  Gary Leupp, Phil Robertson, St. Paul 
and the Problem of Christian Homophobia, Jan. 
6, 2014 Retrieved 4/23/15  http://
www.counterpunch.org/2014/01/06/hil-
robertson-st-paul-and-the-problem-of-christian-
homophobia/  

Quote #6:  Aldous Huxley, “Confessions Of A 
Professed Atheist,” Report: Perspective on the 
News, 3:19, June 1966 Quoted in Bert 
Thompson, Creation Compromises, 2nd ed. 
[Apologetics Press, 2000] pg.  49

Works Cited
Quote #7;  Prof. J.W. McGarvey, Jesus and Jonah, 

1896 [Dehoff Publications reprint, 1952] pg. 1 

Quote #8:  introduction by Prof. William Henry 
Green, Princeton Theological Seminary, To Prof. 
J.W. McGarvey, Jesus and Jonah, 1896 [Dehoff 
Publications reprint, 1952]) pg. vii) 

Quote #9:  Jesus Seminar website:  
www.westarinstitute.org/Jesus_Seminar/
jesus_seminar.html 


