
Work and Worship of the Local Church 
 
We have seen in prior lessons that there is a pattern in the scriptures for us to follow and are a spiritual group 
called by the gospel.  

2 Tim. 1:13  “Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in 
Christ Jesus.”  (NASB) 
Col. 1:13  “For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son” 

Today we move to talk about how the congregations that were formed from these people worships and works 
together.   

I.  We Are A Spiritual Fellowship 

A.  We Have Fellowship First With Him, Then Each Other 
1 Jn. 1:3  “what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you also may have fellowship with us; and 
indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.” 
When one accepts and keeps what the Apostles delivered, he has fellowship in the same belief, doctrine, 
feelings of joy, hope, aim, purpose, and work as the Apostles.   
The Apostles were inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit into all truth and wisdom to call us to the 
fellowship. 

2 Thess. 2:14  “And it was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

The Apostles were inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit into all truth and wisdom - so certainly we have 
our fellowship with God by Him.   

B.  This Must Foremost In All Our Endeavors 

This is what the apostles hoped for and what they set out to bring to us.  
2 Cor. 13:14  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all.” 
2 Cor. 5:19,20  “namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 
20  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” 

II.  We Do Spiritual Things 

A. Spiritual Worship 
The Five New Testament Acts: Prayer, Singing, Lord’s Supper, Giving and Teaching 
These are joint, common acts.  

• Sharing requests to God, saying “Amen” to agree 
• Blending our voices together in praise (called a sacrifice of our lips Heb. 13:15) 
• Having a communion meal, in fellowship with each other and Jesus Himself in the Lord’s Supper 
• Giving our money for a collection to be used for the common spiritual needs (also called a 

sacrifice that is pleasing to God, Heb. 13:16) 
• Teaching the spiritual truth to each other from God’s book 

These are the spiritual acts you find the NT. The Old Testament and other religions have many others, 
but these are the ones for us.  

B.  Teaching In Accord With Spiritual Truth 
2 Tim. 2:1  “But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine.” 
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1.)  True, Necessary And Helpful 

Can’t Be False:  Fallen from grace if you teach what Judaizers teach 
Gal. 5:4  “You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have 
fallen from grace. “ 
Gal. 1:8,9  “But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that 
which we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 
9  As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that 
which you received, let him be accursed.”  

Instead true to the book, and when taught diligently, all we can do.   
Acts 20:17-35  20  “how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching 
you publicly and from house to house, 
21  solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
26  “Therefore I testify to you this day, that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 
27  “For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. 
32  “And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to 
give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” 

2.)  Taking This Teaching To The Lost: Evangelism 

To apostles, the principle is still true 
Matt. 28:19,20  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
20  teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.” 

The Thessalonian congregation was instrumental in teaching the entire region. 
1 Thess. 1:6-8  “You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much 
tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 
7  so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
8  For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in 
every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything.” 

Oversees work of members in converting others, has classes and lessons geared to sinners. 
Radio Programs, Newspaper Ads, correspondence courses, etc.  
Now via the internet and even Facebook.  
Supports preacher(s) who teach sinners 
Support preachers in the field 

Phil. 4:14-19  “Nevertheless, you have done well to share with me in my affliction. 
15  And you yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I departed 
from Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; 
16  for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs. 
17  Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account. 
18  But I have received everything in full, and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received 
from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. 
19  And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

3.)  Continuing This Teaching With The Saved: Edification 

Encouragement is an obligation 
1 Thess. 5:11,14  “Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another, just as you also are doing. 
14  And we urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be 
patient with all men.” 

Example of church at Jerusalem in teaching the members 
Acts 2:42,46,47  “And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
46  And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 
they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 
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47  praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by 
day those who were being saved.” 

Result:  Acts 8:4  “Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word.” 
They all could teach others 

C.  Sharing Financially With Those Of This Faith Who Lack Necessities: Benevolence 

1.)  Care For Own Members 

The needy were taken care of 
Acts 2:44,45  “And all those who had believed were together, and had all things in common; 
45  and they began selling their property and possessions, and were sharing them with all, as anyone 
might have need.” 

Take care of needy widows who are members of the church. 
Acts 6:1-4  “Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the 
part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in 
the daily serving of food. 
2  And the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable for us to 
neglect the word of God in order to serve tables. 
3  “But select from among you, brethren, seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, 
whom we may put in charge of this task. 
4  “But we will devote ourselves to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.”” 

We note that for the apostles, preaching to precedence over material things, not matter how pressing. 
But that doesn’t mean it was left undone, because it was a true need. So faithful people were given 
the responsibility.   

2.)  Care To Other Congregations 

Give to saints in other locations since they are brethren.  
Acts 11:27-30  “Now at this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 
28  And one of them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit that there would 
certainly be a great famine all over the world. And this took place in the reign of Claudius. 
29  And in the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of them determined to send a 
contribution for the relief of the brethren living in Judea. 
30  And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.” 
1 Cor. 16:1-4  “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do 
you also. 
2  On the first day of every week let each one of you put aside and save, as he may prosper, that no 
collections be made when I come. 
3  And when I arrive, whomever you may approve, I shall send them with letters to carry your gift to 
Jerusalem; 
4  and if it is fitting for me to go also, they will go with me.” 

each sent their money by their own messenger (Rom.15:25-27; 2 Cor. 8,9) 
But the money for relief, whether it is local or not, is always stated to be “for the saints” and never any 
else.  
 
This is our work then. Spiritual worship. Spiritual teaching to all. Relief, as needed, for our spiritual 
brethren.  
What of fun and games, play times and plays, entertainment and fun, social and recreational things? 
They aren’t in our book as our task, and are not part of our group efforts and activities. 
They are you personal and family matters, and so long as they are wholesome and not sinful they are 
your right. But they are not the church’s responsibility or area of operation.  
We have more important things to do.  
 


